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Summary

The proposed regional project “Capacity building to promote synergies on the coordinated implementation of 

the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions in Belarus, Moldova and the Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia” coordinated by Basel Convention Regional Centre (BCRC) in Bratislava and kindly supported from 

Small Grant Programme under Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention Secretariat (BRS) is successfully 

completed.

The project covers under one common title three different approaches. It is due to a different level of implemen-

tation of the above mentioned conventions aimed at management of hazardous waste and chemicals. While Mol-

dova and FYRoM are Parties to all three Conventions and both had actively participated in many activities focused 

on synergy among all three Conventions, Belarus is in a different situation. Belarus is a party to the Basel and 

Stockholm Conventions and has not yet ratified the Rotterdam Convention.  Such different positions of individual 

countries led us to an individual approach to each of them and to a proposal of different project activities.

The general project goal is to assist three selected countries from the Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) with 

implementation of synergy decision adopted by Conference of Parties of all three Conventions. It means to assist 

with coordination at national level with the aim to offer project outputs as an example for others in the CEE region 

or other UN regions. The general project goal was common for all Parties. 

On other hand, each country has its own specific role, activities and outputs in the project. It is done with dif-

ferent levels of already adopted decisions regarding cooperation and coordination of all three Conventions at 

national level. All information related to an individual country will be provided in alphabetical order of countries’ 

names.

Belarus is concentrated on capacity building and organizing many important national meetings.  The first submit-

ted assessment has shown us many gaps. The project manager used the project time very effectively and the final 

document was submitted with detailed assessment and evaluation of the current situation and with the proposed 

strategic part of document which means implementation of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. Bela-

rus has also hosted regional workshop with participation of all involved experts as an BCRC Bratislava represen-

tative, Macedonian and Moldavian experts and relevant national stakeholders. The workshop was organized in 

Minsk, June 30th 2014.  

Experts from FYRoM concentrated their activities on assessment and preparation of the proposal for coordinated 

implementation of all three Conventions. The scheme outlined in the Macedonian report shows the main national 

players and their role. The scheme indicates where the responsible experts need to cooperate and coordinate 

their work and where the tasks must be performed individually.  Macedonian experiences were expressed in a 

presentation during the meeting in Minsk which was  considered very important. 

Moldova as a party to all the three Conventions made a preliminary assessment and managed two national events. 

The specific goal for Moldova is to update the proposal for the coordinated Action plan activities.  

Brief description and outputs of countries‘ national workshops:

Belarussian national meeting took place in June. The objective of the meeting was to present the project, to learn 

the experience of the authorities in the realization of the Stockholm and Basel Conventions in the Republic of 

Belarus, to discuss the near-term perspective for the Republic of Belarus to become a party of the Rotterdam 

Convention. The present situation in the realization of the conventions in the Republic of Belarus was presented 
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and the Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals was introduced. During and/or 

after the presentations the following questions raised by the participants were discussed:

• necessity to establish a Chemical Agency that shall regulate internal and external circulation of chemicals;

• inadequacy of the national system of classification and labelling chemicals;

• necessity to adjust legislative regulation for chemicals in Belarus;

• possible consequences of the ratification of the Rotterdam Convention for Belarus;

• case studies on import of hazardous chemicals to Belarus;

• perspectives for the adoption of the Rotterdam Convention by Belarus;

• A flagrant necessity to invite a representative of the Rotterdam Convention to the international meeting 

that will be conducted on June 30th, 2014 in Minsk was clearly formulated by all participants. 

At the occasion of the multistakeholder workshop in Macedonia (April 2014), an overview of the current situation 

and the outcome of the National project titled “Strengthening the national capacities for the coordinated 

implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions in the Republic of Macedonia” 

was presented as well as the final document developed during the national Project “Assessment of the current 

status of implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions in the Republic of Mace-

donia” together with the “National Action plan for synergetic and coordinated implementation of the three 

conventions”. There were some remarks and general discussion on the existing gaps in the institutional and legal 

framework and some proposals on how to try to overcome these gaps made, and recommendations for further 

steps to develop the scheme for Synergy were presented.

Moldova has organized two national workshops. In May a workshop aimed for the baseline assessment. The 

project structure, partners and expected national activities to be conducted were presented. The current situa-

tion regarding the implementation of the Action Plan on the Implementation of the National Sound Management 

of Chemicals Program for the period 2010-2015 was outlined. Each of the four chapters of the Action Plan was 

separately analyzed in terms of implementation to date as well as next steps needed for proper implementation. In 

addition the provisions of draft Law on Chemicals and draft Law on Waste that are currently prepared by the Minis-

try of Environment were presented. It was noted that at the basis of the Law on Chemicals lies EU approach, which 

governs „authorization“ chemicals versus „licensing“ that does not exist in this sector. At the end of the meeting 

it was proposed for WG members to review the Action Plan for the period 2015-2020, so that it can serve as an 

effective framework for the development of sustainable management of chemicals in the country until 2020, and 

taking into account the provisions of international policy framework and international treaties to which Moldova is 

a party. At the workshop in September the following key issues in the context of the synergetic approach towards 

the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions were particularly discussed: 

Adjusting the normative framework to international agreements requirements 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for import and export of chemicals, according to the Rotterdam Con-

vention and EU approach. 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for import, export and transit of waste, according to the Basel Con-

vention and EU approach. 

• Approval of the methodologies on risk assessment related to the use of priority hazardous chemicals. 

• Development and approval of the specific criteria for the storage of metallic mercury considered as waste 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for detergents 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for batteries and accumulators and waste batteries and accumulators

• Approval of regulatory procedures for waste oils. 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for wastes of electrical and electronic equipment 

• Approval of regulatory procedures for vehicles out of use. 
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Education, information and public awareness on sound management of chemicals, including towards reducing 

the risk associated with their use 

Strengthening the knowledge and information: 

• constant/periodical updating the web pages of CPA with information on regulation of chemicals use, 

including the potential risk associated with; 

• awareness raising activities sharing on hazardous chemicals (POPs, HMs, asbestos, pesticides, EDCs, 

EPPPs and others) used in national economy and household, their adverse effects on public and worker 

health and environment, activities on protection of health, environment and consumers right; 

• organization of workshops, round tables; 

• development, publication and dissemination of guides, new instructive, informative and scientific mate-

rials; 

• annual effectuation of “Chemical safety week” 

Priority chemicals substances were: Asbestos, Mercury, Lead, Cadmium, New POPS. 

Brief description and assessment of countries‘ reports and main project outputs:

Belarussian project manager worked out a detailed description and assessment of the current situation in the 

implementation of the already mentioned three Conventions. The document is mainly focused on the evaluation 

of the legal status in waste and chemicals management and its institutional structure. The second part of the 

submitted document is aimed at proposing strategic directions for the capacity building of the coordinated imple-

mentation of hazardous waste and chemicals conventions.  

FYRoM has experiences from the previous project and built the scheme on it. The proposed scheme was discus-

sed with national stakeholders expected to be involved in future cooperation and coordination. The national pro-

ject manager has outlined the possible way for coordination. The establishment of responsible internal institutional 

body is considered the best option. The main tasks for such body are also described in the report. The POPs Unit 

with relevant experiences is proposed to be an institution with capacities to complete all requested tasks.

Moldova worked out an approved Action Plan on Sound management of chemicals for the period 2016-2020 

with clear information on action, responsible actors, deadlines and indicators for monitoring. Successful imple-

mentation of the action plan of course must have a strong political support from the beginning and an appropriate 

legislative and normative framework. Institutional framework and its capacity building is a necessary step to reach 

the approved goals.   
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1 Introduction

During the recent decades the Republic of Belarus has been implementing an environmental policy in the field of 

industrial wastes and hazardous chemicals management. The Republic of Belarus is a party of the main interna-

tional agreements in this area. The prevention of hazardous and other wastes formation and their environmentally 

sound management are the main tasks defined by the National strategy of sustainable social and economic deve-

lopment for the period till 2020 and Environment protection strategy for the period till 2025.

The Republic of Belarus acceded to the Basel Convention on the control of transboundary movements of the 

hazardous wastes and their disposal (hereinafter Basel Convention) on September 16, 1999. 

During the implementation of the Basel Convention by the Republic of Belarus there were measures taken to 

amend and change legislation regarding wastes management, to create the capacity for environmentally sound 

wastes management including their treatment and disposal. In order to ensure informational support there was 

State wastes Inventory established, which contains data concerning wastes generation, storage, utilization and 

treatment volumes, as well as facilities for wastes utilization, storage, landfilling and treatment.

In recent years there was created a new system of management and control of transboundary movements of the 

hazardous wastes and their disposal within the frames of formation of the Customs Union (CU) of Russia, Belarus 

and Kazakhstan, based on procedures and rules of management of transboundary movements of wastes similar 

for three countries, taking into account Basel Convention requirements.

In 2003 the Republic of Belarus also acceded to the Stockholm Convention on persistent organic pollutants 

(hereinafter Stockholm Convention). In 2011 the second National performance plan was adopted, concerning im-

plementation of the provisions of the Stockholm Convention, approved by the Republic of Belarus in 2011-2015, 

main goal of which is to ensure human health and environment protection against POPs effects.

The Republic of Belarus is not a party to the Rotterdam Conventionon the Prior Informed Consent Procedure 

for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade (hereinafterthe Rotterdam Convention), 

although the issues covered by the Convention are relevant for Belarus, because country is characterized by a 

high level of production and use of chemicals. In 2011, work was carried out on the preparation of documents for 

the accession of the Republic of Belarus to the Rotterdam Convention, but the decision to join has not yet been 

accepted.

The Basel and Stockholm Conventions, as well as the Rotterdam Convention are separate multilateral environ-

mental agreements, pursuing common goal to protect human health and environment against hazardous chemi-

cals and wastes for the purposes of sustainable development. To achieve this common goal the conferences of 

the Parties of these three Conventions during recent years took a range of decisions aimed at strengthening co-

operation and coordination between three Conventions, which formed a base for a so called „synergy process“. 

Decision IX/10 of the Conference of theParties to the Basel Convention, decision RC-4/11 of the Conference of 

the Parties to theRotterdam Convention and decision SC-4/34 of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm-

Convention: Enhancing cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam andStockholm conventions 

(Section B. point 9) give directions to Parties how to achieve synergies atthe national level i.e. recommend Parties 

to incorporate in their national development plansand strategies measures to implement the Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm conventions inorder to ensure coherence in their national priority setting.The synergy process covers 

both internationally and nationally such areas as policy and legislation creation, administrative system, import and 

export management, information management, technical skills, capacity building and training.

Even though the Republic of Belarus has not become a Party to the Rotterdam Convention, its involvement into 

synergy process is extremely important, because will enhance the effectiveness of the Basel and Stockholm Con-

ventions execution Also it will start a dialogue between stakeholders regarding Belarusparticipation in Rotterdam 

Convention.

The present Report contains the evaluation of current situation regarding the Basel and Stockholm Conventions 

execution in the Republic of Belarus, in particular assessment of legal framework, institutional and technical 

capacity, information data base and recommendations on coordinated Conventions execution based on synergy 

approach. Except that, the Report considers current prerequisites to accede the Republic of Belarus to the Rot-

terdam Convention, obstacles and possible actions to overcome them. 
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The Report has been prepared by IPO „Ecopartnership“ within the frames of actions on capacity building for 

promotion of synergy with the purpose of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions execution, implemented 

under support of the Basel Convention Regional Centre in Bratislava. The following experts participated in the 

report preparation: Alina Bushmovich (IPO „Ecopartnership“), Irina Iliyukova (State Unitary Enterprise «Republi-

can Research and Practical Hygiene Centre»), Doctor of Geographical Science Tamara Kuharchik (Institute of 

environmental management at the NAS of Belarus), Alexander Rachevsky (SI „Republican hydro meteorological 

centre“). 

2 Hazardous wastes and chemicals management policy

During the last twenty years a substantial progress was achieved both internationally and nationally in the field of 

regulation and control management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. Internationally, in addition to the Basel 

Convention, three new global agreements were signed  - Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, and Minamata 

Convention on Mercury, which have joined efforts aimed at reduction of hazardous chemicals‘ negative impact on 

human health and environment. 

2.1 International level

The Basel Convention was adopted on March 22, 1989 and entered into force on May 5, 1992. It is a global 

legal document, developed by the United Nations Environmental Programme in cooperation with international 

community to protect human health and environment against negative impact caused by hazardous wastes. The 

Basel Convention is not only an instrument to control transboundary movements of hazardous wastes but also 

to implement environmentally sound management of such wastes. To ensure environmentally sound disposal of 

hazardous and other wastes the Basel Convention states that disposal has to be done as close as possible to a 

place of wastes generation, i.e. transboundary movement should be minimised.

The recent activities under the Basel Convention have been focusing on waste prevention and environmentally 

sound management of waste. The Cartagena Declaration on Prevention, Minimization and Recovery of Hazardous 

Wastes and Other Wastes, adopted at 10th Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention (17-21 October, 

2011), expressly acknowledges the role that waste avoidance and environmentally sound recycling and recovery 

operations can play in the creation of “green” jobs and “green” business opportunities, and thus in combating 

poverty and protecting human health. 

The Strategic Framework for the implementation of the Basel Convention for 2012-2021 sets out a vision, guiding 

principles, strategic objectives, means of implementation and indicators of achievement. The guiding principles 

include, amongst others: sustainable use of resources; recognition of wastes as a resource where appropriate; 

and integrated waste management. 

A number of technical guidelines on environmentally sound management of certain types of hazardous waste 

were adopted by 10th Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, namely: 

• revised technical guidelines on the environmentally sound management of used tyres; 

• technical guidelines for the environmentally sound management of wastes consisting of elemental mercury 

and wastes containing or contaminated with mercury; 

• technical guidelines on the co-processing of hazardous waste in cement kilns. 

Further on the 11th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention (28.04.2013-10.05.2013) 

adopted the framework for the environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes as part 

of a decision on the follow-up to the country-led initiative to improve the effectiveness of the Basel Convention, 

and sections 1, 2, 4 and 5 of the guidance document on environmentally sound management of used and end of 

life computing equipment prepared by the Partnership for Action on Computing Equipment. 

The Stockholm Convention entered into force on May 17, 2004. Countries that undertook obligations of the 

Stockholm Convention have assumed a commitment to restrict production and use of nine chemicals, listed as 

POPs,  limit application of DDT (1,1,1-Trichlor-2,2-di(p-chlorphenyl)ethane)to control malaria, develop programs to 
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reduce unintentional generation of dioxins and furans. In 2009 at the 4th Conference of the Parties to the Stock-

holm Convention on POPs there was a decision taken to include additional nine new chemicals, which are basing 

on their characteristics, environmental behaviour and effects on the living organisms considered to be POPs. The 

following chemicals were listed as POPs: alpha-hexachlorocyclohexane, beta-hexachlorocyclohexane, chlorode-

cone, hexabromodiphenyl, hexabromodiphenyl ether and heptabromodiphenyl ether (commercial octabromodi-

phenyl ether), lindane, pentachlorobenzene, perfluorooctane sulfonic acid, its salts and perfluorooctanesulfonyl 

fluoride, tetrabromodiphenyl ether and pentabromodiphenyl ether (commercial pentabromodiphenyl ether). In 

2011 at the 5th Conference of the Parties there was a decision taken to include endosulfan into the list of POPs, 

in 2013 at the 6th Conference- hexabromocyclododecane.

As a result, the current list of chemicals that fall under the definition of POPs and which are hazardous to human 

health and natural, ecosystems includes 24 items, which is two times more than the original list. POPs list is still 

open and is updated with chemicals based on the data of their characteristics.  So, in 2013 during the 9th meeting 

the POPRC recommended to the Conference of the Parties to consider at the 7th Conference in 2015 inclusion 

of the following chemicals into Annex A and C of the Convention: di-, tri-, tetra-, hexa-, hepta- and oktachlorinated 

naphthalenes and hexachlorobutadiene (Decisions POPRC-9/1 and POPRC-9/2). Under the consideration of 

POPRC there are following POPs chemicals-candidates: pentachlorphenol and its salts and ethers, decabromodi-

phenyl ether, dicophol, short-chain chlorinated paraffins. That means that the Convention Parties need to maintain 

and strengthen built initial capacity to fulfil international obligations.

The Rotterdam Convention was adopted on September 10, 1998 in Rotterdam and entered into force on Febru-

ary 24, 2004. The Rotterdam Convention was signed by 169 countries. Russian Federation and Kazakhstan are 

the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention. Main objective of the Rotterdam Convention is to support the efforts of 

the countries to ensure public health and environment safety in the process of trade of hazardous chemicals by 

facilitating information exchange about their characteristics, by providing for a national decision-making process 

on their import and export based on the prior informed consent procedure.

2.2 National level

The Republic of Belarus acceded to the Basel Convention on September 16, 1999. In pursuance of the Basel 

Convention the MNREP was appointed as a competent body responsible for the Basel Convention implementati-

on and Republican Unitary Enterprise „BelNIITs „Ekologia“ of the MNREP was appointed as the Basel Convention 

implementation support centre.

The Republic of Belarus also acceded to the Stockholm Convention on December 26, 2003, the provisions 

observance of which was delegated to MNREP. In 2011 the second National performance plan was adopted, 

concerning implementation of the provisions of the Stockholm Convention, approved by the Republic of Belarus 

in 2011-2015, main goal of which is to ensure human health and environment protection against POPs effects.

The Republic of Belarus is not a party to the Rotterdam Convention, although the issues covered by the Conventi-

on are relevant for Belarus, because country is characterized by a high level of production and use of chemicals. 

In 2011, work was carried out on the preparation of documents for the accession of the Republic of Belarus to the 

Rotterdam Convention, but the decision to join has not yet been accepted.

2.3 Synergy process

To elaborate more consistent and effective approach in making decisions concerning the chemicals and hazardous 

wastes globally, regionally and nationally as well as raising public awareness, the countries make decisions to improve 

cooperation and coordination, implementing a so called synergy approach.

Subject of regulation of the Basel Convention are wastes containing different chemicals. At the same time some che-

micals are subjects of other Conventions. For example, the Stockholm Convention on POPs aims at prevention and 

reduction of persistent organic pollutant negative impact, which includes some pesticides and industrially produced 

chemicals, such as PCB, which were banned and withdrawn from use, i.e. became hazardous wastes. The Rotterdam 

Convention also aims at control of certain chemicals trade.  Chemicals listed in Annex III to the Rotterdam Convention 
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and Annexes A, B and C to the Stockholm Convention, are partially listed in Annex VIII to the Basel Convention, assig-

ning hazardous characteristics to wastes (for example, PCBs are subject to control of three Conventions).

The problems of hazardous wastes and chemicals are actual, complex and require coordinated approach at all 

stages starting from the moment of production, then collection, transportation, treatment, use and final disposal. 

Synergy should be determined on the base of chemicals life cycle. The concept of environmentally sound mana-

gement, developed in the framework of the Basel Convention, reflects the base for common approach in all the 

three Conventions implementation, i.e. chemicals and wastes common management.

The Conference of the Parties to the three Conventions on chemical safety –Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm- 

was held in 2010. The countries-participants were called to put efforts in order to achieve goals of the three Con-

ventions, prepare reports concerning actions on these Conventions and study the opportunity for the Conventions 

synergism involving other processes and instruments (such as SAICM and others).

Second simultaneous extraordinary meetings of the Parties to the three Conventions were held in Geneva from 

April 28 to May 10, 2013.

During the meetings the following issues were discussed:

• technical assistance and capacity building (instruments and  methods of staff training and capacity building; 

actions  on staff training and capacity building, aimed at improvement of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stock-

holm Conventions implementation at regional and national levels; partnership for technical assistance provi-

sion; 

• regional centres establishment;

• scientific and technological activities (national reporting and other);

• knowledge and information management and propaganda activity (development of information and coordi-

nation mechanism for information exchange; publications; joint information support, public awareness);

• general management (resources mobilization);

• legal and policy aspects (support to review the decisions on synergism).

Non-governmental bodies – International POPs Elimination Network members - expressed their position regarding 

the synergism of the three chemical Conventions, which will help to manage chemicals and wastes on different 

levels, avoid action duplications and inefficient resources use.

Implementation of the three Conventions on chemical safety, together with the UNECE Protocol on POPs, the 

UNECE Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers and other national, regional and international envi-

ronmental agreements on toxic substances, will reduce harmful impact of hazardous chemicals on human health 

and environment.

Below are given the actions that can be considered important for the coordinated implementation of the Conven-

tions on chemicals and wastes:

• improve the information exchange between the Conventions national coordinating centres and society;

• strengthen the cooperation between organizations, implementation of the Conventions on chemicals and 

wastes;

• involve the society into development of legislation on chemicals and wastes;

• involve the society in monitoring and execution of Conventions obligations;

• hold trainings and seminars for interested organizations regarding building the capacity on Conventions 

issues; 

• hold information campaign on the Conventions by non-governmental organizations in cooperation with nati-

onal coordinator centres and other structures dealing with public informing.

In the course of fulfilment of obligations under the three Conventions on chemicals and wastesby the Parties, the 

priorities should be distributed as follows:

• chemicals inventory;
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• use of environmentally sound and effective technologies for toxic substances and hazardous wastes disposal;

• use of flaring-free technologies for POPs and other toxic substances disposal;

• assessment of  environmental sound alternatives, which will allow to replace currently used toxic substances;

• use of waste-free production; 

• increase public awareness and involvement in the process of obligations fulfilment under all Conventions.

Synergy between the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions and their implementation on the national level 

is a useful step forward, which will help to avoid efforts duplication, inefficient use of available resources and ma-

nagement of different levels. Consistent and sophisticated legal base and political frames are necessary condition 

to ease cooperation. Integrated approach between those multilateral environmental agreements provides for the 

potential advantage of the coordinated actions and close cooperation under those agreements.

2.4 Strategies and plans of the Republic of Belarus (RB) in waste, 

 POPs and hazardous matters management

Environmentally sound waste management issues are closely dealt with in the Republic of Belarus. Purposes and 

objectives of the national policy in wastes management are fixed by the National strategy of sustainable social and 

economic development for the period till 2020 and Environment protection strategy for the period till 2025. 

The National strategy of sustainable social and economic development for the period till 2020, defined 

for the period of 2010-2011, approved by the National commission of Belarus in sustainable development of RB 

(06.05.2004 №11/15 PR) and by the presidium of the CM of RB ( (22.06.2004 №25), determined the following 

priorities and tasks: 

• prevention and minimizing wastes generation by replacement of current technologies with low-waste or 

zero waste technologies; introduction of the principle of manufacturer responsibility for the product during 

its whole life cycle; development and implementation of standards for wastes generation; waste utilization at 

the place of their generation (at the manufacturing sites); 

• waste utilization increase by the development and implementation of the cost-effective and environmentally 

sound technologies of waste management; implementation of separate waste collection and provision of 

necessary conditions for its storage, treatment and utilization conditions; establishing of centralized facilities 

for environmentally sound treatment of large-tonnage wastes and wastes, common for majority companies; 

establishing local small-capacity facilities, including low-capacity devices for wastes, generated by the pro-

duction, treatment; 

• waste treatment in environmentally sound manner by development and implementation of waste treat-

ment technologies to ensure its safe destruction or toxicity reduction; construction of specialized facilities 

for wastes landfilling, providing reliable insulation of hazardous wastes from environment; development of 

ecologically and economically sound schemes for wastes facilities location; continuous monitoring of envi-

ronment in the waste facilities location and in case of pollution detection implementation of urgent measures; 

recultivation of the used waste facilities and further environmental monitoring;

• wastes classified as POP management - pesticides  with expired date and PCB. The strategy provides for 

wastes inventory, environmentally sound storage and disposal technologies implementation, taking measu-

res to prevent environment pollution with obsolete pesticides landfilling;

• environmentally sound transboundary movements of wastes, which requires first of all development of the 

national mechanism to control transboundary movements of wastes according to requirements of the Basel 

Convention; 

• increase safe usage of toxic chemicals by legislation improvement, coordinated national policy implemen-

ted by the organizations responsible for safe usage of chemicals; creation of a  National potentially hazar-

dous chemicals and biomaterials registry; ratification of the Rotterdam, Convention and other.  
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The Strategy for environment protection of the Republic of Belarus for the period till 2025 , approved by 

the decision of the collegium of MNREP dd.  28.01.2011 r. № 8-P, determined the following tasks: 

• wastes generation reduction by:

o economic promotion of low-waste or zero waste technologies implementation in production through 

concessional loans;

o increase of the share of the selective potash ore mining; 

o use of the stimulating role of environmental tax to reduce production waste landfilling; 

• maximizing of wastes involvement into public circulation as secondary raw materials by:

o development and implementation of the large-tonnage production wastes treatment technologies (ha-

lite, clay-salt slurries, phosphogypsum)  to reduce their storage volumes: 

o implementation of the principle of the manufacturers and importers extended responsibility for wastes, 

generated after the loss of customer appeal of the products and package; 

o introduction of labelling for all produced and imported packing and wrapping materials;  

o achievement of production wastes usage (excluding large-tonnage) at the level not less than 85% of 

the total generation volume; 

o ensuring of 100% households coverage with separate collection of SMW; 

o system establishment for the collection from residents, use and/or disposal of household appliances 

and other goods, which lost their customer appeal, including wastes containing of hazardous substan-

ces before 2016; 

o ensuring of full coverage of urban and rural sector with planned and scheduled municipal waste colle-

ction; 

o implementation of the separate municipal solid waste collection system with recovery of secondary 

raw material in the amount of no less than 70% of the total amount of these wastes generation: 

o construction of the waste treatment plants in Minsk, regional centres and settlements with population 

more than 100000 people by 2016, in settlements with population over 70000 people - by 2025;

o establishment by 2025 of the facilities to use combustible wastes to generate electricity and heat fuel 

as well as facilities for composting  of organic components of municipal wastes in settlements with 

population over 70000 people;

o landfill gas extraction at the municipal waste landfilling facilities, if  economically viable; 

• prevent harmful impact  of the wastes and disposal and landfilling facilities on the environment by:

o creation of favourable economic environment to develop production and other facilities for utilization 

and treatment of generated and accumulated hazardous wastes; 

o reduction of 1 - 3 hazardous class wastes accumulation volume by 50% by 2025;  

o gradual liquidation of obsolete pesticides landfilling by 2020; 

o avoidance of additional obsolete pesticides generation; 

o treatment of wastes, containing PCB; 

o establishment of environmentally sound storage of hazardous wastes at the manufacturing facilities; 

o commissioning the facility for hazardous production wastes treatment and landfilling, generated in the 

country by 2016; 

o establishment of a system for the collection, use and/or treatment of the goods, loosing their custo-

mer appeal and containing hazardous substances (mercury thermometers, batteries, mercury-conta-

ining lamps and others) by 2012; 
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o optimization of the SMW disposal facilities network, providing them with needed protective shelters 

and equipment to prevent environmental pollution with wastes and their interaction and/or breakdown 

products by 2015.

The National plan on obligations undertaken by the Republic of Belarus execution to implement provisi-

ons of the Stockholm Convention in 2011-2015 (hereinafter the National plan), approved by the Decree of the 

President of the Republic of Belarus dd. July, 27, 2011 № 271 (as changed and amended by the Decree of the 

President of the Republic of Belarus dd. March 30, 2012 r. № 153). 

The current National plan has become a second one after the Republic of Belarus acceded to the Stockholm Con-

vention on POPs in 2003 and approval of the National plan on obligations execution undertaken by the Republic 

of Belarus in line with Stockholm Convention on POPs in 2007-2010 and for the period to 2028.

The goal of the National plan is to ensure human health and environment protection against POPs impact.

The National plan tasks: 

• ensure environmentally sound storage and treatment of the wastes, existing in the republic  and containing 

POPs;

• detection, study, clearing of the territories contaminated with POPs; 

• restoration of the environment;

• development of the National environment monitoring system and population health monitoring in connection 

with POPs impact;

• decrease and termination of accidental release of POPs as a result of their production;

• creation and improvement of the POPs management legislation in the RB;

• improvement of the POPs accounting system;

• exchange of information on the POPs problems between secretariat and Parties to the Stockholm Conven-

tion;

• public information concerning POPs;

• POPs research effectiveness increase.

The National plan provides implementation of 31 actions united into log-frame, which includes deadlines, finan-

cing amounts and sources, responsible person for each action, scientific and technical provision in the area POPs 

management. 

Financing costs, assumed for the National plan actions implementation in 2011-2015, amount to 72 875,4 milion 

BYR/7,287 milion USD, including those financed from the republican budget – 20 950 milion BYR/ 2,095 milion 

USD, local budgets – 21 700 milion BYR/ 2,170 milion USD, state budget republican trust fund of nature preser-

vation - 360 milion BYR/ 0,036 milion USD, organizations‘ own resources – 13 830,4 milion BYR/1.383 milion 

USD, international technical support – 16 035 milion BYR/1,603 milion USD.

One of the main activities is to eliminate the organochlorine obsolete pesticides landfills across the country territo-

ry - the hazardous chemical wastes, mostly containing of POPs, which are highly toxic and have a harmful impact 

on human health and environment.  

According to the available data more than 3700 tonnes of obsolete pesticides were landfilled across the territory 

of the Republic of Belarus in seven landfills located in Brest area (v. Gershony), Vitebsk area (Verkhnrdvinsk, 

Postavy, Gorodok landfilling), Gomel area (Petrikov landfilling), Grodno area (Slonim landfilling) and Mogilev area 

(Dribin landfilling). 
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Figure 1. Obsolete pesticides storage locations

 

Within the frames of the first and the second s implementation the Gershon landfilling of obsolete pesticides in 

Brest area was eliminated, which was located in the caponier of former military fort in neighbourhood of the village 

Gershony of Brest area. Pesticides extracted from the landfill in the volume of 380 tonnes were directed to PUC 

„Complex for toxic industrial wastes treatment and landfilling of Gomel area“ for environmentally sound storage and 

treatment. The MES carried out the caponier‘s premises degasing and cleared territory surrounding the landfill. 

In 2008 the MES Republic of Belarus started liquidation of Petrikov obsolete pesticides landfill located in the 

territory of wood farm Luchitskoye of Petrikov region in Gomel area.

In 2008-2012 there were 487 tonnes of obsolete pesticides extracted from Petrikov landfill and sent to PUC 

„Complex for toxic industrial wastes treatment and landfilling of Gomel area“. According to experts estimations 

there are still about 800-900 tonnes of wastes remaining in the landfill. Activities in the Petrikov landfill of obsolete 

pesticides will be continued till its final liquidation.

Slonim landfill of obsolete pesticides located in the territory of Slonim region in Grodno area has been liquidated 

completely. Mentioned activities were financed via a grant provided to the Republic of Belarus by the Global En-

vironment Fund and also from the republican budget. The extracted obsolete pesticides and contaminated with 

hazardous wastes soil were transported to Germany for environmentally sound treatment. 

Currently out of 7 existing in the country landfills of obsolete pesticides 2 were liquidated in full, one is in the 

process of liquidation. The liquidation of Gorodok landfill of obsolete pesticides is planned for 2013-2014. It is 

planned that all the remaining landfills of obsolete pesticides in the Republic of Belarus will be liquidated before 

2028.

A separate block of the National plan provides the following actions for equipment, materials and wastes manage-

ment containing PCB:

• continuation of inventory and labelling of the equipment and wastes containing PCB;

• PCB use in undamaged and sealed equipment only;

• control of the equipment, containing PCB, use and early detection of their leakage; 

• continuation of work on  taking PCB containing facilities out of service;
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• transportation of equipment, withdrawn from service, materials and wastes, containing PCB to PUC „Com-

plex for toxic industrial wastes treatment and landfilling of Gomel area“ for storage;

• support of detection and restoration of damaged territories contaminated with PCB;

• moving the equipment and wastes containing PCB out of the RB.

The National plan contains an approximate target amount of the PCB containing equipment (transformers and 

condensers) to be disposed of in environmentally sound manner before 2015, 2020, 2025 and 2028. Most of 

PCB containing condensers will be disposed of during 2020-2025 (21.56 thousand pieces), and as well during 

2015-2020 (17.17 thousand pieces).

3 Evaluation of the legislative framework in the field of wastes 

 and POPs management

Main legislative acts imposing requirements of wastes and POPs management in Belarus:

• the Law of the Republic of Belarus dd. 20.07.2007 № 271-3 «On wastes management» (hereinafter – the 

Law «On wastes management»); 

• the Law of the Republic of Belarus dd. 26.11.1992 N 1982-XII (as amended dd. 22.01.2013, changes dd. 

31.12.2013) «On environment protection» (hereinafter – the Law «On environment protection»);  

• the Decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus dd. 11.07.2012 № 313 «On certain issues of con-

sumption residue management» (hereinafter – the Decree «On certain issues of consumption residue ma-

nagement»); 

• the Tax Code of the Republic of Belarus dd. 29.12.2009 N 71-3;

• the Customs Code of the Republic of Belarus dd. 27.11.2009;

• theAdministrative Offense Code of the Republic of Belarus dd. 21.04.2003 N 194-3.

The Law „On Waste Management“ defines the legal framework for waste management and is aimed at reducing 

the amount of waste production and preventing its harmful effects on the environment, health of citizens, property 

owned by the state, property of legal entities and individuals, as well as the maximum involvement of waste into 

public circulation as secondary materials. The Law ”On waste management” sets: 

• terms and definitions(article 1): 

o wastes - substances or objects, generated in the process of economic activity, human life, whichdo 

not have certain use at the place of their generation or totally or partially lost their consumer appeal; 

o municipal wastes - consumption residue and production residue, included in the wastes list approved 

by the MHU of the RB, considered as municipal wastes, disposal of which is arranged by local execu-

tive and regulatory bodies;

o consumption residue - wastes, generated in the process of human life not related to the economic 

activity, wastes, generated at garage cooperatives, horticultural societies and other consumer coope-

ratives and as well as street and yard sweepings, generated in the common areas of settlements;

o production residue - wastes, generated in the process of economic activities carried out by legal and 

individual entities (manufacturing of products, power, works and services provision), minerals mining 

and processing by-products;

o hazardous wastes - wastes containing substances having any hazardous property or their combi-

nation in such amount and forms that these wastes themselves or in contact with other substances 

may pose immediate or potential danger of harm to environment, human health, property due to their 

harmful impact;

o wastes management - activity connected with wastes generation, their collection, sorting, disposal, 

storage, landfilling, transportation, treatment and (or) wastes usage;
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o wastes disposal - activity on wastes temporary storage and their transportation to the storage, landfil-

ling, treatment facilities and (or) to the wastes usage facilities; 

o wastes storage - keeping wastes in the places of temporary storage at the wastes storage facilities 

until their transportation to the landfilling, treatment and (or) wastes usage facilities; 

o wastes usage - wastes usage for products, power manufacturing, works and services provision; 

o and other. 

• ownership of wastes(article 3); 

• basic principles(article 4), which include wastes management priority against their treatment and landfilling; 

wastes treatment priority against their landfilling; liabilities for environment protection requirements violation 

at wastes management; compensation of harm caused to environment, human health, property at wastes 

management; provision of access to information relating to wastes management and other for legal and pri-

vate entities including individual businessmen. 

• state authorities competence(articles 5-12).State regulation and control in the field of waste management 

are exercised by the President of the Republic of Belarus, the CM of the RB, as well as the MNREP, the 

MHU of the RB, the Ministry of Healthcare of the RB, the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the RB, the 

Ministry of Commerce of the RB (hereinafter - specially authorized republican bodies of state administration 

in the field of waste management), local councils, local executive and administrative bodies, other state bo-

dies within their competence as defined by legislation;  

• waste classifying(article 15). 

 By hazard level the wastes are divided into hazardous and non-hazardous. Hazardous wastes in turn are 

divided into 4 classes by their hazard level: first class of hazard - extremely hazardous; second class of 

hazard - highly hazardous; third class of hazard - moderately hazardous; forth class of hazard - low-hazard. 

Classes of hazard are specified in the Classifier of Wastes, generated in the RB. When level (non-hazardous) 

and class of hazard for hazardous wastes are absent then the manufacturer shall take measures in order to 

define hazard level and class of the generated wastes;

• wastes level of hazard and class of hazard for hazardous wastes determination (article 16).

 Level and class of hazard is defined in accordance with the Instruction on definition procedure of hazard 

level of the production residue and class of hazard of hazardous production residue, approved by the Decree 

of the MNREP, the Ministry of Healthcare, theMES dd. 17.01.2008 № 3/13/2. The instruction defines a 

list of hazard characteristics based on which the wastes level and class of hazard is determined. The list of 

hazard characteristics was developed on the basis of Annex III to the Basel Convention;

• wastes management requirements:

responsibilities of legal persons carrying out waste management which includes waste collection and sor-

ting, nomination of persons responsible for waste management, development and adoption of instruction for 

waste management, ensuring waste treatment or (and) recycling or transport of waste to a treatment or (and) 

recycling facility as well as waste storage in authorized places or landfilling of waste in authorized places  and 

etc.)(article 17, paragraph(hereinafter par.) 1 ) ;

responsibilities of physical persons to collect and sort waste if conditions for so are created(article 17, par.2 );

responsibilities of producers of waste  to develop and adopt norms for waste generation and to define level 

of hazard of waste and class of hazard of hazardous waste (article 17, par. 3 );

responsibilities of owners of buildings to create conditions for temporary storage of waste and other conditi-

ons for fulfilling the requirements of the current law (article 17, par. 4); 

responsibilities of legal persons carrying out maintenance of houses to ensure disposal of waste and other 

conditions for fulfilling the requirements of the current law (article 17, par. 5);

responsibilities of operators of waste storage, treatment and landfilling facilities to keep records of incoming 

waste, to meet the law requirements as well as technical normative legal acts, to maintain in operational condi-

tions nature protection equipment and installations, to fulfil local monitoring of environment (article 17, par. 6);
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responsibilities of owners of waste landfilling activities to fulfil recultivationof such facilities (article 17, par. 7);

requirements for management of municipal waste. Management of municipal waste on the territory of 

settlements are implemented according tomunicipal waste management schemes (article 19);

requirements for management of waste generated by loosing of consumption goods their properties (article 20);

requirements for management of waste generated in garage cooperatives, horticultural cooperatives and 

other consumption cooperatives and some other places (article 21). The main requirement is to develop and 

implement schemes for waste management; 

requirements for management of waste executing construction activities (article 22) ;

inclusion of complex waste management measures into regional planning (article 23) ;

collection, sorting and storage of waste (articles 24-25) , 

transport of waste (article 26). Transport of production waste are executed only with the use of special paper 

– accompanying passport for waste transport (exception is made of municipal waste transported for landfil-

ling by special municipal enterprises). It is required to transport hazardous waste only with meeting relevant 

requirements for transport of dangerous goods ;

• wastes treatment, wastes storage, landfilling and treatment facilities requirements (Article 29 - Article 32). 

Wastes treatment with technologies leading to POPs generation and as well as disposal in the course se-

condary raw materials treatment are prohibited. After January 1, 2015 it is prohibited to operate landfills, 

which do not have appropriate equipment to prevent environment pollution with wastes, products of their 

interaction or breakdown;

• wastes import and (or) export control (Article 27). 

The Law has introduced the following prohibitions and restrictions for wastes transboundary movements:

• ban on import of wastes for their storage, landfilling or treatment;

• ban on import of hazardous wastes included into the list of hazardous wastes, import of which to the territory 

of the CU is prohibited;

• wastes import to the Republic of Belarus is allowed only for the purpose of their application as secondary 

raw materials in the territory of the RB.

Control of transboundary movement of hazardous wastes is carried out within the frames of the CU, where Conso-

lidated list of goods to which applied prohibitions and restrictions for import or export by the state-members of the 

CU within the frames of Common economic community in trade with third countries and Regulation on restrictions 

administration were approved (the Decision of the Collegium of Eurasian Economic Commission dd. 16.08.2012 

r. № 134).
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№ Name Key issues

1

The hazardous wastes prohibited for import to 

the territory of the CU, approved by the Decisi-

on of the Collegium of Eurasian Economic Com-

mission dd. 16.08.2012 № 134 as amended 

on 25.02.2014 and changed on 14.04.2014

The list of the hazardous wastes prohibited for import to the territory 

of RB, including transit and export from the territory of RB. The list 

provides references to wastes category code according to the Basel 

Convention classification 

2

The hazardous wastes restricted for movements 

through customs border of the CU when impor-

ted and (or) exported, approved by the Decision 

of the Collegium of Eurasian Economic Com-

mission of 16.08.2012 № 134 (entered into 

force on 16.09.2012)

The list of hazardous wastes import/export in/out of the RB: 

• from third countries is licensed by the Ministry of Trade of RB; 

• from/to the CU countries is carried out upon the approvals gi-

ven by MNREP

3

The Regulation on the procedure and terms 

for approvals (permissions) issued by the MN-

REP for import and (or) export of hazardous 

wastes, restricted for movements through the 

State border of the RB based on non-economic 

grounds, approved by the Resolution of the CM 

dd. 23.09.2008 № 1397 „On certain issues of 

the procedure for transboundary movements of 

selected types of the goods through customs 

border of the RB“ (as amended by the Resoluti-

on of the CM dd. 26.12.12 № 1202). 

Import to the RB from the territory of the CU member state and (or) ex-

port from the RB to the territory of the CU member state of hazardous 

wastes shall be carried upon the approval (permission) for import and 

(or) export of hazardous wastes issued by MNREP.

4

The Regulation on the procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, export from the cus-

toms territory of the CU and transit through the 

customs territory of the CU of the hazardous 

wastes, approved by the Decision of the Col-

legium of Eurasian Economic Commission dd. 

16.08.2012 r. № 134.

Defines the procedure of transboundary movements of the hazardous 

wastes and license for such movement issuing by the Ministry of Tra-

de of RB

5

The Regulationon the procedure of the guaran-

tee amount calculation to be deposited by the 

owner of the wastes or authorized person into 

the republican budget when importing wastes to 

the RB and (or) their transit across the territory 

of the Republic of Belarus, as well on the pro-

cedure of making such a deposit into the repub-

lican budget and its return, approved by theCM 

of the RB dd. 20.02.2008 № 231 

The owners of the hazardous wastes or authorized persons importing 

hazardous wastes to the territory of the RB or making transit across 

the territory of the RB are liable for causing harm when importing or 

making transit and shall be obliged to export hazardous wastes from 

the RB and also fulfil obligations due to caused harm at import of 

hazardous wastes to the RB or their transit through the territory of the 

RB by making a deposit into the republican budget. The Regulation 

provides the procedure of the deposited guarantee amounts calcula-

tion, making a deposit into the budget and its return 

6

The Resolution of the MNREP dd. 24.10.2008 

№ 89 „On certain implementation actions of the 

Resolution of the CM of the RB dd. 23.09.2008 

r. № 1397„ 

• the form of the notification on wastes transboundary move-

ment;

• the form of the document on wastes transboundary move-

ment;

• the form of the register of the issued permissions for wastes 

transboundary movement;

• the Instruction on the filling in the wastes transboundary move-

ment notification;

• the Instruction on the filling in the wastes transboundary move-

ment document.

7 The Customs Code of the CU dd. 27.11.2009 
Regulates issues of customs control of the goods (including wastes) 

import/export, transit through the territory of the RB

Table 1. Regulatory documents for transboundary movements of the wastes within the EEC are as 

follows:
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The Consolidated list of the goods, which are prohibited and restricted for import or export by the CU member 

states within the Common Economic Community in trade with third countries includes „Plant protection products 

prohibited for import to the customs territory of the CU and falling within the scope of the annexes A and B of the 

Stockholm Convention dd. May 22, 2001“. The list includes aldrin, chlordane, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor, hexa-

chlorobenzene, mirex, camphechlor, toxaphene, polychlorinated diphenyls (PCD), PCBs, DDT. 

The list of POPs, prohibited for import to the territory of the CU, does not contain new POPs. The PCB are pre-

sented as prohibited plant protection products, which is not correct because PCD are dielectric liquids used in 

electric equipment and also as plasticizers in lacquers and paints production. 

The Law „On Protection of Environment“ establishes legal basis for environment protection, nature manage-

ment, conservation and restoration of biological diversity, natural resources and objects andaimed at provision of 

constitutional rights of citizens to live in satisfactory and healthy environment. 

In the field of waste management: 

• approves the waste cadastre and entrusts the MNREP with record keeping functions; 

• determines the concept of production wastes generation norms, limits of wastes generation and storage; 

• establishes environment protection requirements in projects development for construction, reconstruction, 

conservancy, dismantling and demolition of buildings, structures and other objects, settlements, in building 

and facilities operation; 

• etc. 

The Laws mentioned above set general requirements for waste management. Except that, there has been introdu-

ced a number of regulatory acts on certain types of wastes management, as well in development of legislative acts. 

Table 2. The regulatory acts which were introduced for the purpose of the Law „On wastes management‘ 

development, as well as for control of certain types of wastes management and POPs

 

Legal framework Key issues

1 Relevant legal regulations Waste classifying. Accounting procedure. Statistical reporting 

1.1

The Decree of the MNREP „On Approval of the 

Classifier of Wastes generated in the RB“ dd. 

8.11.2007 № 85.

The Classifier of Wastes generated in the Republic of Belarus has been 

approved. The Classifier contains information on the level of hazard 

and class of hazard of hazardous wastes 

1.2

The Decree of the National statistical commit-

tee of the Republic of Belarus „On approval 

of the state statistical reporting form 1-wastes 

(the MNREP) „Report on production wastes 

management“ and instructions to its filling in“ 

Establishes the procedure of filling in and presentation of annually state 

statistical „Report on production wastes management“

1.3

The Decree of the MNREP dd. 02.06.2009 №  
33 «On approval of forms of records in the field 

of environment protection and instructions on 

the procedure of use and filling in the forms of 

records in the field of environment protection“ 

Defines the procedure of production wastes records keeping 

1.4

The Regulation on the state  waste cadastre 

records keeping, approved by the Resoluti-

on of the CM of the Republic of Belarus dd. 

19.06.2010 № 934 

Keeping records in the state waste cadastre, which contains: 

• summary data of state statistical reporting 1-wastes (the MN-

REP) „Report on production waste management”;

• information contained in the lists of the waste treatment facilities, 

waste storage, landfilling and treatment facilities;

• information on PCB inventory;

• information of the Ministry of Housing on the volumes of the 

generated SMW, disposal and landfilling of the SMW, including 

from households and legal entities, on the amount of available 

(purchased) and delivered secondary raw materials to the treat-

ment facilities.
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2
Relevant legal regulations – administrative 

procedures in waste management

Administrative procedures in the wastes management (licensing, 

permissions, facilities registration, norms approval) 

2.1

The Decree of the President of the RB dd. 

01.09.2010 № 450 «On licensing of certain 

types of activity»

The procedure and terms of licensing of 1-3 class hazardous wastes 

usage, treatment, landfilling

2.2

The Resolution of the CM of the RB dd. 

23.07.2010 № 1104 «On certain issues in the 

area of wastes management»

The Resolution approved: 

• the regulation on the procedure of instructions approval on the 

production wastes management;

• theregulation on the procedure of schemes approval on the was-

tes management generated in the garage cooperatives, horti-

cultural societies and other consumer cooperatives, as well as 

on lands for nature protection, health improvement, recreational, 

historical and cultural purposes;

• the regulation on the procedure for issuing and cancellation of 

the permissions for production wastes storage and landfilling as 

well as their suspension;

• theregulation on the procedure for registration of put into opera-

tion facilities for wastes treatment;

• the regulation on the procedure for registration of wastes stora-

ge, landfilling and treatment facilities  in operation ;

• theregulation on the procedure for norms approval of the produ-

ction wastes generation.

3 Relevant legal regulations Obsolete pesticides

3.1

The Ordinance on the obsolete pesticides ma-

nagement, approved by the Resolution of the 

MNREP, the Ministry of Agriculture and food 

dd. 03.02.2005 № 5/6

The Rules set:

• the procedure for obsolete pesticides management in the territo-

ry of the RB;

• owners‘ obligations on the obsolete pesticides management ;

• the procedure of obsolete pesticides accounting, inventory

• requirements for the obsolete pesticides storage and transpor-

tation;

• the procedure of the obsolete pesticides repacking;

• the procedure and processes of the obsolete pesticides identifi-

cation;

• safety, fire safety and health and safety requirements for the ob-

solete pesticides management;

• the procedure for environment monitoring at the place of locati-

on of the obsolete pesticides storage facilities;

• environment protection requirements for the obsolete pesticides 

treatment .

• containdata on characteristics of certain pesticides prohibited to 

use in the RB. 

4 Relevant legal regulations PCB containing wastes 

4.1

The Rules on equipment and wastes manage-

ment containing poly-chlorinated biphenyls, ap-

proved by the MNREP dd. 24.06.2008 № 62

The Rules set:

• the procedure for the PCB containing equipment and wastes 

identification, labelling, accounting;

• the procedure for the control of condition of the PCB containing 

equipment, and damages and PCB leakage management;

• requirements for storage and transportation of the equipment 

and wastes containing PCB;

• safety requirements for the PCB-containing equipment management.

4.2

The TCP 17.12-04-2012 Environmental prote-

ction and management of natural resources. 

Territories. The procedure for restoration of 

territories contaminated with POPs (the Reso-

lution of MNREP dd. 29.12.2012 № 20-T).

The Technical code defines the procedure for restoration of territo-

ries contaminated with POPs caused by economic and other activities 

connected with POPs usage or storage/landfilling as well as materials, 

equipment, wastes containing POPs.

5 Relevant regulations Clinical wastes

5.1

TheInstruction on the rules and methods of 

waste treatment originated from medication, 

medical devices and equipment, approved by 

the Resolution of the Ministry of Healthcare  

dd. 22.11.2002 № 81 

Defines the requirements for waste management generated during 

disposal of medication, medical devices and equipment 
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5.2

The procedure of the collection and treatment 

of the disposable injection syringes, approved 

by the order of the Ministry of Healthcare dd. 

25.10.1999 № 332 

Defines the requirements on management of the used disposable in-

jection syringes

5.3
The SRS 2.1.7.14-20-2005 «The Ordinance 

on medical wastes management» 

The Ordinance on medical wastes management. Developed on the 

basis of the Guidance to the Basel Convention on the clinical wastes 

management 

6 Relevant regulations SMW

6.1
The Resolution of the  MHU dd. 30.11.2001 № 

21«On approval of the municipal wastes list»
Defines the list of sources of SMW generation 

6.2

The Ordinance on municipal wastes genera-

tion standards identification, approved by the 

MHU, the MNREP dd. 27.06.2003  18/27.

Defines the calculation rules for SMW generation standards 

6.3 

The Instruction on arrangement of separate 

collection (collection), storage and transporta-

tion of the SMW, approved by the Resolution of 

the MHU dd. 30.07.2003 r. № 26

Defines common procedure on arrangement of separate collection 

(collection), storage and transportation of the SMW and regulates re-

lations between legal and private entities in the process of activity (hu-

man life) of which the municipal wastes are generated and (or) carrying 

out the activity in the territory of the RB connected to the collection 

(separate and mixed), storage, transportation for use and (or) treatment 

of the municipal wastes.

6.4 

The Resolution of the MNREP, the MHU dd. 

20.12.2004 № 38/37 «On requirements to 

the environment protection at the location and 

operation of the municipal wastes sorting and 

treatment facilities»

The Resolution sets requirements for wastes management, protection 

of atmospheric air, water, soil during the location and operation of the 

SMW sorting and treatment facilities. 

6.5 

The Instruction on composition, procedure of 

development, approvals of the municipal wastes 

management schemes in the settlements terri-

tories of the RB, approved by the Resolution of 

the MHU of the RB dd. 17.04.2009 № 19

Sets the requirements for the municipal wastes management schemes 

in settlements

6.6

The Instruction on the procedure of schemes 

development and approvals on the wastes 

management generated in the garage coope-

ratives, horticultural societies and other consu-

mer cooperatives, as well as on lands used for 

nature protection, health improvement, recrea-

tional, historical and cultural purposes, appro-

ved by the Resolution of the MNREP of the RB 

dd.22.11.2007 № 90

Sets the requirements to schemes on the wastes management gene-

rated in the garage cooperatives, horticultural societies and other con-

sumer cooperatives, as well as on lands for nature protection, health 

improvement, recreational, historical and cultural purposes;

6.7

The Rules on improvement and maintenance 

of settlements, approved by the Resolution of-

the CM of the RB dd.  28.11.2012 № 1087.

Sets the procedure of collection, sorting by types and disposal of the 

municipal wastes in accordance with the wastes management legisla-

tion

6.8

The SRS «Hygienic requirements to settlements 

and organizations territories maintenance», ap-

proved by the Resolution of the Ministry of Heal-

thcare of the RB dd. 01.11.2011 № 110.

Sanitary requirements to collection and disposal of the municipal 

wastes

6.9

The Methodological recommendations for 

identification of the SMW morphological com-

position in the cities with different level of hou-

sing stock improvements, approved by the 

MHU of the RB dd. 21.12.2010 № 194.

The methodological recommendations for identification of the SMW 

morphological composition 

6.10

The Methodological recommendations for defi-

nition and application of conversion coefficient 

of SMW in volumes (cubic metres) to weight 

(tonnes), approved by the MHU of the RB dd. 

21.12.2010 № 194.

The methodological recommendations for definition and application 

of conversion coefficient of SMW in volumes (cubic metres) to weight 

(tonnes)

6.11

The Standard quantity of the containers for 

SMW separate collection and standards for 

waste generation per capita, approved by the 

MHU of the RB dd. 21.12.2010 № 194.

Set the standard quantity of the containers for SMW separate colle-

ction 
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6.12

The SRS 2.1.7.12-9-2006 «Hygienic require-

ments for arrangement and maintenance of 

landfills for SMW», approved by the Resolution 

of Chief Public Health Physician of the RB dd. 

29.05.2006 № 68.

Sets the sanitary standards for arrangement and maintenance of lan-

dfills for SMW

6.13

The Recommended Practices and Standards 

on selection and location of sites for temporary 

storage and mini-landfills of SMW from the rural-

type settlements and urban-type settlements, 

approved by the order of the MNREP of the RB, 

the MHU of the RB dd. 19.01.2000 № 14/8a.

Instructions on establishment of mini-landfills and sites of SMW tem-

porary storage 

7 Relevant regulations Mercury-containing wastes

7.1

The Regulation of the Ministry for Emergency 

Situations of the RB dd.  03.08.1998, the MN-

REP of the RB dd. 04.08.1998, the Ministry 

of Economy of the RB dd. 31.07.1998, the Mi-

nistry of Healthcare of the RB dd. 31.08.1998 

N 263“On the procedure for keeping records, 

storage and collection of mercury, mercury-

containing wastes“

Sets requirements for mercury-containing wastes management 

7.2

The SRS „Sanitation and epidemiological re-

quirements for mercury, its compounds and 

mercury-containing devices management“, 

approved by  the Resolution of the Ministry of 

Healthcare dd. 12.04.2013 N 30

Sets requirements for mercury wastes storage places

7.3

The Standards of the RB2168-2011 «Contai-

ners for mercury-containing wastes. General 

technical requirements” 

Sets requirements to the containers for mercury-containing wastes 

7.4 

The TCP 17.11-04-2011 (02120) Environmental 

protection and management of natural resour-

ces. Wastes. The Ordinance on wastes mana-

gement, generated after demercuration“.

Sets requirements for wastes management generated after demercu-

ration

8 Relevant regulations Waste accumulator batteries  

8.1 

The Regulation on the procedure of collection, 

storage and deposit of waste lead accumula-

tor batteries containing electrolyte, approved 

by the Resolution of the CM of the RB dd. 

09.03.2007 r. № 297 

Sets requirements for collection, storage and deposit of waste lead 

accumulator batteries. Disposal of the waste lead accumulator batte-

ries in the places of collection and storage of municipal wastes is not 

allowed. 

9 Relevant regulations Oil waste 

9.1

The TCP 17.11-05-2012 (02120) Environmen-

tal protection and management of natural re-

sources. Wastes. The Ordinance on waste oils 

management“, approved by the Resolution of 

the MNREP dd. 23.07.2012 № 15-T

Sets the Ordinance on waste oils management 

10 Relevant regulations Accidental release of POPs 

10.1 

The TCP 17.08-13-2011 Environmental prote-

ction and management of natural resources. 

Atmosphere. Release of the pollutants sub-

stances into atmosphere air. Calculation rules 

of the POPs release», approved by the Resolu-

tion of the MNREP dd. 19.08.2011 № 10-T

The TCP sets common calculation rule of release into atmosphere of 

the following POPs: dioxins/furans, PCB, HCB and indicative combi-

nations of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons(benzo(a)pyrene, benzo(b)

fluoranthene, benzo(k)fluoranthene, indeno(1,2,3-c,d)pyrene). The 

TCP is designed for assessment of the POPs release into the atmos-

phere air during inventory of the pollutant substances release sources, 

maximum permitted emissions standards establishment, keeping re-

cords and standardisation of substances release into the atmosphere 

air and other purposes. The present document contains the relative 

POPs release rates applicable to main categories of the pollution sou-

rces in Belarus.
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11 Relevant regulations New POPs 

11.1 

The TCP 17.11-06-2012 (02120). Environ-

mental protection and management of natural 

resources. Wastes. The Ordinance on invento-

ry of the POPs, which have been additionally 

included into the Stockholm Convention on 

POPs, approved by  the Resolution of the MN-

REP № 19-T dd. 26.12.2012)

The TCP is applied for inventory and stock assessment of the che-

micals based on hexabromodiphenyl, tetrabromodiphenyl ether and 

pentabromodiphenyl ether (commercial pentabromodiphenyl ether), 

perfluorooctane sulfonic acid and its salts and perfluorooctanesulfonyl 

fluoride and/or products/goods/materials containing mentioned com-

binations.

The NAS of Belarus has developed the guidance on the best available techniques to reduce the accidental release 

of POPs, which is prepared and published in a book: Accidental release of the POPs reduction: the best available 

techniques //C. V. Kakareka, T.I. Kuharchik , O. Yu.Krukovskaya /State scientific institution «Nature Management 

Institute, National Academy of Sciences of Belarus». – Mn.: StroyMediaProject, 2014, 164 p. 

The Decree «On certain issues of waste management». For the purposes of the reduction of the consumption 

waste landfilling level and prevention of harmful impact of these wastes on the environment, as well as involvement 

into economic turnover of the secondary raw materials the Decree introduced the principle of the extended re-

sponsibility of the manufacturers of packaging and certain goods. In particular:

• there an operator of secondary raw materials has been established, authorities and functions have been 

defined;

• the manufacturers and importers of the packing made of plastic, glass, paper and cardboard and certain 

goods (the list of goods includes electrical and electronic equipment, batteries, mercury bulbs and etc.), 

listed in the annex to the Decree № 313 have the responsibility to ensure collection, treatment and (or) usage 

of the wastes, generated after the loss of customer appeal of the mentioned packing and goods; 

• there a special fund has been established, the procedure of its creation and spending has been defined. 

The Fund shall be formed via finance of the importers and manufacturers of certain types of goods and pac-

king, who concluded an agreement with the operator of secondary raw materials. The agreement shall be 

concluded if the manufacturers and importers do not collect the consumption wastes in the form of goods 

and packing wastes. The finance of fund shall be distributed for the objectives fixed by the Decree № 313, 

in particular, to compensate the business entities (any type of ownership) the costs on wastes collection, to 

finance the programs of wastes management and other.

Table 3. The regulatory acts which were introduced for the purpose of the Decree № 313 development

№ Legal regulations Key issues

1

The Resolution of the CM of the RB dd.  31.07.2012 

№ 708 «On measures for the implementation of  

the Decree of the President of the RB dd. July 11, 

2012 № 313» (as amended by the Resolutions dd. 

04.06.2013 N 451, dd. 25.06.2013 N 527, dd. 

17.02.2014 N 135)

• The Regulation on  coordination of the secondary raw ma-

terials management has been approved;

• There has been definedamount, to be made by the ma-

nufacturers and suppliers on the current account of the 

operator for the collection, treatment and (or) usage of the 

goods and packing wastes; 

• There has been defined the form of agreement on colle-

ction, treatment and (or) usage of the goods and packing 

wastes.

2

The Resolution of the MNREP dd. 28.08.2012 r. 

№ 39 «On the approval of the instruction on the 

procedure of collection, treatment and (or) usage 

of  the goods and packing wastes» (as amended by 

the Resolution of the MNREP dd.10.01.2014 N 1)

There has been approved the Instruction  on the procedure of 

collection, treatment and (or) usage of the goods and packing 

wastes.
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Principle „polluter pays“ implementation. The peculiarity of the wastes management system in the Republic 

of Belarus is payment of the environmental tax by waste owners for storage and landfilling, which depends on the 

waste level of hazard and class of hazard of the hazardous wastes. The Tax Code of the Republic of Belarus 

sets the rates and procedures of environmental tax payment for storage, landfilling of the production wastes (Ar-

ticle 204-209). Current tax rates are given in Table 4.   

Table 4. Environmental tax amounts for storage and landfilling of the wastes (annex 8 to the Tax Code 

of Republic of Belarus)

Subject of taxation Tax rate, BYR Tax rate,USD 

1.     For landfilling of 1 ton:

1.1.  non-hazardous production wastes                 30580 3.058

1.2. hazardous production wastes:                        

        third class of hazard                           777710 77.771

        fourth class of hazard                         387740 38.774

1.3. wastes, containing secondary raw 

        materials                                                   
19386150 1938.615

2.     For storage of 1 ton:                                     

2.1.  non-hazardous production wastes                       6720 0.672

2.2. hazardous production wastes:                        

        first class of hazard                            678790 67.879

        second class of hazard                            199080 19.908

        third class of hazard                           66210 6.621

of which:                                            

        lignin 13560 1.356

              sludge (sewage sludge with coagulant 

      (flocculant), settled sludge after wa-

          shed filters), settled sludge of the bio-

        logical sa-nitary sewage treatment  

710 0.071

        fourth class of hazard                         

of which:                                            

                 halite solid waste, halite clay-salt spent 

        slurry, phosphogypsum
2080 0.2080

      activated sludge of the treatment fa-

        cilities
710 0.071

other wastes 33070 3.307

2.3. production wastes of undefined class 

        of hazard
182200 18.22

The Administrative Offense Code of the Republic of Belarus provides for the administrative charges for the 

following wastes management violations: 

• non-performance of the obligations on packages and goods wastes collection, treatment and (or) usage 

(Article 15.63. clause 1) – is a subject to fines the individual entrepreneur  or legal entities at double rate of 

the cost for packages and goods wastes collection, treatment and (or) usage;

• non-performance of other legislation on waste management (Article 15.63. clause 2) – is a subject to fines 

the individual - from 5 to 50 basic amounts, for individual entrepreneur - up to 200 basic amounts, for legal 

entities - up to 1000 basic amounts;

• violation of production, storage, usage, transportation, landfilling and other wastes and chemicals manage-

ment safety rules (Article 15.4. clause 1) – is a subject to fines in the amount from ten to fifty basic amounts, 

for individual entrepreneur from twenty to two hundred basic amounts, for legal entity from fifty to one thou-

sand basic amounts;
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• violation of biological and other environmentally hazard substances management – is a subject to fines in the 

amount from ten to fifty basic units, for individual entrepreneur from twenty to two hundred basic units, for 

legal entity from fifty to one thousand basic units (Article 15.4. clause 2);

• land contamination with wastes (Article 15.11) – is a subject to fines in the amount from three to thirty basic 

units, for individual entrepreneur from thirty to one hundred basic units, for legal entity from fifty to five hun-

dred basic units;

• forests contamination with wastes (article 15.30., clause 1) – is a subject to fines in the amount to twenty basic 

units, for individual entrepreneur – up to fifty basic units, for legal entity – up to three hundred basic units;

• trees and shrubs contamination with wastes, which are not included in the state forestry fund (article 15.30., 

clause 1) – is a subject to warnings or fines up to twenty basic units, for individual entrepreneur – up to fifty 

basic units, for legal entity up to three hundred basic units.

The Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus provides for criminal responsibility for violation of the wastes 

management legislation, in particular: 

• land contamination with wastes, repeated within a year after the imposition of administrative charges provi-

ded for such violation is a subject to fines or putting under arrest for the period to three months or custodial 

restraint up to two years (Article 269); 

• forests contamination with wastes or wastewater or by other means (forests contamination), repeated within 

a year after the imposition of administrative charges provided for the same violation is a subject to do com-

munity service, or fines, or putting under arrest for the period to three months, or custodial restraint up to 

three years and deprivation to hold certain positions or to practise certain professions or without deprivation 

(Article 275); 

• violation of production, storage, usage, transportation, landfilling and other wastes and chemicals manage-

ment safety rules, repeated within a year after  the imposition of administrative charges provided for the same 

violation or knowingly created threat of human health or environmental harm is a subject to do community 

service, or fines, or deprivation to hold certain positions or to practise certain professions or correctional 

labour for the period to one year or putting under arrest for the period up to six months (Article 278). 

The legislation analysis on the Basel and Stockholm Conventions implementation is given in the annexes 1 and 2 

to the present Report.  

Summary  

Analysis of the legislation on wastes management and hazardous wastes transboundary movements of the Re-

public of Belarus shows that the republic has necessary legislative framework in place: there are defined lists of 

hazardous wastes, procedures on permission issuing, obligations on wastes treatment and/or usage have been 

determined, the wastes import and transit activities across the territory of the republic are covered by making a 

deposit, the Basel Convention guidance on environmentally sound management of certain hazardous wastes are 

under implementation, etc. The current legislation implements the principle of the manufacturers and importers 

extended responsibility in regard of package and certain types of goods wastes (mercury lamps, batteries, elect-

rical and electronic equipment and other) and principle „the contaminator pays“, which provides for environmental 

tax for wastes storage and landfilling.  At the same time it is necessary to pay attention to the following issues: 

• the lists of hazardous wastes do not contain „the wastes collected from the households“, which is regulated 

by the Basel Convention; 

• the regulatory acts do not provide for the duty of the relevant authority to send promptly acknowledge receipt 

of the notification on hazardous wastes transit (Article  6 -4 of the Basel Convention). There is also no cases 

when the State of transit does not control the hazardous wastes movement and a tacit consent is provided 

for within 60 days (Article 6 -4 paragraph 2);  

• the legislation does not provide for the procedure of wastes return or environmental sound disposal at illegal 

traffic from RB, and also there is no determined terms and procedures on deposit expenditure which are 
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made to the budget for wastes import and transit, in case of necessity to take measures on environmentally 

sound wastes management (Article 9 - b- paragraph 2); 

• the legislation does not contain the definition „Environmentally sound management of hazardous was-

tes and other wastes“ (Article 2-8 of the Basel Convention). 

It is also necessary to continue activity on implementation of technical guiding principles, for example, Techni-

cal guiding principles on environmentally sound joint treatment of hazardous wastes in cement kilns, Revised 

technical guiding principles on environmentally sound management of used and scrap pneumatic tires, Techni-

cal guiding principles on production hazardous wastes and organic solvents application and other. 

The legislation analysis on POPs management has shown the following gaps and problematic issue availability, 

which related, first of all, with new POPs management:

• nationally there are no legislative acts prohibiting the production of POPs, POPs containing materials/go-

ods/equipment, and terms of decommissioning of PCB containing equipment, film forming foams containing 

perfluoroorganic compounds, etc.; 

• absence of prohibition against import of new POPs, new POPs containing materials/goods/equipment to 

the territory of RB; 

• absence of requirements for operation of new POPs-containing goods/equipment, environmentally sound 

way of storage of the new POPs-containing  wastes. At the same time the highest priority issues are the 

electronic and electrical equipment wastes management containing and/or potentially containing polybro-

modiphenyl ethers, as well as regulations on polymer products treatment containing or potentially containing 

such compositions; 

• the list of hazardous wastes, transactions on transfer of which for a certain period  (except  transportation 

agreement), as well as assignation of which to another legal or private entity including individual business-

man, dealing with wastes management shall be registered, excludes the hazardous POPs-containing wastes 

as well as the decommissioned PCB-containing equipment and materials; 

• The FEACNclassifier of the CU does not contain items for identification and accounting of import/export of 

new POPs and/or POPs-containing goods;

• the classifier of wastes, generated in RB, does not contain items for accounting of new POPs-containing 

wastes. 

The urgent question is the improvement of the PCB-containing equipment and other wastes management: 

• legally are not regulated issues of PCB-containing equipment management as hazardous wastes but not 

ferrous and non-ferrous scrap; 

• there are no requirements for disposal of decommissioned PCB-containing equipment, obsolete OCPs and 

other POPs-containing wastes, as well as for release levels during PCB disposal, PCB and other POPs resi-

dues number containing in slags, slurries, waste waters and other treatment products. 

The technical regulatory legal act on the best available technologies for reduction of the POPs accidental rele-

ase has to be approved to reduce the POPs accidental release, including costs for the best available technical 

methods implementation, as well as economic incentive for POPs release reduction and application of the best 

available technical methods. 

4 Evaluation of the legislative framework in the field 

 of chemicals management

Health and environment protection within the framework of the national priorities in the Republic of Belarus is sett-

led by the state by means of state regulation instrument. First of all these are national legal and regulations acts of 

different levels, controlling the mentioned field: Decrees of the President of the RB, Laws of the RB, resolutions of  

the CM of the RB, resolutions approved on the interdepartmental level, orders and resolutions of certain ministries 

and departments, having inter-branch feature.
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Currently the organizational and legal basis for prevention and elimination of hazardous negative effect of the 

environment, including chemicals, on the human health and surroundings, principles of chemicals management, 

increase public awareness, improve safe chemicals management and accidents prevention, etc. are settled in 

more than 15 Laws of the RBwhich are presented in the Table 5. 

Table 5. The legislation of the Republic of Belarus regulating issues of chemicals management

Legal regulations Regulated issues

The PresidentialDecree of 01.09.2010 

No.450 “On licensingof certain typesof 

activity”

Establishes the obligationof obtaining a license to carry out certain types of activity (in 

particular, the activities in the field of industrial safety, customs, activities related to natural 

resources and the impact on the environment, transport and forwarding activities, etc.) for 

national security, protection of health of the citizens and the environment.

The Law of the RB of 07.01.2012 No. 

340-3 “On the sanitary-epidemiologi-

cal welfare of the population”

Defines the legal and institutional framework for the prevention of adverse effects on the 

human health of factors of their environment, including chemicals, defines the require-

ments for the state hygienic registration and regulation, examination of industrial objects, 

technological processes, etc., informing the public about health and contamination of 

environment.

The Law of the RB of 22.05.2002 No. 

102-3 “On narcotic drugs, psychotro-

picsubstances and their precursors”

Determines the priorities of the state policy in the field of:

• control over the circulation of certain chemicals (drugs, psychotropic substances 

and their precursors);

• combating illicit trafficking for the protection of the health of citizens and national 

security. 

The Law of the RB of 29.06.2003 No. 

217-3 ed. 04.01.14 “On the qualityand 

safety of food raw materials and food-

products for human life and health”

Regulates relations in the field of ensuring quality of food raw materials and food products 

and their safety for human life and health, including the content of food additives, chemi-

cal substances that may be present in food raw materials and food products

The Law of the RB of 26.11.1992 No. 

1982 – XII ed. Of 22.01.2013 “On En-

vironmental Protection”

Defines the general principles of environmental protection: including the principles of 

precaution and prevention, awareness and awareness rising.  

Fixes the MPC of chemicals, standards of permissible discharges and emissions of 

chemicals such as environmental quality standard; regulates mandatory liability of en-

tities for compliance with standards of emissions and discharges of chemicals, the 

transition to less toxic fuels; establishes the general requirements for the protection of 

the environment:

• in the production of hazardous chemicals, their management and treatment;

• in the use of chemicals in agriculture and forestry (in particular, the use of undegra-

dable chemicals is prohibited);

• preservation of the ozone layer and the regulatory impact on climate

The Law of the RB of 18.06.1993 No. 

2442-XII ed. Of 14.07.2000 No. 419-3 

“On State Ecological Expertise”

In accordance with the Law, the state ecological expertise is conducted with the following 

basic principles:

• of preventing adverse impacts on the environment;

• of a mandatory state environmental expertise before approving the project or other 

documentation on the subjects of the state ecological expertise;

• of recording cumulative adverse effects on the environment of the existing and 

planned economic and other activities;

• of accuracy and completeness of the information contained in the project or other 

documentation submitted to state environmental expertise;

• of legality and impartiality of the decisions of state ecological expertise;

• of transparency and responsiveness to public opinion.

Article 13 of the Law specifies the facilities for which the environmental impact assess-

ment is performed, and its procedure. These facilities include, inter alia, the facilities for 

treatment, recycling, storage and (or) disposal of radioactive waste; facilities for treat-

ment, storage, disposal, re-use of industrial waste, including hazardous wastes.
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The Law of the RB of 15.04.1997 No. 

29-3 ed. Of 14.07.2011 N 293-3,of 

12.12.2012 N 6-3“On Ambient Air Pro-

tection”

Aims to protect the ambient air, including from emissions of chemicals, to prevent their 

harmful effects on the atmosphere; legitimizes the use of MPC, ASIL, emission standards 

for the evaluation and assessment of air quality; establishes requirements for the protecti-

on of ambient air in the application of plant protection products, growth stimulators, ferti-

lizers and other drugs approved for use in economic activity, as well as requirements for 

the protection of the ozone layer, regulation of impacts on weather and climate; prohibits 

the introduction of inventions, discoveries, new technological systems, vehicles, substan-

ces and materials in case of their non-compliance with the requirements of the legislation 

on protection of ambient air and the absence of means to control emissions

The Law of the Republic of Bela-

rus of 12.11.2001 No. 56-3 ed. Of 

15.11.2004, 16.06.2014 “On the Pro-

tection of the Ozone Layer”

Regulates relations arising when dealing with ozone-depleting substances listed in Anne-

xes A, B, C, and E of the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 

of September 16, 1987, including ozone-depleting substances contained in the product; 

sets out the basic principles for the protection of the ozone layer, the implementation of 

which is aimed at reducing the volume of consumption of ozone-depleting substances 

and the reduction (termination) of their use, as well as the introduction of ozone-friendly 

technologies, processes of recycling, recovery, treatment and disposal of ozone-deple-

ting substances; regulates the procedure for the transboundary movement of ozone-de-

pleting substances and products containing ozone-depleting substances, the order of 

their management, metering and reporting, ozone monitoring and control of its security.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of 

10.01.2000 No. 363-3 “On industrial 

safety of hazardous production facili-

ties”

Defines the legal, economic and social framework to ensure the safe operation of hazar-

dous production facilities; is aimed at preventing accidents and preparedness of organi-

zations operating hazardous production facilities to localize and recover the consequen-

ces of these accidents.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus 

of 05.05.1998 No. 141-3 (ed. Of 

10.07.2012)“On protection of populati-

on and territories from natural and man-

made disasters”

Regulates relations in the field of protection of the population and territories from emer-

gency situations, defines the general institutional and legal standards to protect the citi-

zens of Belarus, foreign citizens and stateless persons residing on the territory of Belarus, 

all land, air and water space or its part, facilities for production and social purposes, as 

well as the environment from natural and man-made disasters

The Law of the Republic of Bela-

rus of 06.06.2001 No. 32-3 ed. Of 

12.07.2013, No. 62-3) “On the Trans-

portation of Dangerous Goods”

Establishes the legal, economic and institutional framework for regulating relations in the 

field of transportation of dangerous goods in the RB, is aimed at improving the safety of 

transportation of dangerous goods, prevention of incidents and accidents while transpor-

ting; determines the order of state regulation and management, supervision and control 

in the field of transportation of dangerous goods, ensuring the transportation security, 

recording and reporting on natural and man-made accidents and incidents.

The Law of the Republic of Bela-

rus of 09.01. 2002 No. 90-3 ed. Of 

08.07.2008 No. 366-3“On Protection 

of Consumers’ Rights”

Defines the rights of consumers to receive information about products used for domestic 

purposes, including information about the contained hazardous substances, the rules of 

safe use of goods; establishes the rights of consumers on the safety of products for life, 

health and the environment. 

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of 

05.01.2004, No. 262-3 ed.Of 07.01. 

2012 No. 340-3“On technical regulati-

on and standardization”

Regulates relations arising in the development, approval and implementation of the tech-

nical requirements for products, processes of their development, production, operation 

(use), storage, transportation, marketing and disposal or the provision of services, de-

fines the legal and institutional framework for technical regulation and standardization, 

defines the goals and tasks of technical regulation:

• protection of life, health and human heredity;

• protection of property and the environment;

• improvement of the competitiveness of products (services);

• technical and informational compatibility and interchangeability of products;

• unity of measurements;

• national security;

• elimination of technical barriers to trade;

• rational use of resources.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of 

05.01.2004 № 269-3 (new edition 

31.12.2010 #228-3) „On technical regu-

latory legal acts compliance assessment 

in technical rate setting and certification“

The Law sets out the legal and institutional framework for the assessment of conformity 

of objects of conformity assessment requirements of technical normative legal acts in the 

field of technical standardization and aims to provide a unified state policy in the imple-

mentation of conformity assessment.

The Water Code of the Republic of Be-

larus of 15.06.1998 No. 191-3 

Defines the general requirements for the protection of water bodies, including protection 

from chemicals contamination; establishes restrictions on the use of pesticides, fertili-

zers, wastewater discharges in coastal areas.

The Law of the Republic of Belarus of 

24.06.1999 № 271-3 ed. Of 14.01.2014 

“On Drinking Water Supply”

Regulates the requirements to ensure the quality and safety of drinking water; establishes 

state support for the production and supply of chemicals used for purification and disin-

fection of drinking water; determines the conditions for the application of plant protection 

products, fertilizers and chemicals within the protected zones of surface and underg-

round water sources.
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The Law of the Republic of Belarus of 

December 25, 2005 No. 77-3 “On 

Plant Protection”

Defines the legal, institutional and economic framework for management of pesticides, 

establishes, in coordination with the Ministry of Health and the NAS of Belarus, the proce-

dure for testing plant protection products subject to SR; establishes the procedure for the 

SR of plant protection products and for the maintenance of the State Register of plant pro-

tection products (pesticides) and fertilizers approved for use on the territory of the RB.

The Law of 20.07.2007 № 2/1368 

“On Waste Management” 

The Law defines the legal framework of waste management and is aimed at reducing the 

volume of waste and to prevent their harmful effects on the environment, health, property 

owned by the state, the property of legal entities and individuals, as well as the maximum 

involvement of waste into circulation in as secondary raw materials.

Many of the existing laws, regulations, decrees and other legal acts and regulations may be relevant to the regula-

tion of chemicals management, even if their action is not limited to these substances or they are not aimed directly 

at the control of their management. This, however, does not mean that all the important aspects of chemicals 

management are considered and there is complete complementarity between these acts.

In addition, the regulation of management of chemicals and their mixtures on the territory of the RB is determined 

by the laws of the CUsince July 2010: 

• the CU Agreement on Sanitary Measures of December 11, 2009;

• the Agreement on uniform principles and rules of technical regulation in the CU of November 18, 2010;

• the Uniform sanitary and epidemiological and hygienic requirements, approved by the Decision of the Com-

mission of the CU of May 28, 2010 No 299;

• the Uniform list of goods, which are subject to bans or restrictions on the importation or exportation by states 

- members of the CU in trade with third countries, approved by the Decision of the Commission of the CU of 

November 19, 2009 No 132(as amended on July 26, 2012).
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Table 6. The legislation of the CU regulating issues of chemicals management

Legislation of the CU
Regulatory area in the issues of chemicals and chemical 

products management

The CU Agreement on Sanitary Measures of December 11, 2009

Forms the contractual legal framework of the CU in the field of 

sanitary measures, establishes uniform rules for the implemen-

tation of state sanitary and epidemiological supervision (control) 

over persons and vehicles crossing the customs border of the 

CU, controlled goods moved across the customs border of the 

CU, including potentially hazardous chemicals and chemical 

products.

The Agreement on uniform principles and rules of technical regu-

lation in the CU of November 18, 2010

Establishes the uniform list of goods subject to sanitary and epi-

demiological supervision (control) at the customs border and 

the customs territory of the CU, approved by the Decision of the 

Commission of the CU of May 28, 2010 No 299.

The agreement regulates the management of potentially hazar-

dous chemical and biological agents, and drugs produced on 

their basis that pose a potential hazard to humans (other than 

medicaments), individual substances (compounds) of natural or 

synthetic origin capable of having adverse effects on human he-

alth and the environment in terms of production, use, transporta-

tion, processing, and in living conditions.

The Uniform sanitary and epidemiological and hygienic require-

ments, approved by the Decision of the Commission of the CU 

of May 28, 2010 No 299

Establish hygiene and safety standards for controlled goods in-

cluded in the Uniform list of goods subject to sanitary and epi-

demiological supervision (control) at the customs border and the 

customs territory of the CU (Chapter II; Section 19. Requirements 

for chemical and petrochemical industrial products; Chapter II; 

Section 15. Requirements for pesticides and agrochemicals)

The Uniform List of goods subject to bans or restrictions on the 

importation or exportation by the member states of the CU within 

the EEC in trade with third countries and to the Regulation on 

the application of restrictions, approved by the Decision of the 

College of the UNECE of 16.08. 2012 No. 134 ed. 25.02.2014 

and changed on 14.04.2014 

Ozone-depleting substances, which are banned to import into 

the customs territory of the CU and export from the customs ter-

ritory of the CU.  

Annex 1 to the Decision of the Collegium of the EEC of 

16.08.2012 No. 134

Toxic substances that are not precursors of narcotic drugs and 

psychotropic substances, which are restricted in movement 

across the customs border of the CU for import and export.

Annex 1 to the Decision of the Collegium of the EEC of 

16.08.2012 No. 134

Plant protection products, which are prohibited from being im-

ported into the customs territory of the CU, falling within the sco-

pe of Applications A and B to the Stockholm Convention of May 

22, 2001. 

Annex 1 to the Decision of the Collegium of the EEC of 

16.08.2012 No. 134

Regulations on the order of import into the customs territory of 

the CU of plant protection products.

Annex 2 to the Decision of the Collegium of the EEC of 

16.08.2012 No. 134

In addition, under the Agreement on uniform principles and rules of technical regulation in the CU, draft technical 

regulations of the CU have been developed. Upon entry into force of technical regulations, the section of the Uni-

form sanitary and epidemiological and hygienic requirements regarding these products regulated by appropriate 

technical regulation are cancelled. 

The purpose of the development of technical regulations of the CU is to protect human life and health and the 

environment, and to prevent actions misleading consumers.
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Table 7. The draft technical regulations of the CU in the field of chemical products

Legislation of the CU Regulatees Readiness

The draft technical regulations of the CU 

„On the safety of chemical products“ 

• chemical products, which are indi-

vidual chemicals; 

• chemical products of varying com-

position; 

• a mixture of chemicals

Passed intrastate approval. 

The draft decision of the Commission of 

the CU provides the entry into force on 

January 1, 2017. 

The draft technical regulations of the CU 

„On the security of detergents and house-

hold chemicals“

Synthetic detergents (detergents for laun-

dry), household chemical products: 

• auxiliary detergents (auxiliary deter-

gents for laundry);

• detergents for hard surfaces; 

• dishwashing detergents; 

• polishing preparations; 

• leather and suede care products; 

• cars, motorcycles, bicycles care 

products; 

• flavouring, deodorizing agents, in-

cluding products for odour removal 

in rooms and closed containers; 

• windscreen washer fluids.  

Passed intrastate approval. 

The draft decision of the Commission of 

the CUprovides the entry into force on Ja-

nuary 1, 2017.

The draft technical regulations of the CU 

„On the requirements for fertilizers“

• Mineral fertilizers; 

• micronutrient fertilizers.

Passed intrastate approval. The draft deci-

sion of the Commission of the CU provides 

the entry into force on January 1, 2017

The draft technical regulations of the CU 

„On the safety of paints and varnishes“

Paints and varnishes;enamels, primers, 

sealers, paints.

Passed intrastate approval. The draft deci-

sion of the Commission of the CU provides 

the entry into force on January 1, 2017. 

In addition to the above listed legislation, the country has a number of regulations that define requirements for the 

importation, registration and risk assessment of chemicals and wastes, assessment of the impact of economic 

activities on the environment and health as presented in the Table 8.

Table 8. The List of regulations on requirements for the importation, registration and risk assessment 

of chemicals and wastes, assessment of the impact of economic activities on the environment and health

Legal regulations Regulatory area

The Decree of the CM of the RB of 14.07.2003 No. 949 (with 

amendments dated 10.03.2004 No. 250 and 16.03.2004 No. 

298) „On the National Environmental Monitoring System in the 

RB“

The Decree determines the organization and functioning of the 

National Environmental Monitoring System

The Decree of the CM of the RB of 11.07.2012 No. 638 „Some 

Questions of Sanitary-Epidemiological Welfare Of The Popula-

tion”,

Defines a list of goods which are objects of state sanitary-hy-

gienic expertise and bodies responsiblefor social hygienic ex-

pertise 

The Decree of the CM of the RB of 10.04.2001 No. 495 (new 

addition of 26.06.2013 № 302) „On the SSES“
The Decree creates a SSES

The Decree of the CM of the RB of 23.08.2001 No. 1280 „On 

the order of collecting information in the field of protection of po-

pulation and territories from natural and man-made emergency 

situations and exchange of information,

The Decree establishes an order of collecting information in the 

field of protection of population and territories from natural and 

man-made emergency situations and exchange of information

The Decree of the CM of the RB of 13.11.1998 No. 1741 „On 

measures for further improvement of state regulation of activities 

related to security“ as amended on 28.10.1999 No. 1689 and 

20.10.2003 No. 128)

The Decree contains a ban on consumption (production, import, 

export) in Belarus since January 1, 2000 of ozone-depleting 

substances in Group I and II of Annexes A and B of the Mon-

treal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer of 16 

September 1987, according to the annex.
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Currently, the country exercises the SR and regulation of industrial chemicals, the SR of pesticides and fertilizers, 

the SR of Substance (Material) Safety Data Sheets, the licensing of activities in the field of industrial safety, the 

licensing of activities related to natural resources use and environmental impact.

The SR of chemical products and issuance of certificates of SR is carried out by authorized bodies of the Ministry 

of Health of the RB, the registration of plant protection products and agricultural chemicals is carried out by the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the RB. 

The procedure for the SR of chemicals, including pesticides and fertilizers, is regulated by the Decree of the 

CM of the Republic of Belarus of February 17, 2012 No. 156 „On approval of the uniform list of administrative 

procedures carried out by state bodies and other organizations in relation to legal persons and individual entre-

preneurs.“  

Figure 2. The SR of chemical products 

During the registration tests of plant protection products and chemical production of pesticides, a toxicological 

and hygienic examination for compliance with the Uniform sanitary and epidemiological and hygienic requirements 

for goods subject to sanitary and epidemiological supervision (control) approved by the Decision of the Commis-

sion of the CU of May 28, 2010 No. 299 (Chapter II; Section 15 Requirements for pesticides and agrochemicals 

and Chapter 2 Section 19 Requirements for the chemical and petrochemical industrial products).
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Figure 3. The SR of pesticides and fertilizers 

In accordance with the Decree of the CM of the Republic of Belarus of 14.07.2006 No. 881 as amended on 

26.07.2010 No. 1116, state control over pesticides is carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, inclu-

ding the Belselhoznadzor Department, public institution „State Inspection on Seed Industry, Plant Quarantine and 

Protection“ and the regional state inspections of seed industry, plant quarantine and protection. 

In the RB, only the management of plant protection products included in the State Register of plant protection 

products (pesticides) and fertilizers approved for use on the territory of the RB(hereinafter - the State Register), 

is permitted.

Regulations on the procedure of the SR of plant protection products and fertilizers, maintaining the State Register, 

are defined by the Decree of the CMof the Republic of Belarus of 30.07.2012 No. 1140. 

The SR of pesticides and maintaining the State Register are carried out by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

of the RB.

For the safe use of pesticides for public health, the Ministry of Health conducts toxicological-hygienic examination 

of the produced, imported and used in the country pesticides, and exercises state sanitary supervision over the 

content of pesticide residues in food. Toxicological-hygienic examination of pesticides is conducted in the Re-

public of Belarus taking into account international experience and in full harmonization with the implementation of 

similar procedures in the framework of the CU. 

Hygienic standards of active ingredients of pesticides in food and environment (water, soil, air) are harmonized 

with the EU regulations and published in the Uniform sanitary and epidemiological and hygienic requirements for 

goods subject to sanitary and epidemiological supervision (control), approved by the Decision of the Commission 

of the CU of 28.05.2010 No. 299 (Chapter II; Section 15.Requirements for pesticides and agrochemicals), ac-

ting on the whole territory of the CU.
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Summary

Laws of the Republic of Belarus in the field of the protection of health and the environment are mainly framework 

and reflect the general requirements for the prevention of exposure to adverse environmental factors of a chemical 

nature. On the one hand, it creates a good framework for the development of regulations to regulate certain acti-

vities. On the other hand, it does not allow a clear definition of the legal requirements for chemicals management 

in the country and, in particular, their separate groups (pesticides, industrial chemicals, household chemicals, 

POPs, particularly hazardous chemicals). 

The current system of regulatory mechanisms (registration, licensing) effectively prevents entry into circulation and 

use of hazardous chemicals (primarily pesticides). However, it also requires improvement regarding the registrati-

on of chemicals, including those used in household and consumer products.

A number of essential elements of chemicals management, such as requirements for assessing their hazards and 

risks to health and the environment, classification and labelling, ensuring safe use of chemicals and informing 

employees in industry and agriculture, establishment of producer‘s responsibility for ensuring the safety of che-

micals, requirements for certain groups of chemicals (pesticides, chemical waste, chemicals used in industry, 

households, etc.), informational support for stakeholders on issues related to chemicals management, are almost 

not reflected in national legislation. 

As a rule, activities related to the safety of chemicals management are regulated by industry regulations that do not 

fully correspond to the importance of regulated issues.

Insufficient attention is given in the legislation to the expansion of self-regulating mechanisms to ensure safe 

chemicals management, which include the system of incentives for the use of less toxic and non-toxic chemicals, 

system of tax incentives for the introduction of low-waste technologies, integrated system of penalties for damage 

to human health and the environment, etc.

5 Analysis of assumptions and constraints on the accession 

 of the Republic of Belarus to the Rotterdam Convention

The share of the chemical industry in the Republic of Belarus is more than 15% of total industrial production, more 

than 25% of the national exports, including more than 45% of exports to far-abroad countries, which confirms 

the high importance of this industry and its further development for the national economy of the country. In major 

industries, more than 20,000 enterprises producing or using different chemicals, including toxic, are functioning. 

The spectrum of the crops produced in agricultural production, the presence of more than 5.5 million hectares 

of sown areas involves extensive use of plant protection products, growth stimulants and fertilizers. Approximately 

1.5 million people could be in potential contact wit chemicals in the production process.

The enterprises of the country on average produce about 4.5 million tons of mineral fertilizers, 1.0 million tons 

of synthetic resins and plastics, 200-250 thousand tons of chemical fibres and threads; use a wide range of 

chemicals (solvents, paints, acids and alkalis, etc.). The export structure is dominated by mineral fertilizer, refined 

petroleum products, plastics, and aromatic hydrocarbons. The base of the imports is oil, pesticides, industrial 

chemicals (Table 9).
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Table 9. Production of selected chemicals and fertilizers and trade of chemicals (thousands of USD)

Name
Production

(thousand tonnes)

Export

(thousand USD/

thousand tonnes)

Import

(thousand USD/

thousand tonnes)

1 2 3 4

Sulfuric acid 544.70 297.20 117.50

Phosphoric acid 50.92 165.00 939.60

Nitric acid 1.14 1.00 70.90

Synthetic ammonia 932.44 12,888.50 2,540.90

Oil 

and petroleum products
1,820.04 1,708,421.7/9,528.41 162,440.60/1,004.63

 Petrol 2,365.50 314,037.3/1,296.95 6,898.1/23.18

 Kerosene 610.60 6,5183.3/ 275.63 390.9/ 1,074.67t

diesel fuel 4912.60

heating oil 4789.32

Air separation products 1405.8 126.7

Nitrogen (liquid) 8.57

Nitrogen (gas), thou. m3 10414.0

Oxygen (liquid) 31035.0

Oxygen (gas), thou. m3 3291.0

Argon (liquid) 0.451

Argon (gas), thou. m3 264.0

Sulfur 22.29 5805.0

Methanol 48.50 7507.1 81.3

Dimethyl terephthalate 158.60 648.4 1.3

Phthalic anhydride 13.46 8031.9 147.5

Mineral fertilizers (in terms of 

100% of nutrients), including
4952.52 643429.4/4296.65 20948.1/171.33

nitrogen 631.06
90010.2/344.11 12431.1/135.55

potash 4229.66 535774.9/3816.22 113.7/297.01 t

phosphorus 91.80 - 3517.9/15.95

multicomponent - 17644.3/ 136.32 4885.4/19.54

Paraxylene 46.95 - 37353.9

Ortoxylene 24.32 4108.8 18.3

Benzene 49.87 28448.3

Toluene 1.42 420.9

Normal butane 8661.0

Acrylonitrile 72.201

Propylene 76.949

Ethylene 132.563

Plant protection chemicals: in-

secticides, rodencides, herbi-

cides, plant growth regulators, 

etc.;

Disinfectants

16.00 t
4607.8/3,553.3 t 57826.6/5,902.56 t

Insecticides - 603.00/ 114.68 t* 3636.7/237.08 t*

Fungicides 0.05 4.1/5.98 t* 11386.9/1,134.62 t*
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 Herbicides 0.69 727.1/ 25.25 t*
39082.1/3,753.83 t*

Seed disinfectants - - 7153.7/620.6 t

Disinfectants 57.00 t 3023/8/ 3,349.04 t*
2079.7/433.55 t*

Plant growth regulators 118.0/4.30 t* 
351.6/46.49 t*

Household chemistry 

Synthetic detergents

34.55

6.10

1707.3/2,176.5 t 18089.8/16,210.0 t

Paints and varnishes 62.09 39859.90/41.10*** 41967.00/2,197***

Ozone-depleting substances - 65.6 t -

* - packaged in forms or packing for retail sale or presented as preparations

** - the amount of goods by Codes 3003 and 3004

*** - the amount of goods by Codes 3208 and 3209

The available data relate only to certain categories of chemicals (ozone-depleting substances, pesticides, lubri-

cants, etc.) and do not give an exhaustive presentation on volumes and nomenclature of chemicals used in the 

country. 

The country has a fairly high level of production and use of chemicals, which causes potential problems associa-

ted with the use of chemicals. The use of chemicals is one of the causes of air pollution in large industrial centres 

(cases of chemical substances in concentrations exceeding the MPC are recorded); there is an accumulation 

of toxic industrial waste (expired obsolete pesticides, waste medicines and cytotoxic drugs), contamination of 

groundwater used for drinking water supply, soil pollution in industrial centres, obsolete pesticides storage sites.

In the country, there are over 300 chemically hazardous facilities using more than 20 types of highly toxic sub-

stances, the area of their possible actions is home to about 3 million people, about 250 thousand people work in 

contact with chemicals.

In the country, more than 748 kinds of pesticides are registered and allowed to use, more than 7 tons of different 

kinds of plant protection products were used in entities of the country in 2013. 

Since 2011, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus has initiated work on the accession of the country 

to the Rotterdam Convention: an analysis of the existing legislative acts was conducted, the fee depending on the 

gross income of the country was calculated (paid annually to the Convention budget, amounted to 1,100 USD for 

Belarus in 2012), a draft of the Law of the Republic of Belarus on the accession to the Convention is prepared. 

During 2011, the draft Law was approved by stakeholders (the list of approval included about 20 ministries and 

agencies).  

In general, all the concerned ministries and agencies supported the initiative of the accession to the Convention, 

however, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs refrained from supporting the idea of the accession of our country to the 

Rotterdam Convention before the issues of hazardous chemicals and pesticides management are settled at the 

national level in order to exclude the possibility of bringing to the Republic of Belarus international claims related 

to non-compliance of the provisions of the international treaty. 

The country does not exercise statistical reporting and accounting of chemicals used, there is no national register 

of chemicals used (excluding potent and poisonous substances), the formation of Cadastres of emissions, ways 

and means of transportation of substances is at the initial stage.

There is also absence of a national infrastructure for monitoring and control of trafficking of chemicals (the appoin-

ted national authority responsible for the regulation of chemicals management, the national register and lists of 

banned and severely restricted chemicals), deficiency in necessary skills of Belarusian specialists to create and 

maintain databases of Prior Informed Consent Procedure, for conducting the necessary statistical reporting, the 

lack of information on the inventory of chemicals covered by the Convention.  

The commissions and councils functioning in the country are responsible for coordinating the use of only cer-

tain categories of chemicals (pesticides, fertilizers, plant growth regulators, POPs, harsh and toxic chemicals), 
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or regulate activities in special (emergency) situations, i.e. the acting commissions do not coordinate the actions 

of the responsible ministries, departments and organizations to ensure the safe and efficient use of the entire 

range of chemicals (including industrial and domestic) throughout their entire life cycle, from production (import) 

to disposal.

Therefore, the accession to the Rotterdam Convention gives the State the following advantages:

• the right to refuse admission to the territory of chemicals, the safe use of which cannot be achieved at the 

present time, as well as chemicals prohibited or restricted for use in the State and their mixtures at the stage 

of decision making on import;

• to require the provision of full information on the hazardous properties of chemicals to make decisions on 

their import;

• to receive information from the Secretariat for Risk Assessment of Chemicals and Pesticides (use in other 

countries, the causes of the ban, registering cases of poisoning of workers, etc.);

• to regulate the transit of hazardous chemicals and pesticides, including through the imposition of the imple-

mentation of measures to ensure protection for human health and environment by the exporting party;

• the ability to receive information on the prohibition of the use of pesticides and chemicals in the member 

states of the Convention for the planning of exports, as well as the reasons for the ban;

• to claim for technical and financial assistance for capacity building to meet the requirements of the Rotter-

dam Convention.

Table 10. Comparative analysis of the benefits and advantages as well as the costs and challenges that 

may arise as a result of the accession of the Republic of Belarus to the Rotterdam Convention

Benefits and Advantages Costs and Challenges

Political:

• the country declares its intention to actively participate 

in the practical international cooperation to address one 

of the most pressing problems of our time - the problem 

of the formation of sound management of chemicals (the 

Rotterdam Convention was supported by 169 countries, 

including all the neighbouring countries of the RB);

• the accession will provide informational, technical and 

financial assistance for the implementation of the Rotter-

dam Convention;

• being a Party to the Rotterdam Convention, the Repub-

lic of Belarus will be able to actively participate in decisi-

on-making and to make proposals to the Convention for 

upholding its national interests. 

Economic:

• new opportunities for the Republic of Belarus for the im-

plementation of joint projects with industrialized countries 

by attracting foreign investment will eliminate obstacles to 

the export/import of chemicals;

• reduced costs associated with the control over manage-

ment of hazardous chemicals, prevention of accidents, 

illegal trafficking of hazardous chemicals and pesticides.

Social and environmental:

• improvement of the system of rational chemicals mana-

gement in industrial and agricultural production in the Re-

public of Belarus will contribute to the safety of production 

and use of chemicals to human health and the environ-

ment;

• improvement of the public awareness in the area of the 

chemical management

• the appointment of the National authority authorized to act 

on behalf of the State when performing the administrative 

functions required by the Convention;

• conducting an inventory of chemicals; 

• establishment of national registers and databases inclu-

ding information on potentially hazardous chemicals;

• establishment of national registers and databases inclu-

ding information on acute and chronic poisoning by haza-

rdous chemicals and pesticide formulations;

• preparation of National communications on chemicals 

that are subject to prior informed consent procedure;

• formation of national legislation to regulate the implemen-

tation of the requirements of the Convention.
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None of the chemicals on the list are currently produced in the Republic of Belarus, therefore, the accession 

to the RotterdamConvention will not affect the trade relations of domestic enterprises - exporters of chemicals. 

Another important advantage are the reduced material costs of the State for the recovery of the consequences of 

illegal entry into the territory of the Republic of Belarus of hazardous chemicals and pesticide formulations. 

In general, the Republic of Belarus is principally interested in participating in the Rotterdam Convention, conside-

ring it as an effective instrument for strengthening national security in terms of protecting public health and the en-

vironment by discouraging unwanted import into the country of hazardous chemicals and pesticides. A significant 

argument in favour of accession to the Rotterdam Convention is the need for a uniform regulation of management 

of hazardous chemicals and pesticides in the framework of the CU and the Common Economic Space (Russia is 

a Party to the Rotterdam Convention since 2011, Kazakhstan - since 2010).

At the same time, a deterrent for registration of participation in the treaty is the current absence of a national 

infrastructure for monitoring and control of trafficking of chemicals and pesticides needed for Belarus to comply 

with the provisions of the Rotterdam Convention, and excluding the possibility of bringing claims against us at the 

international level due to non-compliance with the treaty. 

It is estimated by the concerned ministries and departments that the greatest difficulty in the organization of 

operating the assigned national authority for the implementation of the Rotterdam Convention is the lack of the 

necessary skills to create and maintain a national register and statistical reporting of Belarusian specialists who will 

be involved in the work of this authority (chemists, toxicologists). In addition, there is a need of special training of 

employees of customs authorities of Belarus regarding registration of hazardous chemicals and pesticides as they 

move through the state border of the RB. In this regard, technical support from the Secretariat of the Rotterdam 

Convention is needed before the accession of Belarus to it.  

 The accession to the Rotterdam Convention will enable Belarus to contribute to the formation of the system 

of rational management of particularly hazardous chemicals and pesticides, to apply for technical and financial 

assistance for capacity building to meet the requirements of the Convention. In addition, the accession to the 

mentioned international treaty would be a concrete step towards the integration of Belarus into the European and 

world community and will enhance the country‘s international prestige.

Summary 

The Republic of Belarus is not a party to the Rotterdam Convention, although the issues covered by the Conventi-

on are relevant for Belarus, because country is characterized by a high level of production and use of chemicals. 

In 2011, work was carried out on the preparation of documents for the accession of the Republic of Belarus to the 

Rotterdam Convention, but the decision to join has not yet been accepted. 

The main obstacles to accession of the Republic of Belarus to the Rotterdam Convention are absence of a 

national infrastructure for monitoring and control of transporting of chemicals (the appointed national authority 

responsible for the regulation of chemicals management, the national register and lists of banned and severely 

restricted chemicals), deficiency in necessary skills of Belarusian specialists to create and maintain databases of 

Prior Informed Consent Procedure, for conducting the necessary statistical reporting, the lack of information on 

the inventory of chemicals covered by the Rotterdam Convention.  
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6 Institutional structure in the field of waste, POPs 

 and chemicals management

State regulation and control in the field of waste management are exercised by the President of the RB, the CM 

of the RB, as well as by specially authorized republican bodies of state administration in the field of waste mana-

gement, local councils, local executive and administrative bodies, other state bodies within their competence as 

defined by legislation.

State control in the field of POPs management is carried out by the specified bodies in pursuit of the goals and 

objectives in the field of waste management and environmental protection.

The President of the Republic of Belarus defines a uniform state policy in the field of waste management, the 

conditions for provision of state support and other economic incentives, approves state programs, establishes 

requirements for the management of waste generated by the loss of consumer properties of goods, as well as a 

list of products, the manufacturers and suppliers of which are required to ensure the collection, disposal and (or) 

re-use of waste generated by the loss of consumer properties of these products.

The CM of the Republic of Belarus is the central body of state administration that implements the uniform state 

policy in the field of waste management, regulates aspects of international transportation of waste, approves the 

provision on state specifically authorized non-profit organization - an operator in the field of management of secon-

dary materials; approves the list of hazardous types of waste, the transactions on the transfer of which for a certain 

period (other than a contract of transportation), as well as on the alienation of which to another entity or person, 

including individual entrepreneurs engaged in waste management, are subject to registration, and regulates the 

procedure for registration of such transactions.

The MNREP in the field of waste management: 

• carries out measures to implement the uniform state policy, ensures the development and implementation of 

state programs in the field of waste management, plans and activities;

• coordinates the activities of other central bodies of state administration in the field of waste management, 

as well as other organizations in this field, except for coordination of activities in the field of management of 

secondary materials;

• approves the classifier of waste generated in the RB (in coordination with the Ministry of Healthcare and the 

Ministry of Emergency Situations);

• establishes the procedure for the development and approval of schemes for management of waste genera-

ted in garage co-operatives, horticultural associations and other consumer cooperatives, as well as on lands 

for nature protection, health improvement, recreational, historical and cultural purposes (in coordination with 

the Ministry of Healthcare);

• establishes the procedure for organizing the collection, disposal and (or) re-use of waste generated by the 

loss of consumer properties of goods included in the approved by the President of the RBlist of products, 

the manufacturers and suppliers of which are required to ensure the collection, disposal and (or) re-use of 

waste generated by the loss of consumer properties of these products, and plastic, glass packaging, paper 

and cardboard based packaging for imported consumer goods (in coordination with the MHU); 

• carries out the process of harmonizing of regional (Minsk city) programs in the field of waste management;

• maintains a register of waste utilization facilities or defines an organization authorized to maintain this register;

• maintains a register of waste storage, disposal and treatment facilities or defines an organization authorized 

to maintain this register;

• in association with the MHU of the RB, approves technical codes of the established practices of operation 

of disposal facilities and municipal waste treatment facilities;

• establishes the procedure for accounting and inventory of waste by legal entities and individual entrepreneurs;

• exercises control in the field of waste management;
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• issues decisions (permits) for import and (or) export of hazardous waste, as well as suspends, resumes, 

terminates their action or withdraws these decisions (permits);

• participates in the formation of environmental culture and organization of promoting knowledge in the field of 

waste management.

The MNREP in the field of environmental protection and POPs management: 

• carries out state control in the field of research, protection, reproduction and rational use of natural resour-

ces, including in the field of POPs management; 

• develops economic policy in the field of environmental safety in the course of economic activity, including 

POPs management; 

• conducts the state environmental impact audit; 

• ensures the functioning of the National Environmental Monitoring System, monitoring of chemicals emis-

sions into the ambient air, discharges to surface waters, accumulation and recycling of waste, content of 

chemicals in groundwater; justifies and establishes environmental standards, including those in the field of 

POPs management;  

• carries out licensing of activities related to the impact on the environment; 

• coordinates the activities of other central bodies of state administration, local executive and administrative 

bodies, organizations in the field of environmental safety, environmental protection and rational use of natural 

resources, including those in the field of POPs management;  

• performs state control in the field of environmental protection; provides central bodies of state administrati-

on, local executive and administrative bodies and citizens with information on the state of environment and 

environmental pollution, measures taken for its protection and recovery, including in the field of POPs mana-

gement; 

• participates in the creation of the environmental awareness, education and training system; interacts with 

public organizations (associations);

• carries out international cooperation, research, compilation and dissemination of experience of foreign 

countries in the field of environmental protection and rational use of natural resources, including in the field 

of POPs management.

Pursuant to the Basel Convention, under the Decree of the CM of the Republic of Belarus of 15.10.1999 No. 

1590 „On measures on the implementation by the Republic of Belarus of the Basel Convention on the Control of 

Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal“, the MNREP has been appointed a compe-

tent authority responsible for the implementation of the Basel Convention, and the RUEBelNIITsEkologia under 

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection - an enforcement centre for this Convention.

The Decree of the CM of the Republic of Belarus of 05.03. 2004 No. 237 „On the implementation of the Stock-

holm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants“ defines the MNREP as:

• a national coordination centre for carrying out exchange of information in accordance with the requirements 

of the Stockholm Convention;

• a government body responsible for the implementation by the Republic of Belarus of the commitments made 

under the Stockholm Convention.

The MNREP has in its submission 6 regional and Minsk City Committees of Natural Resources, 118 city (district) 

inspections, research companies and institutions - BelNIITsEkologia RUE and Central Research Institute for Com-

plex Use of WaterRUE, Centre for International Environmental Projects, Certification and Audit Ekologiyainvest 

RUE, the National Centre for Analytical Control in the Field of Environmental Protection SI.

The implementation of the provisions of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions is assigned to the Waste Manage-

ment Department, but every structural subdivision of the MNREP participates in the implementation of the Stock-

holm Convention within its competence.
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Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection is the national coordinator of the Stockholm 

and Basel Conventions.

The MNREP, in accordance with the Presidential Decree of June 27, 2011 No. 271 „On approval of the National 

Implementation Plan of the Republic of Belarus under the Stockholm Convention in 2011 - 2015“, coordinates the 

activities of central bodies of state administration on implementation of the National Plan.

The Decree of the MNREP of June 3, 2004 No. 11 established the Coordinating Council for the Implementation of 

the Stockholm Convention, and approved its statute. The main tasks of the Coordinating Council are as follows:

• development of recommendations to improve the national policy on management of POPs;

• definition of priority areas for research on the issue of POPs;

• coordination of the activities of government agencies and other organizations to implement the commitments 

of the RB under the Stockholm Convention;

• facilitation of the exchange of information between the concerned government agencies, public and interna-

tional organizations on the implementation of the Stockholm Convention;

• organization of activities on informing the public on the issue of POPs;

• the Coordinating Council is formed of the number of managers and specialists of the MNREP, the Ministry of 

Healthcare, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Ministry of Industry, 

the Ministry of Architecture and Construction, the Ministry of Energy, the Ministry of Emergency Situations, 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the National Assembly of the Republic 

Belarus, the NAS of Belarus, Belneftekhim Corporate Group, Belarusian Railways.

The Coordinating Council, in accordance with its main objectives:

• develops a system of measures to ensure the implementation of the Stockholm Convention in the RB;

• deals with the technical, financial and personnel support for the implementation of the Stockholm Convention;

• makes propositions to managers of state bodies to improve the normative legal acts in the field of POPs 

management;

• participates in the development of draft concepts and normative legal acts in the field of POPs management;

• makes propositions to managers of state bodies on research on the issue of POPs;

• directs and controls the implementation of activities and projects for the implementation of the Stockholm 

Convention;

• organizes the preparation of information materials and informing the public about the issue of POPs;

• examines the results of the completed research work on the issue of POPs and prepares proposals for their 

implementation;

• performs other functions necessary to perform the tasks assigned to it;

• the MNREP is currently experiencing staffing difficulties due to the fact that there was a staffing reduction in 

the MNREP in 2013, and the Waste Management Department was reorganized into a division. 

The MHU of the Republic of Belarus in the field of municipal waste management:

• carries out measures to implement the uniform state policy, ensures the development and implementation of 

state programs in the field of waste management, plans and activities;

• approves the list of types of waste related to municipal waste;

• carries out the process of harmonizing of regional (Minsk city) programs in the field of waste management;

• establishes the content and procedure for the development, coordination and approval of  schemes for mu-

nicipal waste management (in coordination with the MNREP and the Ministry of Healthcare);
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• in association with the MNREP, approves theTCP of operation of disposal facilities and municipal waste 

treatment facilities;

• coordinates activities in the field of management of secondary materials by establishing a specially authori-

zed state non-profit organization - the operator in the field of management of secondary materials.

The Ministry of Healthcare: 

• carries out measures to implement the uniform state policy, ensures the development and implementation 

of state programs in the field of waste management, plans and activities in the field of management of waste 

generated from consumption;

• carries out the process of harmonizing of regional (Minsk city) programs in the field of waste management;

• carries out the state sanitary inspection;

• in coordination with the MNREP, approves and puts into action the MPC and the ASIL for pollutants in 

the environment (ambient air, workplace air, water, soil) and food (maximum permissible levels of residual 

quantities);

• approves standards for environmentally safe concentrations of pollutants in the ambient air of environmen-

tally protected areas, some natural complexes and facilities of environmentally protected areas, as well as 

natural areas subject to special protection;

• establishes hazard classes of pollutants and the procedure for assigning contaminants to certain hazard 

classes of pollutants;

• performs state hygienic regulation and registration of chemical and biological substances, materials and pro-

ducts, products of technical use goods for personal (household) use, food raw materials food products and 

materials and products used for production of packaging, storage and transportation and sales and other 

ways of alienation of food products and their use (hereinafter - products);

• carries out the state sanitary-epidemiological regulation;

• monitors the state of health of the population due to exposure to chemicals, hazardous waste and POPs;

• implements the policy to ensure the safe for human health use of chemicals, plant protection products, raw 

materials, manufacturing processes;

• provides justification of hygienic safety criteria for chemicals for the health of the people and workers;

• provides hygienic hazard assessment of chemicals, pesticides and waste for human;

• performs registration of diseases and poisonings including professional;

• coordinates activities related to the use of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursors;

• conducts monitoring of the content of chemicals in the environment, food, drinking water, in industries;

• conducts public health monitoring.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus:

• performs state control and supervision in the field of seed industry, plant quarantine and protection, inclu-

ding the monitoring of the management of plant protection products, as well as state phyto-sanitary control;

• organizes the testing of plant protection products and fertilizers subject to SR;

• approves the issued by the Ministry of Commerce licenses for import and (or) export chemical plant pro-

tection products, which are restricted in movement across the customs border when imported by the sta-

tes - members of the CU within the EEC in trade with third countries, issues permits for the import of plant 

protection products restricted in movement across the customs border of the RB on non-economic grounds 

within the CU;

• carries out theSR of plant protection products and fertilizers;
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• maintains the State Register of plant protection products (pesticides) and fertilizers approved for use on the 

territory of the RB;

• formulates the state policy on chemicals used in agriculture;

• monitors the content of pesticide residues in food raw materials;

• ensures compliance with the requirements for creating a safe working environment during the application 

and storage of pesticides and fertilizers;

• ensures secure use, storage and disposal of pesticides and fertilizers for the environment.

The Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Republic of Belarus:

• carries out measures to implement the uniform state policy, ensures the development and implementation of 

state programs in the field of waste management, plans and activities in the field of management of explosi-

on- and fire-hazardous wastes;

• performs state supervision over the management of explosion- and fire-hazardous wastes.

• undertakes specific functions in the fields of industrial, technical, nuclear and radiation safety, safe transpor-

tation of dangerous goods, protection and rational use of mineral resources, including specific functions of 

the prevention and elimination of accidents involving chemicals;

• coordinates the activities of other central bodies of state administration, local executive and administrative 

bodies in the field of preventing and recovery of emergencies, ensuring fire, industrial and radiation safety, 

civil defence;

• issues licenses to carry out activities in the field of industrial safety in operating hazardous industrial facilities 

where hazardous substances are obtained, used, processed, produced, stored, transported and disposed 

of (flammable, oxidizing, combustible, explosive, high-toxic and toxic substances posing a hazard for the 

environment, transportation of dangerous goods by all means of transport);

• develops requirements to ensure safe transportation of dangerous goods, oversees the transportation, is-

sues permits for the transportation of dangerous goods;

• conducts in accordance with his competence certification in the field of prevention and recovery of emer-

gencies, fire, industrial and radiation safety, civil defence;

• develops, approves and (or) agrees upon, according to the procedure prescribed by the legislation of the 

RB, normative legal acts, standards, rules and regulations in the field of protection of the population and 

territories from emergency situations, ensuring fire, industrial and radiation safety, civil defence.

The State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus:

• exercises customs control over the import and (or) export of hazardous wastes, chemicals, including obso-

lete pesticides concerned as POPs, and equipment, materials and waste containing PCBs;

• supervises the work of the customs in terms of customs clearance and customs control of chemicals;

• approves, in accordance with the laws of the RB, nomenclature of chemicals banned and restricted in mo-

vement across the customs border of the RB;

• maintains the Commodity nomenclature of foreign economic activity, provides an explanation for its use.

The Ministry of Industry of the Republic of Belarus:

• ensures the production of chemicals, introduction of secondary materials in the commercial production;

• organizes and coordinates the fulfilment of requirements for standardization, certification and quality assu-

rance of products;

• ensures compliance with the requirements for providing safe working conditions and safe industrial activities 

for the environment during the use and production of chemicals;

• introduces technologies that reduce the risk of chemicals.
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Belarusian State Oil and Chemistry Corporate Group of the Republic of Belarus:

• organizes and coordinates the fulfilment of requirements for standardization, certification and quality assu-

rance of products;

• ensures production and supply of chemicals and petrochemicals;

• ensures the safety of industrial activity for the environment;

• provides a safe working environment for workers in the chemical and petrochemical industry;

• introduces technologies that reduce the risk of chemicals.

The Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Belarus:

• ensures the safe for people and the environment use of chemicals in the fuel and energy complex;

• performs research and development of alternative fuels that are safe for people and the environment;

• ensures the safety of working conditions.

The Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Belarus:

• develops a predictive assessment and determines the prospects of production, use, import and export of 

chemicals, development of chemical and petrochemical industry;

• conducts economic expertise of development projects for industries.

The Ministry of Commerce of the Republic of Belarus:

• sets priorities and ensures internal and external trade of chemicals;

• issues licenses for the import of hazardous wastes into the customs territory of the CU and the export of 

wastes from the customs territory of the CU. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus:

• coordinates participation of the RB in international efforts to ensure the safe use of chemicals;

• regulates participation of the RB in international trade of chemicals and waste.

The Committee for Standardization, Metrology and Certification under the CM of the Republic of Belarus:

• performs the overall coordination of the development of technical regulations and state standards, including 

those for the management of chemicals and chemical products;

• establishes the procedure for the development, approval, the SR, inspection, review, adjustment, with-

drawal and application of technical codes, state standards, specifications and state supervision over the 

compliance with technical regulations;

• approves, enacts and withdraws state standards and changes in them;

• carries out theSR of technical regulations, technical codes, state standards and specifications;

• ensures the establishment and operation of a national accreditation system;

• accredits and monitors the activities of testing laboratories;

• ensures the establishment and operation of a National System of Conformity.

The NAS of Belarus: develops and synthesises new chemicals, plant protection products, technologies for the 

production and use of chemicals.

The SE „Operator of secondary material resources“ is a specially authorized state non-profit organization 

created by the MHU to coordinate activities in the field of management of secondary materials. The functions 
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of the SE „Operator of secondary material resources“ are to ensure the organization of collection, disposal and 

(or) re-use of waste generated by the consumption of goods and packaging, to coordinate the activities of stake-

holders in the field of economically sound management of recyclables, to attract investment, including foreign 

investment, to provide and disseminate information, and to participate in the drafting of laws and regulations. 

Local councils, executive and administrative bodies:

• are responsible for the state of environment in respective territories, the implementation of state environ-

mental programs and other environmental protection activities, develop and approve local environmental 

protection programs, including in the field of POPs management, organize their implementation, as well as 

procurement and financial support;  

• develop regional programs in the field of waste management and organize work to implement them;

• organize work on municipal waste disposal;

• develop and approve schemes for municipal waste management in coordination with the MNREP regional 

authorities, public authorities and institutions exercising state sanitary inspection;

• ensure operation of municipal waste disposal facilities;

• in association with the specially authorized state non-profit organization –the SE „Operator of secondary 

material resources“, organize work in the field of management of secondary materials;

• organize the implementation of measures for prevention harmful effects of waste on environment, health of 

the people and property;

• inform legal entities and individuals, including individual entrepreneurs, about waste management.

In the field of management of hazardous substances, there are cross-sectorial committees and coordination me-

chanisms.

In the context of chemicals management (other than radioactive), the Commission for Emergency Situations under 

theCM of the RB, the Council for Pesticides and Fertilizers under the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and the Co-

ordinating Council for the implementation of the Stockholm Convention under the MNREP are currently operating 

in the RB. TheSR of potentially hazardous chemicals and chemical products is carried out by authorized bodies of 

state sanitary supervision of the Ministry of Healthcare of the RB.

The main tasks of the Council on pesticides and fertilizers of the State Inspectorate for Seed Industry, Plant Qua-

rantine and Protection are to organize SR testing of pesticides and fertilizers; to register and re-register pesticides, 

plant growth regulators and fertilizers; to issue certificates of SR; to establish a Register of current pesticides and 

fertilizers; to terminate registration of inefficient and environmentally hazardous pesticides and fertilizers; to formu-

late and publish the list of pesticides and fertilizers, the use of which is prohibited or severely restricted; to publish 

the Directory of pesticides and fertilizers approved for use in the RB; to implement research and technological 

cooperation with the relevant authorities of other states.

The functions of the Commission for Emergency Situations under the CM of the Republic of Belarus include the 

coordination of the activities of the forces of the SSES during conducting large-scale rescue and other emergency 

operations for the recovery of emergencies, and coordination of the development of draft State economic and scien-

tific-technical programs on emergency prevention, protection of population and territories from emergencies.

The SR of potentially hazardous chemicals and chemical products is carried out in order to assess the conformity 

of products that can be potentially dangerous to life and health of the population, the compliance of the conditions 

of their management with the  requirements of the legislation in the field of sanitary and epidemiological welfare of 

the population, and in order to prevent adverse effects of these products on the life and health of the population 

during their management - Article 18 „SR“ of the Law of the Republic of Belarus „On sanitary-epidemiological 

welfare of the population.“ 

The procedure for the SR of products is set out in the Decree of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of 

Belarus of 17.07.2012 No. 101 „On some issues of the SR of products posing a potential danger to life and 

health of the population.“ The SR of products is an administrative procedure regulated by the Decree oftheCM 
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of the Republic of Belarus of February 17, 2012 No. 156 in the edition of 03.05.2014 No. 424 „On approval of 

the uniform list of administrative procedures carried out by state bodies and other organizations in relation to legal 

persons and individual entrepreneurs.“ According to p. 10.21 of the above mentioned Decree, the SR of products 

(goods) and issuance of certificates of SR, re-registration of the certificates of SR is carried out by bodies and agenci-

es exercising state sanitary inspection and authorized by the Ministry of Healthcare to carry out the SR of products. 

The main tasks of the authorized structures regarding the registration of chemicals and chemical products is to 

conduct hygienic examination of chemical products for compliance with the Uniform sanitary and epidemiological 

and hygienic requirements for goods subject to sanitary and epidemiological supervision (control), approved by 

the CU Commission Decision of May 28, 2010 No. 299 (Chapter II; Section 19 Requirements for the chemical 

and petrochemical products for industrial purposes), to perform the SR of products, issue certificates of SR, to 

register the certificates in the Uniform Register of certificates of the SR of the products of the CU (the Uniform Re-

gister is uploaded to the CU official website www.eurasiancommission.org.) and to maintain the National Register 

of certificates of the SR of products (goods).

Summary

In order to implement the Basel Convention, the competent authority was appointed - the MNREP, which serves 

as the competent authority and a focal point. RUE BelNIITsEkologiya was appointed the enforcement centre for 

the implementation of the Basel Convention, but there is no concept of such a body in the Basel Convention, so 

its functions should be determined. 

In order to implement the Stockholm Convention, the MNREP was appointed body responsible for the imple-

mentation of the Stockholm Convention; an interdepartmental coordinating council for the implementation of the 

convention was established. 

In the MNREP, the functions of the implementation of both conventions are performed by the Waste Management 

Department, which lacks the human capacity. 

Commissions, structures and councils responsible for coordinating the actions of use of certain categories of che-

micals (pesticides, fertilizers, plant growth regulators, POPs, harsh and toxic chemicals), or regulating activities in 

special (emergency) situations, are functioning in the country.

The acting commissions don‘t coordinate the actions of the responsible ministries, departments and organizations 

ensuring the safe and efficient use of the entire range of chemicals (including industrial and municipal) throughout 

their entire life cycle, from production (import) to disposal. 

In connection with the foregoing, and subject to other conditions (presence of a large number of ministries and 

agencies that have the authority to regulate the use of chemicals; absence of a specific structure designed to 

determine the state policy for the control over the management of chemicals), there is a need of forming an inter-

departmental body in the country, whose main function should be to coordinate the activities of ministries and de-

partments, organizations and agencies to ensure safe for health and the environment use of chemicals throughout 

their life cycle, to justify priority arias of activity on chemical safety, to formulate programs for the implementation 

of the state policy and monitoring their implementation. 

7 Informational support (databases, information collection 

 and dissemination)

In order to fulfil the obligations of the Republic of Belarus on the annual reporting under the Basel Convention, 

and to ensure the implementation of the main directions of the state, including scientific, technical, economic and 

investment, policy on waste management, the state waste cadastre is being maintained. 

The state waste cadastre contains information on the regions, districts and the city of Minsk:

• on the amounts of generated, stored, disposed, treated and used industrial waste by hazard class and type;

• on the amount of generated, used, treated and disposed SMW;
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• on the commissioned facilities for the use of waste, waste storage, disposal and treatment facilities;

• on the number of produced, purchased and transferred for use secondary raw materials.

The cadastre data is available for public use only in the part of the data relating to facilities for the use of waste, 

waste storage, disposal and treatment facilities. Data on the amounts of generated, stored, disposed, treated and 

used industrial waste by hazard class and type are published in a summary form. In order to provide information to 

all stakeholders, including the general public, about the amounts and sources of hazardous waste generation and 

the ways of its further management, publishing the cadastre data on the Internet should be considered. 

According to the Resolution of the CM of Republic of Belarus dd. 23.09.2008 № 1397 as amended on 11.11.2013 

„On certain issues of the procedure for transboundary movements of certain types of the goods across the State 

customs border of the RB“ the MNREP shall keep a register of issued permissions for wastes transboundary 

movement. The form of register has been approved by the MNREP dd. 24.10.2008 № 89 „On certain implemen-

tation actions of the Resolution of the CM of the Republic of Belarus dd. September, 23 2008 № 1397» and con-

tains the reference number of the notification, issue date and terms of validity, wastes name and quantity and lots 

quantity, type of packing, type of transport, exporter\importer name and address, date of each waste lot receipt 

and wastes expiry date. Register data are not published in free access. 

In Belarus a notification about transboundary movement of waste and a shipment paper concerning transbounda-

ry movement of waste are used. The forms of these papers are officially adopted and based on Basel convention 

requirements. 

The Basel Convention codes (Y code and A, B codes) are used in the procedure of transboudary movement of 

waste. The adopted lists of hazardous waste contain those codes. For the purpose of national reporting in order 

to calculate quantities of hazardous and other waste generated a transposition table is used. 

The MNREP prepares and submits to the Secretariat of the Basel Convention annual reports on the implementation 

of the Basel Convention. These reports are not published and are not available to the public. The English version of 

the report is available at the Basel Convention internet page (http://www.basel.int/Countries/NationalReporting).  

Information on the results of POPs inventory and work on the implementation of the Stockholm Convention is 

available at www.popsbelarus.by, established by a public association. In accordance with the National Implemen-

tation Plan of the Republic of Belarus under the Stockholm Convention in 2011 - 2015, the formation of a Uniform 

Database on POPs is foreseen. At the same time, the procedure for commissioning the specified database has 

not been approved as scheduled. 

In the RB, only the management of plant protection products included in the State Register of plant protection 

products (pesticides) and fertilizers approved for use on the territory of the RB, is permitted.

The State Register of plant protection products (pesticides) and fertilizers approved for use on the territory of the 

RB, is a Uniform database on protection products and contains the following information:

• on plant protection products (pesticides) - the trade name of the pesticide, its formulation, the common 

name of the active substance and its content, the applicant, hazard class, the end of the registration period, 

regulations for the application, the maximum permissible level of content in products;

• on fertilizers and agrochemicals - the trade name, the applicant, technical normative legal act by which the 

production of the fertilizer is conducted.

In the State Register, the plant protection products and fertilizers are arranged by groups (insecticides, fungicides, 

herbicides, etc.), within the groups - in alphabetical order by trade names, application regulations for plant pro-

tection products are specified by crops (agricultural, medicinal, decorative, flower, essential oil, forest, etc.) and 

facilities (warehouses, silos, granaries, power lines, etc.).

The frequency of reprints of the State Registry is once in three years, and of additions to it - as needed. Information on 

registered pesticides and agrochemicals is posted on the website: http://www.ggiskzr.by/gosudarstvennyj_rees.

Information on the registration of chemicals and chemical products is listed in the Uniform Register of certificates 

of the SR of the products of the CU.  The Uniform Register is uploaded to the CU official website (www.eurasian-

commission.org.)
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The Uniform List of goods subject to bans or restrictions on the importation or exportation by the member 

states of the CU within the EEC in trade with third countries and to the Regulation on the application of rest-

rictions, approved by the Decision of the College of the UNECE of August 16, 2012 No. 134 is available at: 

http://www.tsouz.ru.

Summary

In the RB, the implementation of the Stockholm Convention is widely publicized, whereas there is not enough 

information on the implementation of the Basel Convention. The Uniform Database on POPs hasn‘t been establis-

hed, though it is foreseen by the National Implementation Plan of the Republic of Belarus under the Stockholm 

Convention in 2011-2015. 

There is no National Register of Potentially Hazardous Chemicals in the RB. 

8 Analytical control and monitoring of POPs and chemicals

The Ministry of Healthcare, in accordance with paragraph 23 of the „National Implementation Plan of the Republic 

of Belarus under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants in 2011 - 2015“, during 2013, con-

ducted monitoring of the content of POPs in food and drinking water, including OCPs, PCBs, dioxins/furans.

Monitoring of the content of OCPs (mainly DDT and its metabolites (hereinafter - DDT) and HCHand its isomers 

(hereinafter - HCH) is conducted in meat and meat products (7876 samples of DDT and 8087 samples of HCH, 

respectively), milk and dairy products (8256 and 8149 respectively), fish and fish products (2125 samples and 

2124 samples, respectively). Residual amounts of DDT were found in 14.5 percent of meat samples, 5.49% of 

milk samples, 11.8% of fish samples; residual amounts of HCH were found in 5.15% of meat samples, 0.83% of 

milk samples and 3.0% of fish samples. By all indications of OCPs, samples exceeding the maximum permissible 

concentrations of DDT and HCH were not detected in basic foods. 

The most contaminated were some fish samples, DDT concentrations in some samples were determined at the 

level of 0,019 mg/kg and HCH - 0.013 mg/kg.

Contamination of drinking water with DDT and HCH was controlled in all regions of the country. Total analyzed 

8907 samples (4454 for DDT, 4453 for HCH, 403 aldrin and 400 heptachlor). OCPs were not found in any of 

the water samples.  

The content of PCBs is currently regulated only in fish and fish products, and therefore the residual amounts of 

PCBs were controlled only in these foods. Total analysed 217 samples. Detection rate ranged from 1 to 97. No ex-

ceedances of permissible concentrations were identified. The maximum detected amount did not exceed 0.015 

mg/kg (standard 2 mg/kg).

Analysis of food contamination by dioxins/furans was carried out on the results of 1621 studies, including 326 

samples of meat and meat products, 360 samples of dairy products and 935 samples of fish and fish products. 

Dioxins/furans were found in samples of fish and fish products in 0.2% of samples.

Taking into account the relatively good external situation, the Ministry of Healthcare conducted sample surveys 

of contaminated breast milk of women with OCPs in 84 samples of milk of lactating women in Mozyr, 16 samples 

from Svetlogorsk, 32 samples from Soligorsk, and 15 samples from Dokshitsi, Vitebsk region. The results showed 

that all analysed milk samples contained DDT in the form of the metabolite DDE, which is more sustainable than 

DDT. All samples also contained HCH. From the resulting data on the content of OCPs in breast milk and weight 

of children, daily load of OCPs per kilogram of the child‘s weight was estimated. Daily load of HCH on the child 

exceeded the permissible levels in Mozyr and Soligorsk - in 5% of cases. The same figures for the amount of DDT 

metabolites (DDT+DDE) are much higher - 39% in Mozyr and 32% in Soligorsk. 

Thus, a more detailed study of the situation in the Republic of Belarus requires the development of bio monitoring 

of POPs. 

In recent years, there were fewer studies at sites of installation and storage of PCB-containing equipment; lo-

cal monitoring system of soil at such sites received virtually no development. Studies of accumulation of PCBs 
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in biotic substrates remain rare cases. One of the reasons is poor availability of chemical analytical equipment (in 

Belarus, there is only one laboratory in the Republican Centre for Analytical Control and Monitoring of the MNREP 

where the determination of PCBs in soil and water is performed). 

In addition, there is a need to develop the chemical and analytical framework; development/adaptation of study 

methods, accreditation of laboratories to identify new POPs, especially polybrominated diphenyl ethers and per-

fluorooctane sulfonic compounds. 

Summary

The monitoring of POPs in environmental objects, food products and drinking water is fulfilled. However the 

Republic of Belarus is experiencing difficulties with laboratory studies of POPs, there are no means of studying 

new POPs, bio monitoring of POPs is not being introduced, although the conducted scientific research has 

shown its feasibility. 

9 Strategic directions of activities for the capacity building 

 of the coordinated implementation of the Basel and Stockholm

 Conventions and the safety of chemicals management

Despite the great progress made in the implementation of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions in the RB, there 

are urgent problems concerning the legal and regulatory framework, institutional and human capacity, analytical 

control and monitoring, informational and scientific support to be solved. Taking into account the higher efficiency 

of the joint implementation of these conventions, it is necessary to carry out further work on the basis of a syner-

gistic approach. The RB has not become a party to the Rotterdam Convention yet, but its inclusion in the process 

of synergy is especially relevant nowadays, as it would increase the efficiency of the Basel and Stockholm Con-

ventions implementation, as well as become a significant contribution to the improvement of Belarusian system of 

chemicals management. Currently chemicals management is realized by various state institutions within their re-

spective areas. However, in connection with scope and difficulty of the above mentioned problem, it is necessary 

to make an effort to form a national system of chemical safety that would cope with current challenges. 

As a result of consultations with concerned ministries, academic institutions and public associations, the following 

strategic directions and priority actions were determined that will improve controllability and synergism in the im-

plementation of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, as well as the safety of chemicals management in the RB, 

including through accession to the Rotterdam Convention.

 

Table 11. Strategic directions of activities for the capacity building of the coordinated implementation of 

the Basel and Stockholm Conventions and the safety of chemicals management

№ Activity
Priority

High Middle Low

1

Introduction of the issues of coordinated implementation of Basel and Stock-

holm Conventions and chemicals managementinto the national strategic docu-

ments

Description. Issues of the coordinated implementation of the Basel and Stockholm Con-

ventions, as well as improving the safety of chemicals management, including through 

accession to the Rotterdam Convention, should be reflected in the strategic documents 

of the RB, such as the developing National Strategy for Sustainable Socio-Economic 

Development of the RB, Strategy on Environmental Protection of the RB. Considering 

the lack of informational and material resources, the absence of proper management, it 

is also necessary to elaborate and approve national programs on chemicals hazardous 

wastes management for the implementation of comprehensive actions interrelated with 

certain aims, resources, time limits and perpetrators involved from various fields of 

knowledge

X
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2

Development of the legal and regulatory framework 

Description. When improving the regulatory framework in the field of waste and chemi-

cals management, a synergetic approach should be used. The most pressing issue is 

the integrated improvement of the existing national legislation in the field of chemicals 

management in Belarus, which should be based on the following principles: precau-

tion, „the polluter pays“, „no data - no market“, „the right to know“. It is important to 

carry out further improvement of the legislation on the control over the transboundary 

movement of waste.  Also, it is necessary to focus efforts on the creation of the legal 

and regulatory framework regulating the management of new POPs.

In particular, it is necessary to:

2.1

develop and adopt a Presidential Decree on Chemical Safety, which will determine the 

control system for chemicals management in the country before the Technical Regula-

tions of the CU „On the safety of chemical products“ enters into force. Implementation 

of the Decree on Chemical Safety will allow preparing for the implementation of the 

Technical Regulations of the CU;

X

2.2 introduce into the law the concept of „environmentally sound management of hazar-

dous wastes and other wastes“;
X

2.3 make the following changes and additions to the existing normative legal acts in order 

to strengthen the control of import of hazardous waste to the territory of the country, 

prevent the importation of POPs and increase the safety of chemicals management:   

2.3.1 supplement „municipal solid waste“ to the list of hazardous wastes, the import of which 

into the customs territory of the CU is prohibited;
X

2.3.2 determine the list of hazardous chemicals that are prohibited for importation; X

2.3.3 determine the list of hazardous chemicals that are banned for use in the country in ac-

cordance with its obligations under the Stockholm Convention on POPs;
X

2.3.4 apply efforts to improve the classifier of FEACN codes of the CU to identify and register 

import/export of new POPs and/or products containing them;
X

2.3.5 supplement the Provisions on the order of the import to the customs territory of the 

CU, the export from the customs territory of the CU and the transit across the customs 

territory of the CU with the responsibility of the competent authority to immediately 

send confirmation of receipt of the notification of the transit of hazardous wastes. Also 

foresee situations when the transit State does not regulate the movement of hazardous 

wastes and provides a tacit agreement within 60 days;

X

2.3.6 determine the procedure for the return of waste or its environmentally sound disposal 

if it is illegally exported from Belarus, as well as the conditions and the procedure for 

disbursement of pledge made to the budget for the import and transit of waste, if it is ne-

cessary to take measures to ensure the environmentally sound management of waste;

X

2.4 make changes and amendments to the legal and regulatory framework in relation to the 

inclusion of new substances to the list of POPs of the Stockholm Convention:

2.4.1 amend the Uniform list of goods subject to bans or restrictions in the importation or expor-

tation by member states of the CU within the EEC in trade with third countries, approved 

by the Decision of the Interstate Council of the EEC of November 27, 2009 N19;

X

2.4.2 adopt rules for managing new POPs, such as rules on the management of waste elect-

ric and electronic equipment containing and/or potentially containing polybrominated 

diphenyl ethers, as well as rules for treatment of polymeric products containing and/or 

potentially containing such compounds;

X

2.4.3 supplement the list of hazardous wastes, the transactions on transfer of which for a 

certain period (other than a contract of transportation), as well as on the alienation of 

which to another entity or person, including individual entrepreneurs engaged in waste 

management, are subject to registration, with waste containing new POPs and decom-

missioned equipment and materials containing PCBs

X

2.4.4 improve/upgrade the classifier of waste generated in Belarus for registering waste con-

taining new POPs;
X

2.4.5 at the legislative level, resolve the issues of management of PCB-containing equipment 

as hazardous waste and not as scrap ferrous and non-ferrous metals;
X

2.4.6 provide economic incentives to reduce emissions of POPs and the use of the best 

available techniques;
X

2.4.7 adopt a technical normative legal act regulating the best available techniques to reduce 

unintentional emissions of POPs with due regard to the cost of their implementation;
X
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2.4.8 establish requirements for the emission levels in the disposal of PCB, content of resi-

dual amounts of PCBs and other POPs in the slag, sludge, sewage, and other derivative 

products;

X

2.4.9 provide the introduction of obligations under the Conventions in the Technical Regulati-

ons of the CU, concerning the regulation of the management of chemical products.
X

3 Introduction of strong institutional, including involvement of all stakeholders, 

coordination and cooperation

Description. Within the development of an appropriate institutional framework, it is ne-

cessary, in order to implement the synergistic approach, to establish a uniform coordi-

nating centre, build human resource capacity, train specialists and develop their skills:

3.1 create a uniform coordinating mechanism for the implementation of the Basel and 

Stockholm Conventions and the management of chemicals in Belarus. At the initial 

stage, this function could be performed by an office, created for the implementation of 

an individual project, e.g. international technical assistance. In the long-term prospect, 

the functions of coordination and control in this area could be entrusted to a specially 

established agency/department for the management of chemicals. At the initial stage, 

the establishment of such a structure should be financed from the budget, but in the 

future it should be switched to the self-financing at the expense of chemical manufactu-

rers with due regard to the practices of other states;

X

3.2 build the institutional capacity to implement the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, 

including through training and exchange of experiences with other Parties of the Con-

ventions;

X

3.3 build the human resource and technical capacity of customs services to control the 

export/import of chemicals at the state border of Belarus;
X

3.4 create the potential for the development of infrastructure, inventory of chemicals, main-

taining databases on Prior Informed Consent Procedure for the development of docu-

ments for accession to the Rotterdam Convention, including through training by other 

Parties to the Convention;

X

3.5 conduct a series of informational/educational workshops on new POPs. X

4 Development of monitoring of the impact of chemicals on health and the envi-

ronment

Description. The Republic of Belarus is experiencing difficulties with laboratory studies 

of POPs, there are no means of studying new POPs, biomonitoring of POPs is not being 

introduced, although the conducted scientific research has shown its feasibility. In this 

connection, it is necessary to:

4.1 build chemical and analytical capacity to conduct studies of PCBs in the environment; X

4.2 development of the chemical and analytical framework; development/adaptation of stu-

dy methods, accreditation of laboratories to identify new POPs, especially polybromina-

ted diphenyl ethers and perfluorooctane sulfonic compounds.

X

4.3 take measures to introduce biomonitoring of POPs; X

4.4 develop monitoring of POPs, including new POPs in components of the environment X

5 Capacity building in information and data collecting, management and exchan-

geamong stakeholders

Description. In order to raise awareness and involve stakeholders in the processes 

of hazardous waste and POPs management, it is necessary to improve the exchange 

of information between the responsible state agencies and concerned organizations, 

strive for transparency of the information and improve public access to information on 

hazardous waste and POPs. There is also need to establish informational systems and 

gain knowledge about the safety of chemicals. In particular, it is necessary to:

5.1 establish a national register of potentially hazardous chemicals; X

5.2 develop lists of banned and severely restricted chemicals; X

5.3 publish relevant information on the MNREP website relating to the implementation of 

the Basel and Stockholm Conventions, the MNREP participation in international activi-

ties under these Conventions, the results of the implementation of the National Action 

Plan for the Stockholm Convention, etc.;

X

5.4 publish on the MNREP website the wastes cadastre, the register of the issued permis-

sions for the wastes transboundary movement;
X
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5.5 establish the procedure for the maintenance of a uniform database on POPs and ensu-

re its publication on the MNREP website.
X

6 Development of scientific and practical research and activities

Description. It is necessary to concentrate on the identification, the inventory of POPs, 

the assessment of POPs resources, the migration of PCBs and their accumulation. A 

scientific research should be done in order to:

6.1 improve scientific and methodological foundations for the identification and inventory of 

POPs and assessment of their resources in the country;
X

6.2 carry out research and evaluation of resources of new POPs, develop measures for their 

withdrawal from circulation, collection, packaging and transportation to storage sites;
X

6.3 update the inventory of PCBs, including in the composition of small capacitors contai-

ning PCBs; establish an environmentally sound management of small capacitors;
X

6.4 carry out inventory of chemicals according to the list under the Rotterdam Convention 

for the preparation of documents for accession to it;
X

6.5 study the migration of PCBs, their accumulation in biotic components, sediments; carry 

out environmental risk assessment in relation to soil contamination with PCBs;
X

6.6 study the background concentrations of POPs in components of the environment, de-

velop a monitoring system;
X

6.7 identify areas contaminated with PCBs and other POPs (so-called „hot spots“), esta-

blish regulatory and methodological foundations of their purification.
X

7 Active participation in international processes 

Description. Active participation in international processes in the field of hazardous 

waste, POPs and chemicals management is a prerequisite for progress at the national 

level. It should be taken into account that countries of the CU are the Parties to the Rot-

terdam Convention. The Russian Federation has taken a decision to sign the Minamata 

Convention on Mercury. Efforts should be made to implement the following internatio-

nal documents in the country:

7.1 SAICM - the main framework document to address chemical safety issues at the inter-

national and national levels, in which the RB participates. Successful implementation of 

SAICM is based on the interaction of the involved state agencies, industries and non-

governmental organizations, including the scientific community and the public;

X

7.2 Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals - to carry out 

the transition to this system and adopt the information about the potential risk of a che-

mical and means of precaution and first aid as its obligatory element; 

X

7.3 The Rotterdam Convention - prepare documents for accession to this Convention; X

7.4 The Minamata Convention on Mercury - prepare documents for adoption/accession to 

the Convention.  
X

8 Project activities

Description. Given the fundamental importance of sound management of hazardous 

wastes and chemicals, in order to protect the environment and public health in the RB, 

it is important to consider obtaining international grant assistance for the implementati-

on of priority measures:

8.1 in building capacity in coordinated implementation of Basel and Stockholm Conventions; X

8.2 in the accession to the Rotterdam Convention, the Minamata Convention on Mercury 

and building capacity to regulate the safe management of chemicals;
X

8.3 in preparation of feasibility study on creation of the facility for ecologically sound mana-

gement of hazardous wastes including POPs.
X
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10 Conclusion 

During the last twenty years a substantial progress was achieved both internationally and nationally in the field of re-

gulation and control of management of hazardous chemicals and wastes. Internationally, in addition to the Basel Con-

vention, three new global agreements were signed - the Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions, and the Minamata 

Convention, which have joined efforts aimed at reduction of the negative impact of hazardous chemicals on human 

health and environment. 

To elaborate more consistent and effective approach in making decisions concerning the chemicals and hazardous 

wastes globally, regionally and nationally as well as raising public awareness, the countries make decisions to improve 

cooperation and coordination, implementing a so called synergy approach.

At present the Republic of Belarus is a party to the Basel and Stockholm Conventions. Assessment of the current si-

tuation on the implementation of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions in the RB, and also the existing preconditions 

and obstacles for accession to the Rotterdam Convention led to the following conclusions: 

1. National strategies and action plans namely the National strategy of sustainable social and economic develo-

pment for the period till 2020, defined for the period of 2010-2011, the Strategy for environment protection 

of the RB for the period till 2025, and the National plan on obligations undertaken by the RB execution to imple-

ment provisions of the Stockholm Convention in 2011-2015 include measures for fulfilling obligations under the 

Basel and Stockholm Conventions.

2. The Republic of Belarus has a necessary legislative framework in place for fulfilling obligations under the Basel 

and Stockholm Conventions: there are defined lists of hazardous wastes, procedures on permission issuing, ob-

ligations on wastes treatment and/or usage have been determined, the wastes import and transit activities across 

the territory of the RB are covered with financial guaranties, the Basel Convention guidance on environmentally 

sound management of certain hazardous wastes are under implementation, etc. The current legislation imple-

ments a principle of “extended producer responsibility” in regard of package and certain types of consumption 

goods (mercury lamps, batteries, electrical and electronic equipment and others) and the „polluter pays principle“, 

which provides for environmental tax for wastes storage and landfilling. At the same time there are some issues 

which require changes such as amending hazardous wastes list with “wastes collected from the households“, 

improving the procedure of acknowledgement receipt of the notification on hazardous wastes transit, identifying 

the procedure of wastes return or environmentally sound disposal in case of illegal traffic as well as introduction of 

the term of „environmentally sound management of waste” to the national law. 

It is also necessary to continue the activity on the implementation of technical guiding principles, for example, 

Technical Guiding Principles on Environmentally Sound Joint Treatment of Hazardous Wastes in Cement Kilns, Re-

vised Technical Guiding Principles on Environmentally Sound Management of Used and Scrap Pneumatic Tires, 

Technical Guiding Principles on Production Hazardous Wastes and Organic Solvents Application and others.

3. The legislation analysis on POPs management has shown the gaps related to new POPs management. The urgent 

question is the improvement of management ofPCB-containing equipment and other wastes. The technical regula-

tory legal act on the best available technologies for reduction of the POPs accidental release has to be approved to 

reduce the POPs accidental  release, including costs for the best available technical methods implementation, as 

well as economic incentive for POPs release reduction and application of the best available technical methods.

4. Analyses of the legislation in the area of hazardous substances management has shown that in the Republic 

of Belarus not enough attention is paid to the issues of chemical safety. Laws of the Republic of Belarus in the 

field of protection of health and the environment are mainly framework and reflect the general requirements for 

the prevention of exposure to adverse environmental factors of a chemical nature. On the one hand, it creates 

a good framework for the development of regulations to regulate certain activities. On the other hand, it does 

not allow a clear definition of the legal requirements for chemicals management in the country and, in particular, 

their separate groups (pesticides, industrial chemicals, household chemicals, POPs, particularly hazardous 

chemicals). 

A current system of regulatory mechanisms (registration, licensing) effectively prevents entry into the circulation 

and use of hazardous chemicals (primarily pesticides). However, it also requires improvement regarding the regis-

tration of chemicals, including those used in household and consumer products.
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A number of essential elements of chemicals management, such as requirements for assessing their hazards and 

risks to health and the environment, classification and labelling, ensuring safe use of chemicals and informing 

employees in industry and agriculture, establishment of producer‘s responsibility for ensuring the safety of che-

micals, requirements for certain groups of chemicals (pesticides, chemical waste, chemicals used in industry, 

households, etc.), information support for stakeholders on issues related to chemicals management, are almost 

not reflected in national legislation. 

As a rule, activities related to the safety of chemicals management are regulated by industry regulations that do not 

fully correspond to the importance of the regulated issues.

In the legislation insufficient attention is given to the expansion of self-regulating mechanisms to ensure safe che-

micals management, which include the system of incentives for the use of less toxic and non-toxic chemicals, 

system of tax incentives for the introduction of low-waste technologies, integrated system of penalties for damage 

to human health and the environment, etc.

5. The Republic of Belarus is not a party to the Rotterdam Convention, although the issues covered by the 

Convention are relevant for Belarus, because country is characterized by a high level of production and use 

of chemicals. 

In general, the Republic of Belarus is principally interested in participating in the Rotterdam Convention, con-

sidering it as an effective instrument for strengthening national security in terms of protecting public health and 

the environment by discouraging unwanted the import of hazardous chemicals and pesticides into the country. 

A significant argument in favour of accession to the Rotterdam Convention is the need for a uniform regulation 

of the management of hazardous chemicals and pesticides in the framework of the CU and the Common Eco-

nomic Space (Russia is a Party to the Rotterdam Convention since 2011, Kazakhstan - since 2010).

In 2011, work was carried out on the preparation of documents for the accession of the Republic of Belarus to the 

Rotterdam Convention, but the decision to join has not yet been accepted.

The main obstacles to accession of the Republic of Belarus to the Rotterdam Convention are absence of a 

national infrastructure for monitoring and control of transporting of chemicals (the appointed national authority 

responsible for the regulation of chemicals management, the national register and lists of banned and severely 

restricted chemicals), deficiency in necessary skills of Belarusian specialists to create and maintain databases of 

Prior Informed Consent Procedure, for conducting the necessary statistical reporting, the lack of information on 

the inventory of chemicals covered by the Rotterdam Convention.  

6. In order to implement the Basel Convention, the competent authority was appointed - the MNREP, which serves 

as the competent authority and a focal point. 

In order to implement the Stockholm Convention, the MNREP was appointed to act as a body responsible for the 

implementation of the Stockholm Convention, an interdepartmental coordinating council for the implementation of 

the convention was established. 

Commissions, structures and councils responsible for coordinating the actions of the use of certain categories 

of chemicals (pesticides, fertilizers, plant growth regulators, POPs, harsh and toxic chemicals), or regulating ac-

tivities in special (emergency) situations, are functioning in the country. The acting commissions don‘t coordinate 

the actions of the responsible ministries, departments and organizations ensuring the safe and efficient use of the 

entire range of chemicals (including industrial and municipal) throughout their entire life cycle, from production 

(import) to disposal. 

In connection with the foregoing, and subject to other conditions (presence of a large number of ministries and 

agencies that have the authority to regulate the use of chemicals; absence of a specific structure designed to 

determine the state policy for the control over the management of chemicals), there is a need of forming an inter-

departmental body in the country, whose main function should be to coordinate the activities of ministries and de-

partments, organizations and agencies to ensure safe for health and the environment use of chemicals throughout 

their life cycle, to justify priority arias of activity on chemical safety, to formulate programs for the implementation of 

the state policy and monitoring their implementation. 

7. In the Republic of Belarus, the implementation of the Stockholm Convention is widely publicized, whereas there is 

not enough information on the implementation of the Basel Convention. The Uniform Database on POPs hasn‘t been 
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established, though it is foreseen by the National Implementation Plan of the Republic of Belarus under the Stock-

holm Convention in 2011-2015. 

There is no National Register of Potentially Hazardous Chemicals in the RB. 

8. The monitoring of POPs in environmental objects, food products and drinking water is fulfilled. However, the 

Republic of Belarus is experiencing difficulties with laboratory studies of POPs, there are no means of studying 

new POPs, biomonitoring of POPs is not being introduced, although the conducted scientific research has 

shown its feasibility. 

9. During the consultations with concerned ministries, academic institutions and non-governmental organizations 

the Strategic directions for improving the capacity of the coordinated implementation of the Basel and Stockholm 

Conventions and for the creation of the system of rational management of extremely hazardous chemicals and 

pesticides, including the possibility of participation of the Republic of Belarus in the regulation of trade of hazar-

dous chemicals at the international level have been developed. The Strategic directions include measures to be 

taken in the area of strategic planning, development of the normative judicial bases especially regarding the new 

POPS, creation of strong institutional systems providing involvement of all interested stakeholders, development of 

POPs monitoring, capacity building in the area of collection, management and exchange of information, develop-

ment of scientific research. Along with these strategic directions active participation in international processes are 

paramount important for achieving progress at the national level. It was recommended to accede to the Rotterdam 

Convention and the Minamata Convention and to utilize possibilities for obtaining international financial assistance 

to undertake the following priority measures: building capacity in coordinated implementation of the Basel and 

Stockholm Conventions; accession to the Rotterdam and Minamata Conventions and, preparation of feasibility 

study on creation of the facility for environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes including POPs.
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FEACN code 

of the CU
Name of goods

Code of type of waste under the 

classification of the Basel Conventi-

on on the Control of Transboundary 

Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal

Code of type of 

waste under the 

classification of 

the Organization 

for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development

Code of consti-

tuents of types 

of potentially 

hazardous was-

tes under the 

classification of 

the Organization 

for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development

uniform list of 

wastes A, B

the main list of re-

gulated wastes Y

uniform list of wastes 

A, B

the main list of regula-

ted wastes Y

from 2805 40 Wastes whose compo-

sition includes any of 

the following substan-

ces as a component of 

pollutant:

A1030    
from 7204

from 7404 00

from 7503 00
arsenic, arsenic com-

pounds
 Y24 AA090*** C8

from 7602 00

mercury, mercury com-

pounds (except mercu-

ry lamps and fluores-

cent tubes)

 Y29 AA100 C16

from 7802 00 000 0

     

from 7902 00 000 0

from 8002 00 000 0

from 8101 97 000 0

from 8102 97 000 0

from 8103 30 000 0

from 8104 20 000 0

from 8105 30 000 0

from 8106 00 100 0

from 8107 30 000 0

from 8108 30 000 0

from 8109 30 000 0

from 8110 20 000 0

from 8111 00 190 0

from 8112 13 000 0

from 8112 22 000 0

from 8112 52 000 0

from 8112 92 100 0

from 8112 92 210 1

from 8112 92 210 9

from 8113 00 400 0

from 8104 20 000 0

Magnesium dust     from 8104 30 000 0

from 8104 90 000 0

from 2620 91 000 0

Dust from metallurgical 

plants and production 

of glass containing 

beryllium and its com-

pounds

 Y20   

Annex 1. The hazardous wastes, the import of which into the customs territory of the CU is banned*, **
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from 2620 29 000 0
Dust containing lead 

and its compounds
 Y31   

from 2620 99 950 9
Dust containing vanadi-

um compounds
    

from 2620
Galvanic sludge A1050

Y17, Y7, Y21, Y22, 

Y23, Y26, Y33
AA120  

from 2837

from 2620

Slag, ash and residues 

(other than generated 

from the manufacture 

of iron or steel) conta-

ining metals, arsenic or 

their compounds,

    

including:

 

- metal residues and 

residues that consist 

of alloys of any of the 

following substances: 

arsenic, beryllium, lead, 

mercury

A1010 Y20, Y24, Y29, Y31   

 

manganese sludge 

from the production of 

electrolytic manganese 

dioxide

    

 
arsenic cake from cop-

per production
A1030 Y24   

 
arsenic-potassium cake 

from tin production
A1030 Y24   

 
arsenate-calcium waste 

from lead production
A1030 Y24   

 

s e l e n i u m - m e r c u r y 

sludge from sulfuric 

acid production

 Y25, Y29   

 
lead, nickel and cadmi-

um hydroxides sludge
 Y31, Y26   

 

wastealluminum chlo-

ride doped with aceto-

phenone

 Y15   

from 2620 21 000 0
leaded gasoline sludge 

and leaded anti-knock 

compound sludge

A3030 Y31   from 2710

from 3811 11

 

sludge (waste liquor) 

after zinc treatment, 

dust and precipitation

A1070    

 

ash from the incinerati-

on of insulated copper 

wire

A1090    

from 3825 50 000 0

metal pickling liquors, 

hydraulic fluids, brake 

fluids and anti-freeze

A1060 Y17 AA130  

from 7902 00 000 0
zinc residues contai-

ning lead and cadmium
A1080

Y26 GA240

 Y31 GA150

 AA030

from 3825 69 000 0

waste electrolyte solu-

tions from electrolysis 

processes of separati-

on and purification of 

copper

A1110

Y34

 

C23

Y35 C24
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from 3825 50 000 0
waste etching solutions 

containing copper
A1130 Y22 AA130 C6

from 8548 10
waste lead-acid batte-

ries, undismantled
A1160 Y31 AA170 C18

from 7001 00 100 0

waste glass from catho-

de-ray tubes and other 

types of waste glass 

with active coating

A2010  AB040  

from 2524 waste asbestos in the 

form of dust and fibers
A2050 Y36 RB010 C25

from 6812

from 6811 40,000

products of asbestos-

cement, cellulose fiber 

cement or similar used 

materials containing 

asbestos

    

from 7019

waste fiberglass similar 

to asbestos in physical 

and chemical proper-

ties

  RB020  

from 8539 waste mercury lamps 

and fluorescent tubes
 Y29 AA100 C16

from 8540

from 3802
sorbent agents doped 

with phosphine or ar-

sine, more than 50% 

used

 Y24  C8
from 2818

from 3824

from 2842

from 2621

slag and ash from was-

te incineration facilities 

(including fly-ash and 

dust)

 Y18   

from 2621
slag and ash from pyro-

lysis plants
 Y11   

from 2713 90
– waste from produc-

tion or processing of 

petroleum coke and bi-

tumen (excluding pyro-

lysis resin), including:

A3010, Y11, AC010

 

from 3825  Y39  

 A3030,  RA020

 A3190   

 acidic resin, acid tar  Y11   

 

acid sludge from the 

purification of oils con-

taining sulfuric acid, 

resinif iedsulfonated 

compounds

 Y11   

 

acid sludge from the 

production of sulfonate 

additives (sulfonation of 

white oils), containing 

sulfuric acid and heavy 

organic sulfonates

 Y11   

 

acid sludge from the 

purification of aromatic 

hydrocarbon containing 

sulfuric acid, aromatic 

compounds, sulfonic 

acids

 Y11   
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acid sludge from the 

purification of paraffins 

containing sulfuric acid, 

organic compounds

 Y11   

 

acid tar from sulfate 

separation at coke pro-

duction benzene rectifi-

cation plant

 Y11   

 
residues from acid re-

sins treatment
 Y11   

 
sludges from coke and 

gas plants
 Y39   

from 2710 – waste oils, including:
A3020, A3040, 

A4060, A3180

Y8,

  Y9,

Y10

 

oil as water emulsions 

or as mixtures with 

water

A4060 Y9   

 

oils in the form of 

sludge from storage 

tanks

    

 
oils that are not usable 

as primary products
A3020, A3040 Y8   

2710 91 000 0
waste oils containing 

PCBs, PCTs or PBBs
A3180 Y10 RA010 C32

from 2710 waste containing lead 

antiknock
A3030  RC030  

from 3811 11

from 0511 99 100 0
waste skins or fur raw 

materials containing 

infectious agents of hu-

mans and animals

A3110

Y21

 

C3

from 4101–from 4103 Y4 C34

from 4301  C35

from 4115 20 000 0   

from 3101 00 000 0 waste containing orga-

nic phosphorus com-

pounds

A3130 Y37 AC200 C26

from 3825 61 000 0

from 2903 Was teorganof luo ro 

compounds
 Y45   

from 3825 61 000 0

from 2915

waste from the produ-

ction of organochlorine 

acids

 Y45   
from 2916

from 2917

from 2918

from 3825 61 000 0 Wastenon-halogenated 

organic solvents and 

their mixtures

A3140 Y42   

from 3825

from 3825 41 000 0

waste halogenated or-

ganic solvents and their 

mixtures

A3150 Y41 AC220 C41
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from 2710 91 000 0

waste substances and 

products containing 

or contaminated with: 

PCBs, PCT, polychlori-

nated naphthalene or 

PBBs, including any 

other polybrominated 

analogues of these 

compounds at a con-

centration level of 50 

mg/kg and above

A3180 Y10 RA010 C32

from 3825

from 3825

waste in the form of 

gum sludge (excluding 

asphalt cements) ge-

nerated from refining, 

distillation and any 

pyrolytic treatment of 

organic materials

A3190 Y11 RA020  

from 2706 00 000 0

heavy coal-tar products 

formed in by-product 

coking process (shale 

processing wastes) 

containing phenol

    

 

– rubber waste of the 

following materials 

when they are not mi-

xed with other wastes, 

including:

B3040    

from 4013 waste innermost tires B3140  GK020  

from 4017 00 000 0
waste hard rubber (e.g. 

ebonite)
B3040  GK030  

 

waste consisting of or 

contaminated with any 

of the following sub-

stances:

A4110    

from 3825

any congener of poly-

chlorinated dibenzofu-

ran

 Y43 RC010 C49

from 3825

any congener of poly-

chlorinated dibenzodi-

oxine

 Y44 RC020 C50

 

waste packaging and 

containers contamina-

ted with substances 

containing polychlori-

nated or PBBs:

A4130    

from 3915
of plastics     

from 3923

from 4401 39
of wood     

from 4415

from 4707
of paper and cardboard     

from 4819

from 7010 of glass, except cullet     

from 7204 of ferrous metals     
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from 5701 90

waste flooring made 

of chemical textile ma-

terials

    

from 5702 32

from 5702 42

from 5702 50 310 0

from 5702 50 390 0

from 5702 92 100 0

from 5702 92 900 0

from 5703 20

from 5703 30

from 5705 00 300 0

from 3006 92 000 0
waste from the produ-

ction, preparation and 

use of pharmaceutical 

products, including 

expired**** medicines, 

including those for the 

treatment of animals

A4010

Y2

AD010 C33
from 3824 90 610 0 Y3

from 2106 90 980 3  

from 2901–

2942 00 000 0
 

from 3825 30 000 0

clinical and related 

wastes (waste of medi-

cal, veterinary, or other 

similar activities; waste 

generated in hospitals 

or other facilities during 

the inspection, exami-

nation and treatment 

of patients, or research 

work)

A4020

Y1

 

C33

Y3 C35

from 3808

waste from the produc-

tion and use of biocides 

and phytopharmaceu-

ticals, including pesti-

cides and herbicides, 

which are not compli-

ant, expired***** or not 

usable for their original-

ly intended use

A4030 Y4 AD020 C34

from 3825 61 000 0

from 3825 61 000 0

waste from the produc-

tion of facilities for the 

processing of plants 

and for their protection 

from pests

 Y45   

 

waste from the producti-

on and use of wood-pre-

serving chemicals***** 

(excluding compounds 

of mercury):

A4040 Y5 AD030  

2707 91 000 0 creosote oil     

2713 20 000 0 bitumen paste     

from 2826 19 100 0 sodium fluoride     

from 2826 90 800 0 sodium fluorosilicate     

2833 25 000 0 sulfate of copper     

from 2908 99 dinitrophenol sodium     

2707 99 anthracene oil     

from 2714 90 000 0
shale sleeper impregna-

tion oil
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from group 28 waste containing chemi-

cals (reagents), which 

are not compliant, ex-

pired**** or consisting 

such substances as

A4140    from group 29

from 3825

 

waste chemicals resul-

ting from research and 

development or educa-

ting activities, which 

are not identified and/

or are new and their im-

pact on human health 

and/or the environment 

are unknown

A4150 Y14   

* Using this list should be guided by both, the FEACN codes of the CU, and the name (physical and chemical characteristics) of the goods.

** Including those transiting.

*** Hereinafter the Code of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development consists of two letters (one to represent the list:

     «G» – Green, «A» – Amber, «R» – Red, and the other one to represent waste category: (A, B, C ...), which are followed by the number.

**** A substance that hasn‘t been used within the period prescribed by the manufacturer.

***** This item does not include wood treated with preservatives.

Annex 2. The hazardous wastes restricted in movement through the customs border of the CU when 

imported and (or) exported*

Name of goods
Group or FEACN 

code of the CU

Code of type of waste under the 

classification of the Basel Conventi-

on on the Control of Transboundary 

Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal of March 22, 1989

Code of type of 

waste under the 

classification of 

the Organization 

for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development**

Code of consti-

tuents of types 

of potentially 

hazardous was-

tes under the 

classification of 

the Organization 

for Economic 

Cooperation and 

Development

uniform list 

of wastes A, B

the main list 

of regulated 

wastes Y

Granulated slag (slag 

sand) obtained during 

the production of fer-

rous metals

2618 00 000 0 B1200  GC060  

Slag, dross (other than 

granulated slag), sca-

lings and other waste 

from the production of 

ferrous metals

2619 00 B1210, B1230  GC070  

Dross containing cop-

per oxide
from 2620 30 000 0 B1240 Y22   

Slag, ash and residues 

(other than ones from 

the production of fer-

rous metals) containing 

metals, arsenic or their 

compounds, including:

2620     

hard zinc 2620 11 000 0     

lead dross, lead sca-

le, lead sludge with a 

lead content of 30% or 

more

from 2620 21 000 0

– from 2620 29 000 0
 Y31   

aluminum dross from 2620 40 000 0 B1100    

saline slags containing 

magnesium
from 2620 99 950 9     
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light metal dross contai-

ning magnesium
from 2620 99 950 9     

waste catalysts suitable 

only for metal recovery 

or for the production of 

chemical reagents

from 2620 A1140, A2030    

Wastes whose compo-

sition includes any of 

the following substan-

ces as a component of 

pollutant:

from 2620

    

from 3825

metal carbonyls   Y19  C27

hexavalent chromium 

compounds

from 2620 91 000 0
 Y21  C3

from 3825

Dusts and residues from 

gas cleaning systems of 

copper smelters
from 2620 30 000 0 A1110  AA040  

Waste in the form of 

sludge from electrolytic 

separation and purifica-

tion of copper (exclu-

ding anode slurry)

from 2620 30 000 0 A1120 Y22   

Waste containing cop-

per chloride or copper 

cyanide

from 2620 30 000 0
A1140 Y22, Y33  C6, C21

from 3825

Slag from the producti-

on of iron and steel that 

is used as a raw mate-

rial for titanium sponge 

and vanadium

from 2619 00 900 0 B1210  GC070  

Ashes from the inci-

neration of printed cir-

cuit boards containing 

precious metal (s) or 

compounds of precious 

metal (s)

from 7112 30 000 0 A1150 Y18 AA161 C10

Ash containing precious 

metal (s) or compounds 

of precious metal (s) 

from the combustion 

of film

from 7112 30 000 0 B1170 Y18 AA162  

Waste film containing 

silver halide, and (or) 

metallic silver

from 7112 99 000 0 1180    

Waste film paper conta-

ining silver halide, and 

(or) metallic silver

from 7112 99 000 0 1190    

Waste gypsum genera-

ted in industrial chemi-

cal processes

from 2520 10 000 0 A2040  AB140  

from 3825

Waste nitrocellulose from 3912 20 A3060  AC100  

Waste phenols and 

phenolic compounds 

including chlorophenol 

in the form of liquids or 

slurries

from 2907

A3070 Y39 AC110 C39

from 2908
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Halogenated and ho-

hhalogenated non-aque-

ous distillation residues 

resulting from the ope-

rations of recovery (re-

generation) of organic 

solvents

from 3825 41 000 0

A3160 Y6 AC230  

from 3825 49 000 0

Waste from the produ-

ction of aliphatic halo-

genated hydrocarbons 

(chloromethane, dichlo-

roethane, allyl chlori-

de, epichlorohydrin), 

80-90% consisting of 

a mixture of polychlori-

nated hydrocarbons

from 3825 61 000 0 A3170 Y6, Y45 AC240 C45

Wastes containing com-

pounds listed below or 

contaminated by them:
 A4050    

inorganic cyanides, ex-

cept waste containing 

precious metal (s) or 

compounds of precious 

metal (s) in solid form 

with traces of inorganic 

cyanides

from 2837

 Y33 AD040 C21

from 3825

organic cyanides from 2926

 Y38 AD050 C38from 2929

from 3825

Waste acid and alkali-

ne solutions, the main 

components of which 

are the following mate-

rials:

 A4090 Y34, Y35 AD110 C23, C24

hydrochloric acid  pH<= 

2
from 2806 10 000 0     

sulfuric acid, oleum from 2807 00     

nitric acid  pH<= 2 from 2808 00 000 0     

hydrofluoric acid from 2811 11 000 0     

hydrobromic acid from 2811 19 100 0     

ammonia in aqueous 

solution
from 2814 20 000 0     

sodium hydroxide  

pH>= 11.5
from 2815 12 000 0     

potassium hydroxide  

pH>= 11.5
from 2815 20 000 0     

Slag from copper produ-

ction (excluding chemi-

cally stabilized, with a 

high iron content (abo-

ve 20%) and processed 

in accordance with in-

dustry standards)

from 2620 30 000 0

  GG080  

from 2620 99 950 9
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Slag from zink producti-

on (excluding chemical-

ly stabilized, with a high 

iron content (above 

20%) and processed in 

accordance with indust-

ry standards)

from 2620 11 000 0

B1220    from 2620 19 000 0

from 2620 99 950 9

Slag and ash, including 

seaweed ash (kelp), in-

cluding:

from 2620

    from 2621

from 3825

boiler slag      

solid residues, salt-con-

taining and from smoke 

filters of flue devices 

with conventional fuels 

(without jet plaster)

     

fly-ash and dust from 

heating installations 

(excluding fly-ash and 

dust from waste incine-

ration plants and pyro-

lysis plants)

     

neutralized red clay 

from alumina produc-

tion

   Y11  

ash from power plants 

fueled by coal (inclu-

ding fly-ash)

 A2060  GG040  

Waste activated carbon 

(excluding that from 

drinking water treat-

ment, food industry and 

vitamin production)

from 3802 A4160  GG060  

Waste containing in-

organic fluorine com-

pounds in the form of li-

quid or slurry, excluding 

calcium fluoride slurry

from 28

A2020 Y32 AB060 C20

from 3824, from 3825

Waste, parings and 

scrap of rubber (exclu-

ding hard rubber)

from 4004 00 000 0

B3040,

 GK010  

B3080

Pneumatic tires, used from 4012 20 000
B3040,

 GK020  
B3140

Wine lees, wine stone 2307 00 B3060  GM070  

Tannery waste in the 

form of dust, ash, 

sludge, powder conta-

ining hexavalent chro-

mium compounds and 

biocides

from 3504 00 A3090  

Y21

 

Y4
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Parings and other was-

te of leather or of com-

position leather, not 

usable for the producti-

on of leather products, 

containing hexavalent 

chromium compounds 

and biocides

from 4115 10 000 0

A3100

Y21

  

from 4115 20 000 0 Y4

Waste of skins or fur 

raw materials contai-

ning hexavalent chro-

mium compounds or 

biocides

from 0511 99 100 0

A3110

Y21

  from 4101–from 4103 Y4

from 4301  

Waste in the form of 

spinning down

from 5003 00 000 0

A3120    

from 5103 20 000 0

from 5202 10 000 0

from 5505

from 5601 30 000 0

Waste pigments, dyes, 

paints and varnishes 

containing heavy me-

tals and (or) organic 

solvents

from 3206, from 3208

A4070 Y12 AD070  

from 3212, from 3825

Waste metals and al-

loys containing any 

substances listed be-

low (excluding scrap 

and alloys in the form 

of finished products: 

sheets, plates, bars, 

rods, tubes, etc.)

from 2805 40

A1010    

from 7204

from 7404 00

from 7503 00

from 7602 00

antimony from 7802 00 000 0

 

Y27 GA270 C13

Cadmium from 7902 00 000 0 Y26 GA240 C11

selenium from 8002 00 000 0 Y25 GA400 C9

tellurium from 8101 97 000 0 Y28 GA410 C14

thallium from 8102 97 000 0 Y30 GA380 C17

 from 8103 30 000 0    

 from 8104 20 000 0    

 from 8105 30 000 0    

 from 8106 00 100 0    

 from 8107 30 000 0    

 from 8108 30 000 0    

 from 8109 30 000 0    

 from 8110 20 000 0    

 from 8111 00 190 0    

 from 8112 13 000 0    

 from 8112 22 000 0    

 from 8112 52 000 0    

 from 8112 92 210 9    

 from 8113 00 400 0    
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Waste containing any 

of the subsequent 

substances as a com-

ponent or contaminant 

(excluding metal waste 

in solid form)

from 2620 29 000 0

A1020    
from 2620 60 000 0

from 2620 91 000 0

from 2620 99 950 9

antimony, antimony 

compounds
  Y27 GA270 C13

beryllium, beryllium 

compounds
  Y20  C1

cadmium, cadmium 

compounds
  Y26  C11

lead, lead compounds   Y31  C18

selenium, selenium 

compounds
  Y25  C9

tellurium, tellurium com-

pounds
  Y28  C14

thallium, thallium com-

pounds
  Y30 AA080 C17

Leaching residues after 

zinc treatment in the 

form of dust, sludge (ja-

rosite, hematite, etc.)

from 2620 19 000 0

A1070  AA140  

from 2530 90 000 0

used lead-acid batteries, 

dismantled

from 7802 00 000 0
A1160 Y31 AA170 C18

from 8548 10 910 0

Unsorted used batte-

ries

from 8548 10 100 0

A1170  AA180  from 8548 10 210 0

from 8548 10 290 0

Scrap electrical equip-

ment or electrical as-

semblies comprising 

electrochemical cells, 

batteries, mercury 

switches, glass of ca-

thode ray tubes and 

other glass with an 

active coating, or con-

taminated by cadmium, 

mercury, lead, PCBs at 

a concentration level of 

50 mg/kg or higher

from 85

 

A1180

 

Y29 AD130 C16

Y26 AA100 C11

Y31

 

AB040

 

C18

 

* Using this list should be guided by both, the FEACN codes of the CU, and the name (physical and chemical characteristics) of the goods.

**The Code of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development consists of two letters (one to represent the list: «G» – Green, 

«A» – Amber, «R» – Red, and the other one to represent waste category: (A, B, C, ...), which are followed by the number.
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Annex 3. The plant protection products, which are prohibited to be imported into the customs territory 

of the CU, falling within the scope of Applications A and B of the Stockholm Convention on Persistent 

Organic Pollutants of May 22, 2001 *, **

Name of goods FEACN code of the CU
Registration number according to 

„Chemical Abstracts Service“

Annex A

1. Aldrin

(edited by the Decision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

2903 82 000 0

3808 50 000 9
309-00-2

2. Chlordane                             

edited by the Decision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

2903 82 000 0

3808 50 000 9 57-74-9

3. Dieldrin

(edited by theDecision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

2910 40 000 0

3808 50 000 9 60-57-1

4. Aalendrin 2910 90 000 0 72-20-8

5. Heptachlorine

(edited by the Decision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

2903 92 000 0

3808 50 000 9 76-44-8

6. Benzachlor

(edited by the Decision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

2903 92 000 0

3808 50 000 9 118-74-1

7. Mirex

2903 89 900 0

3808 91 200 0 2385-85-5

8. Chlorinated camphene (toxaphene)

(edited by the Decision of the College of 

the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 140)

3808 50 000 9   8001-35-2

9. Polychlorinated diphenyls (PCDs), 

PCBs 

2903 99

3824 82 000 0

Annex A

10. DDT (edited by the Decision of the 

College of the UNECE of 25.06.2013 N 

140)            

2903 92 000 0

3808 50 000 9 50-29-3

*Using this list should be guided by both, the FEACN codes of the CU, and the name (physical and chemical characteristics) of the goods.

** Except those transiting. 
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Annex 4. The legislation analysis on the hazardous wastes management – the Basel Convention 

requirements implementation

Article of the Basel 

Convention
Provisions of the Basel Convention

Relevant legislation 

of the RB 
Implementation problems Gaps 

Article 1. Scope of  the 

Convention 

1. The  following  wastes  that are sub-

j e c t  t o  t r a n s b o u n d a r y  m o v e m e n t -

shall be “hazardous wastes” for the pur-

poses of this Convention:

(a)  Wastes that  be long to  any ca -

t e g o r y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A n n ex  I ,  u n -

lessthey do not possess any of the cha-

racteristics contained in Annex III; and 

(b )Wastes that are not covered under pa-

ragraph (a) but are definedas, or are con-

s i d e r e d  t o  b e ,  h a z a r d o u s  w a s -

tes by the domestic legislation of the Pa-

rty of export,import or transit. 

 

Hazardous wastes pro-

hibited for import to the 

territory of the CU, 

Hazardous wastes res-

tricted for movements 

across the customs 

border of the CU when 

imported and (or) ex-

ported, approved by 

the Decision of the 

Collegium of Eurasian 

Economic Commission 

dd. 16.08.2012 № 134 

(entered into force on 

16.09.2012)

No No

2. Wastes that belong to any category con-

tained  in Annex  II  that aresubject totrans-

boundary  movement  shall  be  “other  was-

tes” for the purposes of this Convention. 

the lists of hazardous 

wastes do not contain 

the wastes collected 

from the households

3. Wastes  which,  as  a  result  of  be-

ing  radioactive, are  subject to other in-

ternational control systems, including  

international instruments, applying specifi-

cally to radioactive materials, are exclu-

ded from the scope of this Convention. 

The current legislation 

on wastes management 

does not cover the ra-

dioactive wastes mana-

gement. The Law „On 

wastes management“, 

Article 2.5

No No

Article 2. Definitions For the purposes of this Convention: Regulation on the pro-

cedure of import to the 

territory of the CU, ex-

port from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes 

(hereinafter Regulation):

1.  “Wastes” are substances or objects which 

are disposed of or are intended be disposed of 

or are required to be disposed of by the provisi-

ons of national law;

Implemented, article 8 

-1) of the Regulation
No

2. “Management” means the collection, trans-

port and disposal of  hazardous wastes or 

other wastes, including after-care of disposal 

sites;

Implemented, article 8 

-2) of the Regulation
No No

3. “Transboundary movement” means any mo-

vement of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

from an area under the national jurisdiction of 

one State to or through an area under the nati-

onal jurisdiction of another State or to or throu-

gh an area not under the national jurisdiction 

of any State, provided at least two States are 

involved in the movement;

Implemented, article 8 

-4) of the Regulation

No No

4. “Disposal” means any operation specified in 

Annex IV to this Convention;

Implemented, article 8 -6) 

of the Regulation Dispos-

al - except of the disposal 

operations, annex IV of 

the Basel Convention, 

includes other operati-

ons provided for by the 

national legislation

No No
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5. “Approved site or facility” means a site or 

facility for the disposal of hazardous wastes 

or other wastes which is authorized or permit-

ted to operate for this purpose by a relevant 

authority of the State where the site or facility 

is located;

Implemented, the Law 

„On wastes manage-

ment“, Article 1-27,28

6. “Competent authority” means one govern-

mental authority designated by a Party to be 

responsible, within such geographical areas 

as the Party may think fit, for receiving the 

notification of a transboundary movement 

of hazardous wastes or other  wastes, and 

any information related to it, and for responding 

to such a notification, as provided in Article 6;

Implemented. Appointed 

by the Resolution of the 

CM of the Republic of 

Belarus dd. 15/10/1999 

№ 1590

7. “Focal point” means the entity of a Party 

referred to in Article 5 responsible for receiving 

and  submitting information as provided for in 

Articles 13 and 16;

The Resolution of the 

CM of the Republic of 

Belarus dd. 15/10/1999 

№ 1590 

The Law of the RB 

dd. 23.07.2008 N 

421-3 as amended of 

08.01.2014«On inter-

national treaties of the 

RB»

The MNREP has been ap-

pointed as a competent 

authority responsible for 

the Basel Convention 

provisions implementati-

on by the RB.  The Reso-

lution does not contain a 

definition „Focal point“. 

Actually these functions 

are executed by the 

MNREP, as a competent 

authority, responsible 

for the Basel Convention 

provisions implemen-

tation (article 34, the 

Law „On international 

treaties“)

No

8. “Environmentally sound management of ha-

zardous wastes or other wastes” means taking 

all practicable steps to ensure that hazardous 

wastes or other wastes are managed in a man-

ner which will protect human health and the 

environment against the adverse effects which 

may result from such wastes;

The Law „On wastes 

management“, the Re-

gulation

The Law „On wastes 

management“ and Regu-

lation do not contain the 

definition „Environmen-

tally sound management 

of hazardous wastes or 

other wastes“

It is necessary to intro-

duce mentioned defi-

nition into the national 

legislation

9. “Area under the national jurisdiction of a Sta-

te” means any land, marine area or airspace 

within which a State exercises administrative 

and regulatory responsibility in accordance 

with international law in regard to the protecti-

on of human health or the environment;

The definitions „customs 

territory“, „customs terri-

tory of the CU“ - are the 

territories of the RB, the 

Republic of Kazakhstan 

and the Russian Fede-

ration and also beyond 

the territories of the CU 

member states the man-

made islands, installati-

ons, buildings and other 

facilities, in respect of 

which theCU member 

states possess the ex-

clusive jurisdiction. 

No No

10. “State of export” means a Party from which 

a transboundary movement of hazardous was-

tes or other wastes is planned to be initiated 

or is initiated;

The Customs Code of 

the CU, the Law „On the 

wastes management“, 

the Regulation

The definition of „state 

of export“ is absent.  

The definitions „cus-

toms territory of the CU“, 

„country of the goods 

origin“, „customs export 

procedure“ are in use.

No
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11. “State of import” means a Party to which a 

transboundary movement of hazardous wastes 

or other wastes is planned or takes place for 

the purpose of disposal therein or for the pur-

pose of loading prior to disposal in an area not 

under the national jurisdiction of any State;

The Customs Code of 

thetheCU, the Law „On 

the wastes manage-

ment“, the Regulation

The definition of „state 

of import“ is absent. The 

definitions „customs 

territory of the CU“ and 

„import to the customs 

territory of the CU“ are 

in use“

No

12. “State of transit” means any State, other 

than the State of export or import, through 

which a movement of hazardous wastes or 

other wastes is planned or takes place;

The Regulation. Article 

8 -3)
No No

13. “States concerned” means Parties which 

are States of export or import, or transit States, 

whether or not Parties;

The definition is absent.  

There is no necessity in 

a such definition

No

14. “Person” means any natural or legal 

person;

The Regulation, Article 

2. The Regulation is ap-

plied for legal and priva-

te entities, registered as 

entrepreneurs. Wastes 

import and export in 

and out of the customs 

territory of the CU by 

individuals for private 

purposes is prohibited.  

No No

15. “Exporter” means any person under the 

jurisdiction of the State of export who arran-

ges for hazardous wastes or other wastes to 

be exported;

The Customs Code of 

the CU

There are no such de-

finitions. The definition 

„applicant“ is in use

No
16. “Importer“ means any person under the 

jurisdiction of the State of import who arran-

ges for hazardous wastes or other wastes to 

be imported;

17. “Carrier” means any person who carries 

out the transport of hazardous wastes or other 

wastes;

The Customs Code of 

the CU Implemented, 

article 4 21) 

No No

18. “Generator” means any person whose acti-

vity produces hazardous wastes or other was-

tes or, if that person is not known, the person 

who is in possession and/or control of those 

wastes;

The Law „On wastes 

management“ provides 

for two definitions - 

wastes generator and 

wastes owner.  Article 

1 23) Wastes genera-

tor - legal or private en-

tity including individual 

businessman, the eco-

nomic activity and life 

activity of which cause 

the wastes generati-

on. Article 1- 30). The 

wastes owner - legal or 

private entity including 

individual businessman, 

received the right of 

wastes ownership, use 

and management (in-

cluding ones generated 

during his economic 

activity, life activity) in 

the manner fixed by the 

present the Law or other 

acts of legislation.

No No
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19. “Disposer” means any person to whom 

hazardous wastes or other wastes are ship-

ped and who carries out the disposal of such 

wastes;

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, Article 17

The definition „Liability 

for wastes treatment and 

(or) use are entrusted to 

the person carrying out 

the wastes manage-

ment“ is absent.

No

20. “Political and/or economic integration or-

ganization” means an organization constituted 

by sovereign States to whichits member States 

have transferred competence in respect of mat-

ters governed by this Convention and which 

has been duly authorized, in accordance with 

its internal procedures, to sign, ratify, accept, 

approve, formally confirm or accede to it;

21. “Illegal traffic” means any transboundary 

movement of hazardous wastes or other was-

tes as specified in Article 9.

The definition „Illegal 

traffic“ is absent in the 

national legislation. 

However, the responsibi-

lity for violation of was-

tes management legisla-

tion is provided for.

No

Article 3. 1. Each Party shall, within six months of be-

coming a Party to this Convention, inform the 

Secretariat of the Convention of the wastes, 

other than those listed in Annexes I  and II, 

considered or defined as hazardous under its 

national legislation and of any requirements 

concerning transboundary movement procedu-

res applicable to such wastes. 

2. Each Party shall subsequently inform the 

Secretariat of any significant changes to the 

information it has provided pursuant to para-

graph 1. 

4. Parties shall be responsible for making the 

information transmitted to them by the Se-

cretariat under paragraph 3 available to their 

exporters.

Direct application of the 

provision by the MNREP, 

including during annual 

report on the Conventi-

on Implementation. 

No No

Article 4. 1. (a) Parties exercising their right to prohibit 

the import of hazardous wastes or other was-

tes for disposal shall inform the other Parties of 

their decision pursuant to Article 13.

The Law „On wastes 

management“, Article 

27-2 Wastes import for 

the purposes of storage 

in the storage facilities, 

landfilling and (or) treat-

ment.  

No No 

Article 4. (b) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the 

export of hazardous wastes and other wastes 

to the Parties which have prohibited the import 

of such wastes, when notified pursuant to sub-

paragraph (a) above.

The Regulation on the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP for 

import and (or) export of 

hazardous wastes, rest-

ricted for movements 

across the State border 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus based on non-econo-

mic grounds,   approved 

by the Resolution of the 

CM of the Republic of 

Belarus dd. 23.09.2008 

№ 1397  Article 6

No No
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Article 4. (c) Parties shall prohibit or shall not permit the 

export of hazardous wastes and other wastes 

if the State of import does not consent in wri-

ting to the specific import, in the case where 

that State of import has not prohibited the im-

port of such wastes.

Regulation on the pro-

cedure of import to the 

territory of the CU, ex-

port from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

No No

Article 4. 2. Each Party shall take the appropriate me-

asures to: 

(a) Ensure that the generation of hazardous 

wastes and other wastes within it is reduced to 

a minimum, taking into account social, techno-

logical and economic aspects; 

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, the Decree 

of the President of the 

Republic of Belarus dd. 

11/07/2012 № 313

No No

Article 4. (b) Ensure the availability of adequate disposal 

facilities, for the environmentally sound mana-

gement of hazardous wastes and other wastes, 

that shall be located, to the extent possible, 

within it, whatever the place of their disposal; 

These facilities, if possible, have to be located 

within its frameworks.

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, Article 14

No No

Article 4. (c) Ensure that persons involved in the mana-

gement of hazardous wastes or other wastes 

within it take such steps as are necessary to 

prevent pollution due to hazardous wastes and 

other wastes arising from such management 

and, if such pollution occurs, to minimize the 

consequences thereof for human health and 

the environment;

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, Article 17

No No

Article 4. (d)  Ensure that the transboundary movement 

of hazardous wastes and other wastes is redu-

ced to the minimum consistent with the envi-

ronmentally sound and efficient management 

of such wastes, and is conducted in a manner 

which will protect human health and the en-

vironment against the adverse effects which 

may result from such movement; 

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, Article 27

No No

Article 4. (e) Not allow the export of hazardous wastes 

or other wastes to a State or group of States 

belonging to an economic and/or political inte-

gration organization that are Parties, particular-

ly developing countries, which have prohibited 

by their legislation all imports, or if it has rea-

son to believe that the wastes in question will 

not be managed in an environmentally sound 

manner, according to criteria to be decided on 

by the Parties at their first  meeting;

Regulation on the proce-

dure of import to the ter-

ritory of the CU, export 

from the customs territo-

ry of the CU and transit 

across the customs ter-

ritory of the CU of hazar-

dous wastes, Article 10, 

paragraph three

No No

Article 4. (f) Require that information about a proposed 

transboundary movement of hazardous was-

tes and other wastes be provided to the States 

concerned, according to Annex V A, to state 

clearly the effects of the proposed movement 

on  human health and the environment;

Regulation on the pro-

cedure of import to the 

territory of the CU, ex-

port from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

No No
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Article 4 (g) Prevent the import of hazardous wastes 

and other wastes if it has reason to believe that 

the wastes in question will not be managed in 

an environmentally sound manner;

Regulation on the pro-

cedure of import to the 

territory of the CU, ex-

port from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

No No

Article 4 (h) Co-operate in activities with other Parties 

and interested organizations, directly and 

through the Secretariat, including the dissemi-

nation of information on the transboundary mo-

vement of hazardous wastes and other wastes, 

in order to improve the environmentally sound 

management of such wastes and to achieve 

the prevention of illegal traffic.

Direct implementation 

of the provision by the 

MNREP within the Con-

vention frame.
No No

Article 4. 4. Each Party shall take appropriate legal, ad-

ministrative and other measures to implement 

and enforce the provisions of this Convention, 

including measures to prevent and punish con-

duct in contravention of the Convention.

The Administrative Of-

fense Code of the RB, 

(Article 15.63. item 2), 

(Article 15.4. item 1), the 

Criminal Code of the Re-

public of Belarus (Article 

269,  275, 278)

No No

Article 4. 5. A Party shall not permit hazardous wastes 

or other wastes to be exported to a non-Party 

or to be imported from a non-Party.

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP for 

import and (or) export 

of hazardous wastes, 

restricted for movements 

across the State border 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus based on non-econo-

mic grounds, Article 6, 

paragraph 4

No No

Article 4. 6. The Parties agree not to allow the export of 

hazardous wastes or other wastes for dispos-

al within the area south of 60° South latitude, 

whether or not such wastes are subject to 

transboundarymovement.

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP for 

import and (or) export 

of hazardous wastes, 

restricted for movements 

across the State border 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus based on non-econo-

mic grounds, Article 6, 

paragraph 5

No No

Article 4. 7. Furthermore, each Party shall: 

(a) Prohibit all persons under its national ju-

risdiction from transporting or disposing of 

hazardous wastes or other wastes unless such 

persons are authorized or allowed to perform 

such types of operations; 

The Decree of the Presi-

dent of the Republic of 

Belarus dd. 01.09.2010 

№ 450 «On licensing of 

certain types of activi-

ty», annex 1 – 14.2, The 

Law „On waste manage-

ment», Article 25 

No No
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Article 4. (b) Require that hazardous wastes and other 

wastes that are to be the subject of a trans-

boundary movement be packaged, labelled, 

and transported in conformity with generally 

accepted and recognized international rules 

and standards in the field of packaging, la-

belling, and transport, and that due account 

is taken of relevant internationally recogni-

zed practices;

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, Article 26

No No

Article 4. (c) Require that hazardous wastes and other 

wastes be accompanied by a movement docu-

ment from the point at which atransboundary 

movement commences to the point of disposal.

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10 - paragraph 7

No No

Article 4. 8. Each Party shall require that hazardous 

wastes or other wastes, to be exported, are 

managed in an environmentally sound manner 

in the State of import or elsewhere.   Technical 

guidelines for the environmentally sound ma-

nagement of wastes subject to this Convention 

shall be decided by the Parties at their first 

meeting.

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10, paragraph 8

Article 4. 9. Parties shall take the appropriate measures 

to ensure that the transboundary movement of 

hazardous wastes and other wastes only be 

allowed if: 

(a) The State of export does not have the 

technical capacity and the necessary facilities, 

capacity or suitable disposal sites in order to 

dispose of the wastes in question in an envi-

ronmentally sound and efficient manner; or 

(b) The  wastes  in  question  are  required

as a raw material for recycling or recove-

ry industries in the State of import; or

(c) The transboundary movement in questi-

on  is  in  accordance  with  other  criteria  

to  be  decided  by  the  Parties, provided  

those criteria do not differ from the obje-

ctives of this Convention. 

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10 No No

Article 4. 10. The  obligation  under  this  Convention  

of  States  in  which  hazardous wastes  

and other  wastes are  generated  to  re-

quire  that  those  wastes are  managed  

in  an environmentally  sound  manner may  

not  under any circumstances be transfer-

red to the States of import or transit.

The Law „On wastes 

management“

Liability for wastes treat-

ment and /or use are 

entrusted to the person 

carrying out the wastes 

management

No
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Article 5. To  facilitate  the  implementation  of  this  

Convention, the Parties shall: 

1. Designate or establish one or more compe-

tent authorities and one focal point. One com-

petent authority shall be designated to receive 

the notification in case of a State of transit. 

2. Inform the Secretariat, within three mon-

ths of the date of the entry into force of 

this  Convention  for  them,  which  agen-

cies  they  have  designated  as  their

focal point and their competent authorities. 

3. Inform  the  Secretariat,  within  one

month of the date of decision, of any chan-

ges  regarding  the  designation  made  

by them under paragraph 2 above.

The Resolution of the 

CM of the Republic of 

Belarus dd. 15.10.1999 

№ 1590 «On imple-

mentation of the Basel 

Convention by the Re-

public of Belarus on the 

control of transbounda-

ry movements of haza-

rdous wastes and their 

disposal»

The Law of the Re-

public of Belarus dd. 

23.07.2008 N 421-3 as 

amended of 08.01.2014 

«On international trea-

ties of the RB»

No No

Article 6. 1. The  State  of  export  shall  notify,  

or  shall  require  the  generator  or ex-

porter  to  notify, in  writing, through

the  channel  of  the  competent  au-

thority  of  the  State  of  export,  the 

competent  authority  of  the  States  

concerned of any  proposed  transboun-

dary   movement  of  hazardous  wastes 

or  other  wastes.  Such  notificationshall  

contain  the declarations and   informa-

tion   specified  in  Annex  V A,  writ-

ten  in  a  language  acceptable  to  

the  State of import. Only one notificati-

on needs to be sentto each State con-

cerned.

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

The Resolution of the 

MNREP dd. 24.10.2008 

№ 89 „On certain im-

plementation actions of 

the Resolution of the CM 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus dd. 23.09.2008 r. 

№ 1397 „ 

No No

Article 6. 2. The  State  of  import  shall  respond  to  

the  notifier  in  writing,  consenting  to  

the  movement  with or without condi-

tions, denying permission forthe move-

ment, or requesting additional information.  A  

copy of the final response of the Sta-

te of import shall be sent to the com-

petent authorities of the States concer-

ned which are Parties.

The State of export shall not allow the ge-

nerator orexporter to commence the trans-

boundary movement until it has received 

writtenconfirmation that:

(a) The notifier has received the written 

consent of the State of import; and

(b) The notifier has received from the Sta-

teof import confirmation of the existence 

of a contract between the exporter and 

the disposer specifying environmental-

ly  sound  management  of  the was-

tes in question.

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP for 

import and (or) export of 

hazardous wastes, rest-

ricted for movements 

across the State border 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus based on non-econo-

mic grounds, Article 5, 

paragraph one 

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

No No

Article 6. 4. Each State  of  transit  which  is  

a Party  shall  promptly  acknowledge to  

the notifier  receipt  of  the  notification.  

It may  subsequently  respond to  the  no-

tifier  in writing,  within  60 days,  consen-

ting to  the  movement with  or  without  

conditions,  denying  permission for  the  

movement,  or  requesting  additional infor-

mation.  

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

There is no requirement 

in the legislation obli-

ging the MNREP to send 

promptly acknowledge 

receipt of the notifica-

tion.

It is necessary to intro-

duce such a require-

ment.
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Article 6. The  State  of  export  shall  not  al-

low the transboundary movement to com-

mence until it has received the written con-

sent  of  the  State  of  transit. However, 

if at any time a Party  decides not to  re-

quire  prior  written  consent, either  gene-

rally or under specific conditions, for tran-

sit transboundary  movements of hazardous  

wastes or other wastes, or modifies its re-

quirements  in  this  respect, it  shall forthwi-

th  inform  the  other  Parties of its deci-

sion pursuant to Article 13. In  this  latter  

case, if no response is received by the Sta-

te of export within 60 days of the receipt 

of a given notification by the State of tran-

sit, the State of export may allow the ex-

port to  proceed  through the State of transit

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

There are no provisions 

in the legislation when 

the country does not 

control the hazardous 

wastes import/transit 

and a tacit consent is 

provided for within 60 

days.

It is necessary to in-

troduce the procedure 

in case if the State of 

transit does not control 

the hazardous wastes 

transit.

Article 6. In the case of a transboundary move-

ment of wastes where the wastes are le-

gally defined as or considered to be haza-

rdous wastes only: 

(a)  By  the  State   of  export,  the  re-

quirements   of   paragraph  9  of  this

Article  that  apply  to  the  impor-

ter or disposer and the State of import  

shall apply mutatis mutandisto the expor-

ter and State of export, respectively; 

(b) By the State of import, or by the Sta-

tes of import  and  transit  which

are  Parties,  the  requirements  of  pa-

ragraphs 1, 3, 4 and 6 of this Article  

that apply to the exporter and State of ex-

port shall applymutatis mutandis to the im-

porter or disposer and State of import, re-

spectively; or 

(c) By any State of transit which is a Par-

ty, the provisions of paragraph 4 shall ap-

ply to such State. 

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10

No No

Article 6. 6. The  State  of  export  may,  sub-

ject to the written consent of the States

conce rned ,  a l l ow the  gene ra tor  or

the  exporter  to  use a  general  noti-

fication  where  hazardous  wastes  or  

other  wastes  having  the  same  physical  

and  chemical  characteristics  are shipped  

regularly to  the  State  ofexport  via  the  same 

customs office of entry of the State of import, 

and, in the case of transit, via the same cus-

toms office of entry and exit of the State or 

State or States of transit. 

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP 

for import and (or) ex-

port of hazardous was-

tes, restricted for move-

ments across the State 

border of the Republic 

of Belarus based on 

non-economic grounds, 

Article 3

No No

Article 6. 7.  The  States  concerned may  make  their  

written  consent to  the  use  of the ge-

neral notification  referred  to  in paragra-

ph 6 subject  to  the  supply  of  certain  

information, such  as  the  exact  quanti-

ties  orperiodical  lists  of hazardous was-

tes or other wastes to be shipped.

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP 

for import and (or) ex-

port of hazardous was-

tes, restricted for move-

ments across the State 

border of the Republic 

of Belarus based on 

non-economic grounds, 

Article 3

No No
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Article 6. 8. The general notification and written con-

sent  referred  to  in  paragraphs  6  and  

7 may cover  multiple  shipments  of  haza-

rdous   wastes   or   other   wastes  during

a maximum period of 12 months.

The Regulationon the 

procedure and terms for 

approvals (permissions) 

issued by the MNREP 

for import and (or) ex-

port of hazardous was-

tes, restricted for move-

ments across the State 

border of the Republic 

of Belarus based on 

non-economic grounds, 

Article 3

No No

Article 6. 9. The  Parties  shall  require  that  each  

person  who  takes  charge  of  a trans-

boundary movement  of  hazardous  was-

tes  or  other  wastes  sign  the  move-

ment  document  either  upon  delivery  

or  receipt  of  the  wastes  in question.  

They shall also require that the disposer in-

form  both  the  exporter  and  the  com-

petent  authority  of  the State  of export  

of  receipt  by  the disposer of the was-

tes  in  question  and,  in  due  course, of 

the   completion  of  disposal  as  specified  

in  the  notification.  If  no  such informa-

tion  is received  within  the  State  of ex-

port, the competent authority of the Sta-

te of export or the exporter shall so noti-

fythe State of import.

The  notification  and  response  required

by this Article shall be transmitted to the 

competent authority of the Parties concer-

ned or to such governmental authority as 

may be appropriate in the case of non-

Parties. 

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 10, paragraph 7

It is required to present 

a document of transpor-

tation, but there are no 

obligations on its pre-

sentation to the exporter 

or competent authority 

of the State of export.   

It is necessary to appro-

ve the procedure on the 

document of transpor-

tation filling in and its 

presentation.

11. Any  transboundary  movement  of  ha-

zardous wastes or other wastes shall be 

covered by insurance, bond or other gu-

arantee as may be required by the State

of  import  or  any  State  of  transit

which is a Party.

The Law „On wastes 

management“, Article 

27-4
No No

Article 8. When   a   transboundary   movement  of

hazardous  wastes  or  other wastes to

which  the  consent  of  the  States

concerned  has  been  given, subject to

the  provisions of  this  Convention,  cannot

be  completed  in  accordance  with

the  terms  of  the  contract,  the  Sta-

te  of  export   shall  ensure  that  the was-

tes in question are  taken  back  into  the

State of  export,  by  the  exporter,  if  al-

ternative  arrangements  cannot  be  made 

for  their  disposal  in  an  environmentally

sound  manner,  within  90  days  from

the  time that  the  importing  State  infor-

med the State of export  and  the Secre-

tariat,  or  such  other  period  of  time  

as  the  States concerned agree.  To  this

end,  the  State  of  export  and  any Par-

ty of transit shall not oppose, hinder or

prevent  the return  of  those wastes to

the State of export.

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, 

Article 15

No No
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Article 9 Illegal traffic 1.  For  the  purpose  of  this  Conventi-

on, any transboundary movementof hazar-

dous wastes or other wastes: 

 (a) without notification pursuant to the pro-

visions  of   this  Convention to  all  States

concerned; or

(b) without  the  consent  pursuant  to  the  

provisions of this Convention of a Sta-

te concerned; or

(c) with  consent  obtained  from  States  

concerned  through  falsification, misrepre-

sentation or fraud; or 

(d) that  does  not  conform  in  a  mate-

rial way with the documents; or 

(e) that results  in  deliberate  disposal  (e.g.  

dumping)  of  hazardous  wastes or other 

wastes  in  contravention  of  this  Conven-

tion  and  of general principles of interna-

tional law, shall  be  deemed  to be ille-

gal traffic. 

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, the Adminis-

trative Offense Code, the 

Criminal Code

There is no definition „il-

legal traffic“ in the natio-

nal legislation, however, 

the responsibility for 

violation of wastes ma-

nagement legislation is 

provided for

No

Article 9 Illegal traffic 2.  In   case  of  a  transboundary  movement

of  hazardous  wastes  or  other  was-

tes  deemed  to be illegal traffic as the re-

sult of conduct on the part of the expor-

ter  or  generator,  the  State  of export

shall ensurethat the wastes in question

are: 

(a) taken back by the exporter or the ge-

nerator or, if necessary, by itself into the 

State of export, or, if impracticable, 

(b) are  otherwise  disposed  of  in  accor-

dance  with  the  provisions  of this Con-

vention,  within  30  days  from  the  time  

the  State  of  export  has  been  informed  

about  the  illegal  traffic  orsuch  other  

period  of  time  as  States  concerned

may agree.  To  this  end  the Parties

concerned  shall  not  oppose,  hinder

or  prevent the return of those wastes

to the State of export. 

The procedure of the ha-

zardous wastes return to 

Belarus in case of illegal 

traffic does not exist.

It is necessary to esta-

blish the procedure on 

wastes return in case 

of illegal export of the 

hazardous wastes from 

Republic of Belarus and 

import to RB.

Article 9 Illegal traffic In the case of a transboundary movementt 

of hazardous wastes or other wastes dee-

med to be illegal traffic as the result of con-

duct on the part of the importer or disposer, 

the State of import shall ensure that the 

wastes in question are disposed of in an en-

vironmentally sound manner by the importer 

or disposer or, if necessary, by itself within 

30 days from the time the illegal traffic has 

come to the attention of the State of import 

or such other period of time as the States 

concerned may agree. To this end, the Par-

ties concerned shall cooperate, as necessa-

ry, in the disposal of the wastes in an envi-

ronmentally sound manner.

The Law „On wastes ma-

nagement“, the Regulatio-

non the procedure of the 

guarantee amount calcu-

lation to be deposited by 

the owner of the wastes 

or authorized person into 

the republican budget 

when importing wastes 

to the Republic of Bela-

rus and (or) their transit 

across the territory of the 

RB, as well on the proce-

dure of making such a de-

posit into the republican 

budget and its return, Re-

gulation on the procedure 

of import to the territory 

of the CU, export from the 

customs territory of the 

CU and transit across the 

customs territory of the 

CU of hazardous wastes, 

Article  15

The Regulation does not 

contain terms and pro-

cedure on the deposit 

expenditure in case of 

illegal traffic.

It is necessary to define 

terms and procedure on 

the deposit expenditure 

in case of illegal traffic.
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In  cases  where  the  responsibility  for  the  

illegal  traffic  cannot  be assigned either 

to the exporter or generator or to the im-

porter or disposer, the  Parties  concerned or  

other  Parties,  as appropriate, shall ensure, 

through co-operation, that the wastes in ques-

tion are disposed of as soon as  possible  

in  an  environmentally  sound manner  either  

in  the State of export or the State of im-

port or elsewhere as appropriate.

Direct execution of the 

provision within the 

Basel Convention imple-

mentation.

No No

5.  Each  Party  shall  introduce  appropriate  na-

tional/domestic  legislation to  prevent  and

punish  illegal  traffic.  The Parties  shall  

co-operate  with  a view to achieving the 

objects of this Article.

The Administrative Of-

fense Code, the Criminal 

Code of RB   No No

Article 13. Transmission 

of information

1.The Parties shall, whenever it comes

to  their  knowledge,  ensure  that,  in

the case of an  accident  occurring  during

the transboundary movement  o f  hazar -

dous  wastes  or  other  wastes or the-

ir disposal, which are likely to present

risks  to  human  health  and  the  environ-

ment in other States,  those States are im-

mediately informed.

Direct execution of the 

provision within the 

Basel Convention imple-

mentation.

No No

2. The Parties  shall  inform  each  other,

through the Secretariat, of:

(a) Changes  regarding  the  designation  of

competent  authorities  and/or  focal  points,

pursuant to Article 5;

(b) Changes  in  their  national  definition  

of  hazardous  wastes,  pursuant to Artic-

le 3, and, as soon as possible, 

(c) Decisions made by them not to con-

sent totally or partially to the import of

hazardous  wastes  or  other  wastes  for

disposal within the area under their natio-

nal jurisdiction;

(d) Decisions taken by them to limit or 

ban  the  export  of  hazardous  wastes 

or  other wastes;

(e) Any other information  required  pursuant  

to   paragraph  4  of  this Article.

Direct execution of the 

provision within the 

Basel Convention imple-

mentation

No No
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3. The  Parties,  consistent  with  national  laws  

and  regulations,  shall transmit,  through the  

Secretariat,  to  the  Conference  of  the  Par-

ties  established  under  Article  15, before  

the  end  of  each  calendar  year,  a  re-

port  on  the  previous  calendar  year,

 containing  the  following  information:

(a) Competent authorities and focal points

that  have  been  designated  by  them  

pursuant to Article 5;

(b) Information  regarding  transboundary  

movements  of  hazardous wastes or other 

wastes  in  which  they  have  been  invol-

ved, including:

(i) The  amount  of  hazardous  was-

tes  and  other  wastes  exported,  

their  category, characteristics,  destina-

tion, any  transit  country and dispos-

al method as stated on the response  

to notification;

(ii) The  amount  of  hazardous  wastes  

and  other  wastes  imported their cate-

gory, characteristics, origin, and dispos-

al methods;

(iii) Disposals  which  did  not  proceed 

as intended;

( iv )E f fo r ts  to  ach ieve a  reduct i -

on of the amount of hazardous was-

tes or other wastes subject to trans-

boundary movement;

(c) Information  on  the  measures  adop-

ted by them in implementation of this Con-

vention;

(d)  Information  on  available  qualified  sta-

tistics which have been compiled by them 

on  the  effects  on  human  health 

and  the  environment  of  the  generation,  

transportation and  disposal  of  hazardous  

wastes  or other wastes;

(e) Information  concerning  bilateral,  mul-

tilateral  and  regional  agreements and 

arrangements  entered  into  pursuant  to 

Article 11 of  this Convention;

(f) Information  on  accidents  occurring

during the transboundary movement and

disposal of hazardous wastes and other

wastes and on the measures undertaken

to deal with them;

(g) Information on disposal options opera-

ted within the area of their national juris-

diction;

(h) Information on measures undertaken for  

development of technologies for the re-

duction and/or elimination of production of  

hazardous wastes and other wastes; and

(i) Such  other  matters  as  the Conferen-

ce of the Parties shall deem relevant.

Direct execution of the 

provision within the 

Basel Convention imple-

mentation.

No No

The Parties, consistent with national laws

and  regulations,  shall  ensure  that  copies

of each  notification  concerning any  given

transboundary movement  of hazardous wastes 

or other wastes, and the response to it, are  

sent to  the  Secretariat  when  a Party con-

siders  that  its  environment may be affec-

ted by that transboundary movement has 

requested that this should be done.

Direct execution of the 

provision within the 

Basel Convention imple-

mentation.

No No
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Annex 1 Categories of wastes to be controlled The hazardous wastes 

prohibited for import 

to the territory of the 

CU, the hazardous 

wastes restricted for 

movements across the 

customs border of the 

CUwhen imported and 

(or) exported, approved 

by the Decision of the 

Collegium of Eurasian 

Economic Commission 

dd. 16.08.2012 № 134 

(entered into force on 

16.09.2012)

Annex 2
Categories of wastes requiring special consi-

deration

W a s t e s  c o l l e c t e d 

from  households  are 

not included in the list

It is necessary to add 

lists with SMW

Annex 3 List of hazardous characteristics The Instruction on defini-

tion procedure of hazard 

level of the production 

wastes and class of ha-

zard of hazardous produc-

tion wastes, approved by 

the Resolution  of the MN-

REP, the Ministry of Heal-

thcare and the MES  dd. 

17.01.2008 № 3/13/2

No No

Annex 4 Disposal operations 

Recycling operations 

Implemented, article 8 

-2) of the Regulation
No No

Annex: Notification

Document of transportation 

The Regulation on the 

procedure of import to 

the territory of the CU, 

export from the customs 

territory of the CU and 

transit across the cus-

toms territory of the CU 

of hazardous wastes, Ar-

ticle 10. Paragraphs 6,7

The Resolution of the 

MNREP dd. 24.10.2008 

№ 89 „On certain im-

plementation actions of 

the Resolution of the CM 

of the Republic of Bela-

rus dd. 23.09.2008 r. 

№ 397 „

No No

Annex 7 Amendment – – –

Annex 8

Annex 9

List A - hazardous wastes 

List B - non-hazardous wastes

Hazardous wastes pro-

hibited for import to the 

territory of the CU, Haza-

rdous wastes restricted 

for movements across 

the customs border of 

the CU when imported 

and (or) exported, ap-

proved by the Decision 

of the Collegium of the 

Eurasian Economic Com-

mission dd. 16.08.2012 

№ 134 (entered into 

force on 16.09.2012)

In the lists of hazardous 

wastes there are no 

„wastes, collected from 

households“ referred to 

as the category of „other 

wastes“

It is necessary to include 

the „wastes, collected 

from households“ into 

the list of the Hazardous 

wastes prohibited for 

import to the customs 

territory of the CU
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Annex 5. The legislation analysis on the POPs management - the Stockholm Convention require-

ments implementation

Article of the Stockholm 

Convention 

Provisions of the Stock-

holm Convention 
Relevant legislation of the RB 

Implementation 

problems 
Gaps 

Article 1. Objective The objective of this 

Convention is to protect 

human health and the 

environment from POPs

To follow this objective the RB acceded to 

the Convention in accordance with Edict of 

the President of the RB No. 594 of Decem-

ber 26, 2003 „On Accession of the RB to the 

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 

Pollutants“.

The same objective is set forth in the Belarus 

National Implementation Plan of the Stock-

holm Convention (the National Plan of the RB 

for the Implementation of its Obligations under 

the Stockholm Convention for the period of 

2007-2010, and until the year 2028 (herei-

nafter referred to as the 2007-2010 National 

Plan) was approved by the Presidential Edict 

No. 271 of June 12, 2007)

No No

Article 1. Objective

Article 3. Measures to 

reduce or eliminate re-

leases from intentional 

production and use

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

1. According to the official report of the RB on 

the Convention implementation there is an offi-

cial ban/ prohibition on import/ export/ use of 

the substances listed in Annexes A and B. The 

listed substances have never been produced 

in the country. 

As for the transport for environmentally sound 

disposal, the following regulations are set forth 

in the country: 

1. The Law of the RB of 20 July 2007 NO. 

271-3 “On Wastes Management”, Article 27

2. Provisions of the Procedure and Conditi-

ons of the issuance of permitting documents 

for import and (or) export of the hazardous 

wastes limited for the movement through the 

State border of the RB due to non-economic 

grounds, approved by the Resolution of the CM 

of the RB of 23 September 2008 No. 1397 

“On several questions of the procedure of the 

movement of definite kinds of goods through 

the State border of the RB”.

This document establishes the procedure of 

the issuance of permitting document for the 

import, export of hazardous wastes limited for 

the movement through the State border of the 

RB. It is used for the export of the wastes to 

the countries of the CU and for the transit of 

the wastes from the countries of the CU. 

In this document, there 

is a downside: the POPs 

list does not include new 

substances: nomencla-

ture is not accurate (eg, 

PCBs attributed to pest-

icides). This document 

makes no exception to 

import the environmen-

tally safe disposal, as 

well as for use as labo-

ratory standards.

The paper needs to be 

revised accordingly.



86

3. The Resolution of the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environment Protection of the 

RB of 24 October 2008 No. 89 “On several 

measures for the implementation of Resolution 

of the CM of the RB of 23 September 2008 

NO. 1397”.

The document defines:

• The notification document form of trans-

boundary movement of wastes and the proce-

dure of its filling in;

• The form of the register of the issued per-

mits for the transboundary movement of haza-

rdous wastes.

Belarus is a member of the CUsince 1 January 

2010 therefore documents developed for the 

Union are also applicable for Belarus to import 

/ export of POPs there the Decision of the 

Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission 

August 16, 2012 № 134 „On normative legal 

acts in the field of tariff regulation „, which 

defines the conditions of the restrictions on 

the transport of POPs. They are included in a 

single list of goods subject to bans or restricti-

ons on the importation or exportation of states 

- members of the CU within the EEC in trade 

with third countries.

Article 5. Measures to 

reduce or eliminate rele-

ases from unintentional 

production

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

1. The official report of the country for the 

implementation of the Convention provides 

inventory data of the releases of POPs from 

unintentional production for the years begin-

ning from 2004. Apart from that the following 

regulatory and practical measures have been 

taken to comply with Article 5: 

1. Resolution of the Ministry of Natural Re-

sources and Environmental Protection of the 

Republic Belarus No. 10-T of August 19, 2011 

approved and enacted since January 1, 2012, 

the TCP 17.08-13-2011 (02120) „Environ-

mental protection and nature management. 

Atmosphere. Emissions of pollutants into the 

atmospheric air. Rules of estimation of emis-

sion of POPs“.

2. In 2012, the NASof Belarus developed (un-

der a contract guidelines on the best available 

technical methods of reduction of unintended 

emissions of POPs.

3. The MNREP in coordination with the minis-

tries and organizations subordinated to the 

Government, and users of natural resources, 

created a list of key sources of unintended 

emission of POPs in the processes of energy 

generation with solid and liquid fuel; producti-

on of ferrous and non-ferrous metals, building 

materials; thermal waste decontamination/

destruction with inclusion of such sources in 

waste inventories according to the TCP 17.08-

13-2011 (02120) „Environmental protection 

and nature management. Atmosphere. Emis-

sions of pollutants into the atmospheric air. 

Rules of estimation of emission of POPs“.

4. In 2012, Lakokraska OJSC (Lida) had a sys-

tem of purification of atmospheric emissions 

of dust and gas from the industrial solid waste 

incineration plant renovated.

No No
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5. Belarusian Steel Works RUE (Zhlobin) car-

ried out renovation of the dust/gas treatment 

unit at the Arc Steelmaking Furnace No.3 (with 

an automated control system).

6. 6. In 2012, Mogilev Automobile Plant named 

after Kirov (Mogilev) RUE procured 45 ESD-

442 Kaeser rotary screw compressor sets to 

upgrade the air purification system of the Ber-

ghaus electric arc and induction furnaces. 

Article 6. Measures to 

reduce or eliminate rele-

ases from stockpiles and 

wastes

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

Following the provisions of this Article the Repub-

lic of Belarus has identified the stockpiles consi-

sting of or containing chemicals listed either in An-

nex A or Annex B. Thus, the following documents 

define the procedures of POPs inventories, proper 

storage and handling to reduce or eliminate the 

releases form stockpiles and wastes:

1. The Rules of Obsolete Pesticides Management 

approved by Resolution of the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environment Protection and the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of 

Belarus of 3 February, 2005 No. 5/6; 

2. The Rules for Handling PCB Containing Equip-

ment and Wastes approved by Resolution # 62 

of the Ministry of Natural Resources dated June 

24, 2008; 

3. The TCP 17.08-13-2011 (02120) „Environmen-

tal protection and nature management. Atmosphe-

re. Emissions of pollutants into the atmospheric 

air. Rules of estimation of emission of POPs“

4. The Resolution of the Ministry of Natural Resou-

rces and Environmental Protection of the Republic 

Belarus No. 19-T of December 26, 2012 approved 

the TCP 17.11-06-2012 (02120) „Environmental 

protection and nature management. Rules of in-

ventorying POPs added to the Stockholm Conven-

tion on Persistent Organic Pollutants“

Apart from that, Belarus is a party to the Basel 

Convention and possesses well-developed regula-

tion to comply with this convention. Mainly:

1. The Law of the Republic of Belarus of June 

6, 2001 No. 32-3 “On Transport of Hazardous 

Cargo”;

2. “Rules of Ensuring Secure Transport of Hazar-

dous Cargo by Vehicles in the Republic of Belarus” 

approved by Resolution of the Ministry for Emer-

gencies of the RB No. 61 of 8 December, 2010;

3. The Resolution of the CM of the Republic of 

Belarus of 23 September 2008 No. 1397 “On se-

veral questions of the procedure of the movement 

of definite kinds of goods through the State border 

of the RB”.

4. The Resolution of the Ministry of Natural Resou-

rces and Environmental Protection of the Republic 

Belarus No. 20-T of December 29, 2012 appro-

ving and enacting the TCP 17.12-04-2012 „Envi-

ronmental protection and nature management. 

Territories. Procedure of rehabilitation of territories 

contaminated with POPs“ establishes the proce-

dure of the identification and restoration of the 

territories impacted by POPs.

Practical actions on ultimate environmentally 

sound disposal of POPs stockpiles have been un-

dertaken for the recent years – two out of seven 

obsolete pesticides landfills have been eliminated. 

About 17 % of all PCBs found in the country has 

been disposed of. 

It is advisable to deve-

lop a technical legal act 

as soon as new POPs 

inventory is completed. 

The existing relevant 

acts should be amen-

ded. For example, the ru-

les dealing with obsolete 

pesticides approved by 

the MNREP and the Mi-

nistry of Agriculture and 

Food of 3.02.2005 № 

5/6, you need to change 

in light of new POPs pes-

ticides such as HCH and 

its isomers.

A revision of the existing 

legal acts in necessary 

to fulfill obligations re-

garding new POPs



88

Article 7. Implementation 

plans

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

TheNationalImplementationPlanwasdevelo-

pedandsubmittedtotheSecretariatinNovember 

2006. ItwaslatertransformedintotheNational-

PlanoftheRBfortheImplementationofitsObli-

gationsundertheStockholmConventionforthe-

periodof 2007-2010, anduntiltheyear 2028 

(hereinafterreferredtoasthe 2007-2010 Natio-

nalPlan), whichwasapprovedbyPresidentialE-

dictNo. 271 ofJune 12, 2007.

The updated NIP was adopted in 2011 (the De-

creeofthePresidentoftheRBNo 271 of 27 June, 

2011 «OnApprovaloftheNationalPlanofImple-

mentationoftheObligationsAssumedbytheR-

BonImplementationoftheProvisionsoftheS-

tockholmConventiononPersistentOrganicPollu-

tantsintheyearsof 2011-2015»)

No No

Article 9. Information ex-

change

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

There is a specially dedicated web-site – www.

popsbelarus.by. The MNREP, the Ministry of 

Healthcare and a number of NGOs are regu-

larly working on development and implemen-

tation of projects and activities dedicated to 

information of the public on POPs issues. Mass 

media are also involved in the process of infor-

mation and education.

No No

Article 10. Public infor-

mation, awareness and 

education

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

There is a specially dedicated web-site – www.

popsbelarus.by. The MNREP, the Ministry of 

Healthcare and a number of NGOs are regu-

larly working on development and implemen-

tation of projects and activities dedicated to 

information of the public on POPs issues. Mass 

media are also involved in the process of infor-

mation and education. No No

Article 11. Research, 

development and moni-

toring

All provisions of the ar-

ticle

A systematic approach to monitoring, built into 

the Republic of Belarus National Environment 

Monitoring System, with regard to its structure 

has been developed. According to the NIP the 

state budget funds are allocated for the Re-

search and Development in the area of POPs.

No No

Article 15.  Reporting All provisions of the ar-

ticle

The Republic of Belarus has submitted two of 

its country reports so far – 2006 and 2011.

No No
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ABBREVIATIONS LIST: 

ASM Academy of Sciences of Moldova

BAT Best available techniques 

BEP Best environmental practices

CPA Central public administration

CPESS Civil Protection and Emergency Situation Service

CS Customs Service

DDT Dichloro-diphenyl-trichloroethane

GD Governmental Decision

GDP Gross Domestic Product

GEF Global Environment Facility

GHS Global Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

GLP Good Laboratory Practices 

EBRD European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

EU European Union 

FAO United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization

FAO Code Code of Conduct on the distribution and use of pesticides

FEN National environmental Fund

ICCM International Conference on Chemicals Management

ILO International Labour Organization

LPA Local public administration

MAI Ministry of Internal Affairs

MAFI Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry

MCTD Ministry of Constructions and Territorial Development 

MEA Multilateral Environmental Agreement  

MEC Ministry of Economy

MEN Ministry of Environment

MEY Ministry of Education and Youth 

MH Ministry of Health

MTRI Ministry of Transport and Road Infrastructure

MD Ministry of Defence

MTIC Ministry of Information Technologies and Communications

NGO Non-governmental Organisation

PIC Procedure for prior informed consent applicable to certain hazardous chemical products and pesticides 

which are subject to international trade under the Rotterdam Convention

POPs Persistent Organic Pollutants

PSITSDO Principal State Inspectorate for Technical Supervision of Dangerous Facilities

PRTR Pollutant Release and Transfer Register under the Arhus Convention

QSP Quick Start Programme

SAICM Strategic approach for international chemicals management  

SMC Sound Management of Chemicals 

UN United Nations Organisation

UNCCC UN Framework Convention on climate change

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

UNDP United Nations Development Programme

UNEP United Nations Environment Programme
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1 INTRODUCTION

In the last decade the issue with regards to the comprehensive chemicals and waste management has been 

raised at international agenda, particularly focusing on measures that have to be taken at every step of life cycle – 

from production to disposal. Beside the solid national frameworks on both legislative and institutional levels, there 

is a great impact of the international and regional chemicals and waste regime that has to be dynamic and able to 

respond to new changes.

In this regards, the framework for the coherent and synergetic approach towards the chemicals and waste mana-

gement has been undertaken by the three major Conventions: Basel, Rotterdam and the Stockholm Convention. 

The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention are multilateral environmental agreements, which share the 

common objective of protecting human health and the environment from the hazardous chemicals and wastes 

adverse effects.

Decision IX/10 of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention, decision RC-4/11 of the Conference of 

the Parties to the Rotterdam Convention and decision SC-4/34 of the Conference of the Parties to the Stockholm 

Convention: Enhancing cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions 

(Section B. point 9) give directions to Parties how to achieve synergies at the national level i.e.; Recommend Par-

ties to incorporate in their national development plans and strategies measures to implement the Basel, Rotterdam 

and Stockholm conventions in order to ensure coherence in their national priority setting.

The synergy process covers both internationally and nationally such areas as policy and legislation creation, ad-

ministrative system, import and export management, information management, technical skills, capacity building 

and training.

The current legislation in the field of chemicals and waste management is rather complex and besides its main task 

to regulate the full cycle of chemicals management it must create the legally binding regulation applicable to the 

variety of stakeholders, it must contribute to significant improvements at national level and blooming of the invest-

ments, improve economic incentive and encourage government interventions. In this context the close analysis 

of the applicable legal framework, therefore is an important part of assessing the current country’s capacities and 

providing the roadmap for the needed improvements at both national and region wise scale.

It should be stressed that the focus of this report is specific, since the undertaken analysis aims to assist the de-

cision makers to analyse the variety of measures that if taken into account shall significantly improve the issue on 

chemicals and their waste management within Moldova.

The main strategic document that was the focus of the report was the National Sound Management of Chemi-

cals Programme of the Republic of Moldova for the period of 2010-2020, that was adopted by Governmental 

Decision Nr. 973 of 18 October 2010.  

The proposed procedures for coordinated implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam Stockholm Conventions have 

been drafted by Macedonia and were addressed closely by the interministerial working group and they were in-

corporated at certain extend within the process of defining concrete measures  and tasks within the action plan 

for the period of 2016-2020. 

The current report has been developed in the frames of the regional project, financed by UNEP “Capacity 

building to promote synergies on the coordinated implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

Conventions in Belarus, Moldova and the Republic of Macedonia”. It presents in a concise manner the outco-

me of the work conducted by the Environmental Pollution Prevention Office staff and national experts invol-

ved – Mrs. Tatiana TUGUI, Mrs. Tatiana ECHIM, Mrs. Inga PODOROGHIN, Mrs. Iordanca-Rodica IORDANOV, 

under the supervision of Mrs. Liudmila MARDUHAEVA, national SAICM focal point. The special guidance 

during the execution of this assignment has been given by BCRC Bratislava staff, Mrs. Dana LAPESOVA and 

Mrs. Ivana JASIKOVA. 
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2 BACKGROUND

Seen from the standpoint of Moldova’s accession to the EU and the signatory in April 2014 the Association 

Agreement between the European Union and the Republic of Moldova, a new approach is needed for chemicals 

management issues, based on ratified agreements and conventions. European law is a benchmark for aspiring 

EU countries regarding development of national legislation. To ready the country for improved protection of human 

health and the environmental and EU accession obligations, improvements are needed to the national chemicals 

management regime to overcome fragmentation and address gaps in legislative, institutional and technical infra-

structure.

The need for promotion of common policy in the field of environment and natural resources, for implementation of 

requirements on environmental protection in the process of transformation of national economy, implementation 

of the international conventions regarding chemicals management requires realization of common actions at both 

national and international levels.

2.1 Cooperation-regional and international

Regional and international cooperation is useful for solutions to common environmental problems among 

many states, involving cultural, legal and environmental common actions, which more often require numerous 

financial resources. Such cooperation will ensure efficient use of limited resources and ensure continuity in the 

implementation of international conventions and treaties in the field of chemicals management.  The Republic of 

Moldova is actively taking part in international cooperation, being at the same time a member of many international 

bodies.

International framework on regulation in the field of chemicals management reflected in the present report 

includes the following multilateral treaties:

o Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and 

their Disposal

The objective of the Basel Convention is the improvement of management of hazardous waste and other waste in 

sound environmental conditions; control over import, export and transit of hazardous waste and other waste. 

Basel Convention was ratified by the Republic of Moldova in June 2nd, 1998 according to the Parliament of RM 

Decision nr.1599-XIII of 10 March 1998. Ministry of Environment (Environmental Pollution Prevention and Waste 

Management Division) is designated as competent authority for coordination of execution of provisions of the 

convention.

National Focal Point:

Mrs. Virginia Galatonov

chief of waste management division,

Ministry of Environment

Tel/fax +373 22 20 45 24

rosca@mediu.gov.md

http://mediu.gov.md

o Rotterdam Convention on prior informed consent (PIC) procedure which covers pesticides 

and industrial chemicals that are a subject of international trade.

Rotterdam Convention encourages share of responsibilities and cooperation among Parties in the area of interna-

tional trade of certain hazardous chemicals in order to protect human health and the environment from potential 

harm; to contribute to the environmentally sound use of those hazardous chemicals, by facilitating information ex-

change about their characteristics, by providing for a national decision-making process on their import and export 

and by disseminating these decisions to Parties. 

1 Government of the Republic of Moldova http://www.gov.md/libview.php?l=en&id=7189&idc=451
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The Convention was ratified by the Republic of Moldova according to Law nr 389-XV of 25 November 2004. 

Ministry of Environment is designated as competent authority for coordination of execution of provisions of the 

convention.

National Focal Point:

Mrs. Virginia Galatonov

chief of waste management division,

Ministry of Environment

Tel/fax +373 22 20 45 24

rosca@mediu.gov.md

http://mediu.gov.md

o Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants 

The main goal of the Stockholm Convention is the protection of human health and environment. The Stockholm 

Convention initially has regulated 12 POPs, further at its fourth meeting held from 4 to 8 May 2009, the Con-

ference of the Parties adopted amendments to Annexes A, B and C to the Stockholm Convention to list nine 

new persistent organic pollutants (SC-4/10-SC-4/18). Further at its fifth meeting held from 25 to 29 May 2011, 

the Conference of the Parties adopted an amendment to Annex A to the Stockholm Convention to list technical 

endosulfan and its related isomers with a specific exemption (decision SC-5/3).  Further based on Decision 

SC-6/13 hexabromocyclododecane has been introduced as additional substance within POPs list.

Substances that fall under the Stockholm Convention have toxic particularities, resist degradation, are biologically 

accumulated and transported through air, water and migrant species along international boarder and can be de-

posited far away from the place of their origin. 

The Republic of Moldova has ratified the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants by Law nr. 40-XV 

of 19 February 2004. Ministry of Environment is designated as competent authority for coordination of convention 

implementation.

National Focal Point:

Mrs. Virginia Galatonov

chief of waste management division,

Ministry of Environment

Tel/fax +373 22 20 45 24

rosca@mediu.gov.md

http://mediu.gov.md

2.2  Prioritization approach

With regards to the capacity building for the coordinated implementation of three main convention, the Basel, 

Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention the EPPO’s team has followed the priority steps (see Table 1) defined and 

recommended for application by BCRC and Macedonia, however adjusted to the national context and that were 

taken as being the most relevant for the development of the Action Plan (2015-2020) and namely:
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Table 1. Priority Steps and their Descriptions

Priority Step Description

1. Enhancing capacities of the coordi-

nation mechanism

- Assessment of the implementation of the three Conventions and definition of the Acti-

on Plan 

- Overview of the possibilities for establishing key mechanisms for effective coordinati-

on of national activities

- Updating the mandate and tasks of the institutional mechanisms for implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation

2. Identification of common thematic 

areas and provisions for synergy in 

each thematic area

- Content analysis of the three Environmental Conventions and identification of thematic 

areas for synergy

- Gap analysis of the national legislation linked with the implementation of the related 

MEAs 

- Harmonization of the national legislation with the related MEAs

3. For each thematic area, identify 

parallels or gaps between the national 

environmental policy and the action 

plan and construct country context 

statement for each thematic area

- Identification of relevant country policy provisions for each common provision

- Determination of  the need for policy formulation for the common provisions of the 

three Conventions

- Organization of workshops for policymakers

4. Define the synergy - Evaluation of the national development planning documents

- Provide permanent communication with affiliated focal points

- Definition of synergy programmes – selection of related and proposed synergy pro-

grammes and intensive implementation of the synergy scheme in the country

- Intensifying the involvement of all relevant sectors and institutions/organizations at 

local level

- Proposing legislation for streamlining of national policies, among the main Conventi-

ons for implementation

- Training participants in project planning, design and reporting with emphasis on the 

interactions among the three Environmental Conventions

- Defining links among the Environmental Conventions as short-term, medium-term, 

and long-term activities and programs which should be identified to all pertinent stake-

holders

- Develop and train qualified personnel/workforce and trainers required to develop syn-

ergy in projects and activities at local levels

- Coordinating and networking with regional and international partners for developing 

synergy

- Evaluation of progress and impacts achieved by adopting processes for developing 

synergy

5. Formulate national strategies for 

synergistic implementation with re-

spect to each thematic area;  develop 

and propose action(s) for each strategy 

statement

- Contextualizing the objectives of the country with the proposed strategies to imple-

ment the common provisions of each thematic area

- Incorporating the synergetic approached within the Action Plan document

6. Define the synergy scheme - Definition of the exact role of each institution, organization, individual involved

- Organization of the kick-off meeting with all listed institutions and organizations

- Definition of each step to be undertaken by a certain institution/organization in order 

to provide synergistic implementation of the three MEAs

- Definition of a procedure for harmonized implementation of the defined steps

- Production of the synergy scheme for implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm Conventions

- Training on successful implementation of the synergy scheme for implementation of 

the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions
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2.3  Problem Analysis

The analysis of the statistical reports and data regarding the baseline situation in the area of chemicals’ manage-

ment in the Republic of Moldova show that a very narrow range and relatively small volumes of chemical products 

are manufactured in the country (up to 1000 t/year – pharmaceutical products, detergents and etheric oils; in 

between 1000 and 10000 t/year – polishes and paints). As the range of chemical products manufactured in the 

country is rather small, the majority of the national economy needs for chemical substances and products are 

covered from imports, accounting for 13.5% of the total volume of imports. Huge volumes are registered for import 

of phytosanitary products and fertilizers, different raw material, products, and substances for processing industry 

and other industries.

Additionally, the legal framework in the area of chemicals and waste management is fragmented and dispersed 

by economy sectors. Hence, a number of central public administration authorities have responsibilities related 

to chemicals’ management. Such a fragmentary approach leads to an inefficient management of chemicals, in 

general, as well as of the national resources. 

The need of a new Law on Chemicals is determined by the fact that the Law no. 1236-XIII dated 3.07.1997, toge-

ther with the entire national legal framework in the area of chemicals’ management, does not ensure an integrated 

management of chemicals during their entire lifecycle. 

An important gap relates to the fact that the legislation in force does not cover provisions regarding the import, 

export, and use restrictions for a range of hazardous chemicals, which were restricted over the last 15 years at the 

international level, and does not cover provisions, which would ensure the implementation of the commitments as-

sumed by the country by signing the international tools regulating chemicals, such as the Stockholm Convention 

on POP, Rotterdam Convention, and other. In these conditions, the population and environment from the Republic 

of Moldova are subject to a significant risk induced by the different potentially harmful chemical substances and 

products, which are imported and used in the country. 

Hence, the Action Plan for implementing the National Sound Management of Chemicals Program in the Republic 

of Moldova, adopted via the Government Decision no. 973 dated 18.10.2010, included the development of a new 

law on chemicals as a measure to improve the normative framework in the area of chemicals’ management. 

There are numerous sectors of national economy that have the conjunction with the sound management of che-

micals. Thus the figure 1 below presents the initial sectors that were proposed for the discussions and further 

prioritization for synergy:

Figure 3. Priority sectors for SMC and Waste 
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However throughout the prioritization, the sectors which were identified of the highest priority were the following: 

industry, agriculture, health and environment. These sectors were selected based on the intensity level of 

chemicals’ usage in these sectors, as well as the impact on the development of sectors. The main impediments 

related to the establishment of the sound management of chemicals in these sectors are the following:

- Lack of knowledge regarding the correct use of chemicals, taking into consideration all the security norms, as 

well as the associated dangers for health and environment, and the means for risks’ control; 

- Rough information or lack of information in the state language regarding the chemicals’ peculiarities on the 

labels of the sold products;

- Reduced technical and human capacities for collecting data about the production, import, export, storage, 

transportation, use, and elimination of chemical waste; 

With specific regards to hazardous waste, the following gaps were identified by interministerial working group:

- Quantitative and qualitative data on some streams of HW is either missing or not fully reliable;

- There are no data on volumes of recycled waste;

- Not all enterprises report about their toxic waste generation. In the Republic of Moldova in 2010 there were 

46704 registered enterprises and only 886 of them report about their toxic waste. Companies with a number 

of personal lower than 25 employees do not report data on toxic waste.  Also, companies don’t want to invest 

money for solution of the HW issues, expecting the co-financing from state

- No adequate infrastructure for hazardous waste management, including medical waste, as well as no adequa-

te infrastructure for sewerage and treatment of used water, which would prevent the pollution of environment 

components; 

- Data on historical hazardous wastes, particularly industrial ones has only started to be collected and updated 

in mid-2014, so at this point of time there are no reliable quantities that could serve as a basis for state pro-

grams.

- There are very little relevant analyses about the impact of hazardous wastes on health, soil/water or air quality, 

and economic activity at national level.

- Missing regulations regarding the procedure to recover the packages contaminated with the potential hazar-

dous chemicals.

- Insufficient capacity to monitor and report the HW impacts. 

Thus, the Action Plan for 2015-2020 closely addresses these sectors and list of measures to be taken for their 

significant improvement. 

2.4  Assessing the Institutional Framework

Chemicals and waste management is performed in the Republic of Moldova by various institutions and in compli-

ance with the legislation at force.

The table 2 below presents the responsibilities with regards to full life cycle of chemicals, including disposal of the 

Government Ministries, Agencies and state institutions.
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Ministry of Ecology and 

Natural Resources
Hazardous waste X X X X X X

Ozone-depleting substan-

ces
X X X X

Table 2. Responsibilities of Government Ministries, Agencies, and Other State Institutions 
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Fertilizers and plant prote-

ction products
X X X X

Persistent Organic Pollu-

tants
X X

Ministry of Health Pharmaceutical products X X X X X

Fertilizers and plant prote-

ction products
X X X

Chemicals used in the in-

dustry
X

Cleaning chemical produ-

cts
X X

Ministry of Agriculture and 

Food Industry

Fertilizers and plant prote-

ction products
X X X X X

Ministry of Economy and 

Commerce/LI
Chemical substances X X

Strategic Goods X X

Ministry of Transport and 

Road Management 
Hazardous goods X

Ministry of Interior /CPESS Hazardous goods X X X X

Customs Service Chemicals X X

Chamber of Licensing 
Plant protection products 

and fertilizers
X X

Toxic chemical substan-

ces and materials, articles 

and cleaning chemical 

products

X X X X

Pharmaceutical activity, 

Perfumery and cosmetics
X X

National Agency for  Energy 

Regulation 

Petrol, diesel and liquefied  

gas
X X

Natural gas X X X X X

In accordance with national legislation, the competences of the Government in the field of environmental protecti-

on and healthcare are the following:

(i) implementation of the parliamentary policy in the field; 

(ii) development of programs to improve quality of the environment and health care of population; 

(iii) ensuring external relations of the Republic of Moldova with other states and international organizations in the 

field; 

(iv) financial,  technical and material support for activities under state orders for scientific

(v) research in the field; 

(vi) requiring the central and local public authorities to reduce the pollution of aquatic resources, atmosphere, 

soil and subsoil with toxic substances; 

(vii) adoption of decisions regarding management of agriculture, communal household,

(viii) industry and energy, chemicals that can affect the environment and human health;

However the following key institutions were identified as key state bodies involved in synergy scheme. Their com-

petences are briefly outlined below.

Ministry of Environment (ME) is the central national environmental authority to develop and promote policies and 

strategies in the field of environmental protection, rational use of natural resources, biodiversity conservation, and 

participate in the development of the environmental component on predictions related to socio-economic deve-

lopment of the country. The ME identifies priority issues, develops and promotes national action programs and 

plans in its fields of activity, coordinates actions of the ministries, departments and local governmental authorities 
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to formulate and implement national, branch and local programmes and plans, and exercises control over achie-

vement (Governmental Decision Nr 847 dated 18.12.2009). 

The main responsibility of the Ministry of Health (MH) is development of health care policies and strategies in the 

context of implementing governmental policies for promotion and ensuring healthcare of the population; strategic 

planning, analysis, monitoring and evaluation of developed policies, multilateral assessment of their social impact, 

etc. (Governmental Decision nr.777 of 27.11.2009).

Along with activities promoting agrarian policy and ensuring the development of agriculture, food industry and rural 

localities, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry (MAFI), stimulates and monitors the use of sustainable 

and efficient farming systems, based on maintaining and enhancing soil fertility through the application of agro 

technical, agrochemical methods and measures of land reclamation, through land planning and organization, 

including maintenance and development of hydro-ameliorative and soil conservation systems, and of systems 

aimed at maintaining ecological balance and recovery of water reserves (Governmental Decision no. 793 of 

02.12.2009). 

The Service for Civil Protection and Emergency Situations by the Ministry of Internal Affairs(SCPES, MIA) 

plans, organizes, coordinates and implements civil protection measures; coordinates the work of public autho-

rities in the field of prevention and remediation of the consequences of extraordinary situations; conducts state 

control over civil protection, including the compliance with the standards, rules and regulations for radiation, che-

mical, medical and biological protection, etc.

In accordance with national legislation the activity of the Ministry of Economy in the management of chemicals 

are carried out in the following fields:

i. In the field of trade: establish policy on trade, services, tariffs and customs duties, implement measures to 

protect the internal market and establish a favourable regime for the production and marketing of important 

social goods; ensure the activity of control on export, re-export, import and transit of strategic goods, inclu-

ding issuing permits and other relevant documents in the field;

ii. Industry sector: development and promotion of programs, sectorial plans related to industrial production, in-

cluding environmentally safe production and waste reduction by use of non-pollutant technologies; participate 

in planning and carrying out approaches for the detection and removal of the sources of hazard, including 

those involving chemicals, carrying out evaluations and making forecasts of the potential consequences;

iii. Energy Sector: development of renewable energy, giving priority to advanced and non-polluting technologies 

of obtaining energy; equipping power and heating stations with devices for automatic control of pollutant 

emissions into the air and water sources; 

iv. Industrial Safety: The public administrative body authorized for industrial safety is the Standardization and 

Metrology Service, which enforces regulations and is empowered with the following special functions of 

authorization, control and surveillance in industrial safety. Technical state supervision in industrial safety is 

carried out by the Principal State Inspectorate for Technical Supervision of Industrial Dangerous Objectives 

being subordinated to the body empowered in industrial safety. 

Labour Inspection initiates and promotes along with other responsible authorities specific  normative acts related 

to protection of health and labour safety of employees and working environment which implies chemical substan-

ces or dangerous products, as well as evaluation and control of risk caused by chemical substances and hazar-

dous chemical products for environment and human beings;   establishes along with other responsible authorities 

regulation on labour safety, policies for prevention of working accidents and professional morbidity caused by 

chemical substances and hazardous products, controls the means for respect of labour safety measures related 

to chemical substances and hazardous products. 

Local public administration authorities (LPA) have responsibilities for environmental protection within their ter-

ritory, ensuring compliance with standards and applicable law. The legislation stipulates a series of obligations 

for economic agents (for example, to carry out their work in the environmental permits, to prevent pollution, to 

manage toxic substances in a safe way for the environment, etc). 
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Besides the local and central administration bodies, the country has the available expertise within the re-

search, professional associations and civil society sector.

Thus Academy of Science of Moldova (ASM) through its scientific institutions is involved in various researches of 

chemicals testing and risk assessment and impact on the environment and human health from the use of chemi-

cals. Results of the research provide the basis for making decisions. Within the framework of international exchan-

ge programs, students, master and doctor candidates receive scholarships for studies in educational institutions 

abroad in the field of chemicals and waste management. 

The contribution of environmental NGOs in implementation of information and public awareness projects on is-

sues related to chemicals management should be mentioned. Several important public awareness and informa-

tion projects with regards to chemicals and waste were implemented in the last decade in Moldova, such as i) 

Public awareness component of the impact of POPs on the environment and human health, prevention measures 

and reduction of environmental pollution from pesticides and PCBs; ii) Chemicals Safety Week, etc. The aim and 

activities of the projects carried out by environmental NGOs depend largely of donors’ priorities, being most often 

projects on awareness of the impact of inadequate management of hazardous waste, unauthorized burning of 

household waste etc.

Table 3. Summary of Expertise Available Outside of Government
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Data Collection x x x

Testing of Chemicals x x x

Evaluation and Risk assessment x x x x

Risk Reduction x x

Policy Analysis x x

Training and Education x x x x x x

Research on Alternatives x x

Monitoring x x

Enforcement x x x

Information to Workers x x x x x x

Information to Public x x x x x x

2.5  Assessing the Legislative Framework

Moldova’s current environmental legislation does not yet comply with provisions and arrangements in the main 

chemicals related regulations.(the descriptive information regarding strategic documents and legislation in force 

on chemicals and waste management is given in Annex 1). Therefore a new approach on chemicals legislation in 

Moldova should be a priority in the near-term. 

The proposed chemicals and waste legislation that is currently under development will:

1. Focus on ensuring a high level of protection of human health and the environment in Moldova against risks that 

may arise from the use of chemicals, including hazardous chemicals. 

2. Create the legal framework for Moldova’s compliance with EU legislation.  The proposed chemicals legislation 

will bring conformity with: Regulation (EC) no. 850/2004 of the European Parliament and the Council as of 
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April 29, 2004 on persistent organic pollutants (POPs); Regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006 of the European Par-

liament and of the Council as of December 18, 2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, Authorization 

and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH); Regulation (EC) No 689/2008 of the European Parliament and of the 

Council as of June 17, 2008 concerning the export and import of dangerous chemicals (PIC); Regulation (EC) 

No. 1272/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council as of December 16, 2008 on classification, 

labelling and packaging of substances and mixtures (CLP), which amends the Directive 67/548/EEC (which 

implements the Globally Harmonized System for classification of chemicals (GHS) developed within UNECE); 

and, 2011/65/UE Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council as of June 8, 2011 on the restric-

tion of certain hazardous substances in electrical and electronic equipment.

3. Contribute to Implementing the National Program for 2010-2020, which identifies as one priority the creation 

of an improved legal framework on chemicals, taking into account international obligations

In cases where requirements for improved management of chemicals in Moldova do not require a legal instrument, 

or a legal instrument is not feasible at this time, they are included at institutional and infrastructure component of 

the Action Plan. 

As identified in National Sound Management of Chemicals Programme the following sectoral needs were identi-

fied as priority ones: 

• Plant protection products and fertilizers (agricultural chemicals); 

• Industrial chemicals; 

• Hazardous chemicals; 

• Health protection; and 

• Compliance with MEAs.

As a result, sector ministries or subsidiary bodies do the vast majority of surveillance and monitoring of the use of 

chemicals in Moldova, with modest government wide policy coordination, harmonization of laws and institutional 

cooperation. 

2.5.1     Agrochemicals

Due to the nature of the economy and current prospects for its 

development the  agrochemicals have received  quite high atten-

tion. The Plant Protection Law No. 612-XIV of 01.10.1999 and 

the Law on plant protection products and fertilizers, No. 119-XV 

of 22.04.2004 regulate plant protection products and fertilizers in 

Moldova. 

Additional provisions regarding application of chemicals in agricul-

ture are stipulated in the Law on Ecological Agro-food Production 

No. 115 of 09.06.2005 and the National Program on ecological 

agro-food approved by GD No. 149 as of 10.02.2006. The appro-

val of the Law on Ecological Agro-food Production was intended to 

contribute to the enhancement of the production of ecological ag-

ro-food by applying adequate ecological plant protection products 

in line with EU sanitary obligations. The Government subsequently 

improved the legislation by putting in place an integrated system 

of plant protection, rationalizing the application of chemicals and 

organic fertilizers and limiting the usage of chemicals with adverse 

effects on the environment. The legislation is in line with the MAFI 

strategic development of the agro-food industry, and the Strategy 

on Food Safety for 2011-2015, approved by GD No. 973 as of 

03.10.2011 to be further ratified by Parliament.  

Complimentary GDs regulating the import, storage, marketing, use 

Legislation regulating Plant 

Protection and Fertilizers

GD on approval of the Regulation regarding 

the importation, storage, marketing and use 

of plant protection products and fertilizers 

(No. 1045 as of 05.10.2005)

GD regarding the approval and use in agri-

culture of plant protection products and ferti-

lizers (No. 897 as of 08.12.1994)

GD regarding the approval of the regulation 

on the certification and approval by the state 

of plant protection products and fertilizers 

for use in agriculture and forestry (No. 1307 

as of 12.12.2005)

GD on approval of the Regulation regarding 

charges for testing of chemical and biologi-

cal protection products and plant growth en-

hancers (No. 200 as of 27.03.1995)

GD regarding prevention of illicit imports and 

marketing of chemical and biological produ-

cts for use in agriculture and forestry in the 

territory of RM (No. 740 as of 02.01.1995)

GD regarding additional measures for cent-

ralized storage and neutralization of banned 

and unusable pesticides (No. 1543 as of 

29.11.2002)

GD on approval of Regulation on the fees for 

the conduct of research, testing, testing of 

plant protection products and fertilizers and 
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of plant protection products and fertilizers, certifications, approvals, 

charges for testing chemical and biological protection of products, 

prevention of illicit imports of chemicals, etc. have been developed 

and put in force. These GDs stipulate the state and private sector’s 

obligations regarding certificates, permits, authorizations, testing 

of imports, storage, sales, exports, etc. of agro-chemicals in the 

territory of Moldova. 

2.5.2  Industrial Chemicals

The situation on industrial chemicals is more complex and less well 

developed in Moldova. Unlike the inter-sectorial approach to agro-che-

micals, industrial chemicals still lack consistent regulatory framework. 

Hazardous substances in industry are partially addressed through me-

chanisms established under the Law on Industrial Safety of Dangerous 

Industrial Objects No. 803-VI of 11.02.2000. The State Enterprise 

Technical Center for Industrial Safety and Certification is responsible 

for evaluation of technical programs, projects, security expertise, and 

technical documentation to determine the compliance of hazardous 

industrial objects with industrial security requirements. Currently the 

regulation on industrial chemicals is limited to the licensing of their im-

portation through the Law on Licensing Certain Types of Activity No. 

451-XV of 30.07.2001. 

From 2007-2012 alone the Civil Protection and Emergency Situations 

Service intervened in 89 accidents with more than 500 staff and 106 

technical units involved. The most common accidents resulted from 

toxic chemical leaks/emissions (mercury, reagents, chlorine, etc.) and 

fires in warehouses of obsolete chemicals. There have been significant 

impacts on human health and the environment from these accidents. 

The problem is compounded by the uncontrolled quantities of stored 

chemicals that are inadequately registered and inspected. Ministries 

with industrial development mandates are not currently gathering infor-

mation on industrial chemicals, which can prove to be a major problem 

for a modernizing economy, especially with regard to industrial compe-

titiveness, worker safety and technical barriers to trade.  

2.5.3  Priority Chemicals

Priority chemicals amounting to hundreds of chemicals are not currently managed in Moldova, including the che-

micals deemed by the international community to be particular toxic and hazardous (e.g. asbestos - from construc-

tion and demolition waste – mercury, leadand other heavy metals in diverse products such as batteries, paints, 

electronic waste). Taken into account the urgency to address this topic, the Action Plan includes separate chap-

ter on measures that must be taken in the nearest future to address these priority chemicals and their waste. 

2.5.4  Health Sector Chemicals

The Law on Security and Health No 186 of 10.07.2008 establishes principles for the prevention of occupatio-

nal risks, protection of workers at work, eliminating risk factors and injury, and informing and training workers. 

The Law on the Supervision of Public Health No. 10-XVI of 03.02.2009 establishes general requirements on 

public health, rights and obligations of individuals and businesses and organization regarding state supervision 

of public health. 

the use of funds accumulated (No. 1351 as 

of 19.12.2005)

GD on approval of the National Program on 

ecological agro-foodproduction No. 149 as of 

10.02.2006

GD on approval the Strategy on Food Safety 

for 2011-2015, No. 973 of 03.10.2011

Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deple-

te the Ozone Layer and its Amendments:

GD on approval of the National Programme 

for the gradual suppression of ozone deple-

ting substances in Moldova, No. 1064 from 

11.11.1999;

Law on approval of the trade regime and 

the regulation of halogenated hydrocarbons 

that Deplete the Ozone Layer No. 852-XV of 

14.02.2002;

Law No. 72-XVI of 22.03.2007 amending and 

supplementing the Annex to Law 852-XV of 

14.02.2002 on the approval of the trade re-

gime and regulating the use of halogenated 

hydrocarbons that destroy the ozone layer 

Basel Convention on transboundary waste 

transport and disposal:

GD on the approval of Transboundary control 

and disposal of hazardous waste No. 637 of 

28.05.2003.

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Orga-

nic Pollutants (POPs):

GD on approval the National Strategy to re-

duce and eliminate POPs in Moldova and 

the National Implementation of the Stock-

holm Convention on POPs, No. 1155 of 

20.10.2004;
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The Central Health Authority is responsible for implementing GD No. 564 of 09.10.2009 regarding procedures 

for registration and placement of biocide products on the market in accordance with the European Parliament and 

Council Directive no. 98/8/EC of 16 February 1998. 

The Ministry of Health regulates the labelling of household chemical products under DG No. 996 of 20.08.2003 

on Approval of Regulations on Food Labelling and Labelling of Household Chemicals. There are also labelling 

requirements for cosmetic products established through the Decision of the Chief State Sanitary Doctor of the 

Republic of Moldova No. 06.10.3.66 of 22.12.2004. However, the regulations on labelling do not cover all che-

micals used in the economy and the existing ones do not comply with the Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council as of December 16, 2008 on Classification, Labelling and Packaging of 

Substances and Mixtures (CLP).

Current data on medical waste generated by medical institutions as well such as pharmacies, medical offices, 

dentists, which need to be taken into account in Plan for Medical Waste Management, that should be developed 

by Ministry of Health.  Another problem which medical institutions are facing is the lack of a centralized network for 

the collection of used syringes. This issue must be solved through the creation of processing and reuse methods 

for this type of waste.

2.6       Assessing infrastructure

The chemicals management infrastructure consists of quality infrastructure and production infrastructure. Relations 

between these categories of infrastructure are based on information system, system of international standards, sys-

tems of monitoring and research in this field, capacities on elimination of chemicals and educational programmes, 

which are coordinated with line ministries, centres and scientific research institutions and business of all types of its 

property.  Development of infrastructure is the key of success of quality, being a complex indicator of consumer’s ne-

eds and expectations, as well as for the business community and the society in general is a crucial factor at present 

for the re-launch of the economy and assurance of free circulation of goods at regional and international levels. 

At the same time, good intention of the Government of Republic of Moldova to develop the infrastructure in the 

sphere of chemicals management shall make possible attraction of investment in this sphere and will contribute to 

the respect of country’s obligations and reporting according to international multilateral environmental treaties on 

chemicals management, such as Basel, Rotterdam andStockholm, Conventions, Montreal Protocol, UNECE proto-

col on HMs and POPs, as well will ensure access to international databases and development of local databases in 

the sphere of environment and chemicals management under general context of reduction of impact on environment 

and population’s health and safety increase in use of chemicals. 

In order to ensure the implementation of the priority actions on environmental protection stipulated in the Activity Pro-

gram of the Government of the Republic of Moldova European Integration: Freedom, Democracy, Welfare” (2011-

2014) and for the execution of the Government Action Plan for the period of 2012-2015, approved by the Govern-

ment Decision No. 289 of 7 May 2012 (Official Journal of the Republic of Moldova, 2012, No.93-98, art. 330), in  

order to develop infrastructure and services necessary to adequately protect the environment at the global, national 

and local levels of the impact associated with the management of waste generated by citizens, businesses and insti-

tutions, and to establish the legal and institutional framework to support the gradual alignment of waste management 

practices of the Republic of Moldova to the EU standards, the Government  approved the Waste Management 

Strategy of the Republic of Moldova for the period 2013-2027 (GD no 248 from 10.04.2013). 

The strategic vision of waste management consists in the development until 2027 of an integrated waste management 

system which would be economically efficient and would assure the protection of human health and environment.

At the moment, the flow of hazardous waste generated in the Republic of Moldova is „invisible”, because it is disposed 

together with solid household waste, taking into account only hazardous 

industrial waste. 

With regards to Hazardous Waste the strategy suggest the development of collection systems and treatment of 

specific waste streams (packaging, WEEE, tires, batteries, etc.) by promoting and implementing the principle 

„producer responsibility”, including the hazardous waste (medical waste, waste oils, etc.), by placing one col-

lection point at the region level.

Special focus of the report is given to Infrastructure development measures outlined in the Action Plan as a sepa-

rate chapter.
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3 AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT IN SYNERGETIC CHEMICALS 

 AND WASTE MANAGEMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Modern chemicals management-related framework calls Governments to advance national interests in economic 

development and human health and environment protection.  This does not mean that all possible regulatory 

action under a framework law need be taken immediately (i.e. which would be impossible in any case), or at any 

time if the issues are not significant for the country, but it does enable the government to take efficient action in 

the event that the need arises. To develop modern legislative frameworks, the Government of Moldova will need 

to have the political will to address: 

a) A better understanding of the role and functioning of all existing chemicals-related legislation.  

b) Overcoming institutional fragmentation and rivalry to designate a clear lead ministry to oversee the framework 

legislations on integrated chemical management.  

c) Ensuring that the finance and budgetary laws of the government (i.e. laws on taxes and charges and internal 

government budget rules with respect to earmarking funds, etc.) enable cost-recovery to be fully explored 

under the framework law. 

According to the draft Law, the National Chemicals Agency will be the national authority in the field of chemicals, 

subordinated to the Central governmental authority in the field of environment including designated authority for 

implementation of the Rotterdam Convention and application of PIC procedures for the control of chemical im-

ports and exports. 

The sectoral and fragmentary approach of chemicals management in Moldova makes such an agency necessary. 

The importance of establishing a Moldovan National Chemicals Agency as an inter-ministerial coordinating mecha-

nism has been known for some time now, including as identified in the National Profile on Chemicals Management 

in the Republic of Moldova in 2009, the National Program on Sound Management of Chemicals in the RM ap-

proved by GD in 2010, and the Government Action Plan for 2011-2014, which stipulates the establishment of the 

Chemicals Agency.  The draft Chemicals Law includes all of these recommendations on establishing the National 

Chemicals Agency, including: 

• Coordination & Intersectoral Cooperation of all activities related to chemicals management at the national 

level, and at international level, by complying with international agreements and conventions to which Moldova 

is a signatory.  

• Regulatory & Policy Support by developing, improving, coordinating, reviewing, and ensuring implementa-

tion of all chemicals management related primary and secondary legal acts. 

• Sectoral Integration by representing sound chemicals management to all sectoral and national development 

strategies. The chemicals agency will also be in charge of drafting and developing regulations following the 

adoption of the draft law on chemicals (CLP, PIC, REACH, POPs, PBT, vPvB, etc.) 

• Authorizations of manufacture, import, marketing and use of chemicals, including testing, notification 

and authorization for new chemicals placed on the market in Moldova.  

• Registration of chemicals and mixtures of chemicals in the National Register of Chemicals Substances, 

including data on chemicals safety according to the Regulation on Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and 

Restriction of Chemicals, ensuring transposition into national law of the Regulation (EC) No. 1907/2006 of 

the European Parliament and the Council of 18 December 2006 concerning the Registration, Evaluation, 

Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH). 

• Help desk support to industry on national and international regulations (e.g. REACH, CLP, etc.).

• Monitoring & Evaluation of the National Program on the Sound Management of Chemicals and its National 

Action Plan for 2010-2015, as well as developing of Monitoring Reports on SCM. 

• Raising awareness for the general public and private businesses on risks associated with chemicals. 

• Ensure Capacity Building & Training for national stakeholders involved in chemicals as well as develop and 

disseminate professional requirements and training programs for industrial sectors.       
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Issue
General 

objective

Specific 

objective
Action

Responsi-

ble CPAs
Deadline

Monitoring 

indicators 
Partners

POLICAL, LEGISLATIVE AND NORMATIVE FRAMEWORK

Weak imple-

mentation of 

political, le-

gislative and 

n o r m a t i v e 

f r a m e w o r k s 

on chemicals 

management 

S t r e n g t h e -

ning the im-

plementation 

of the politi-

cal, legislative 

and normati-

ve framework 

for chemicals 

management 

t h r o u g h o u t 

the lifecycle

D e v e l o p i n g 

a p p r o p r i a t e 

i n s t r u m e n t s 

for implemen-

tation of  cur-

rent political 

and legislative 

frameworks

Approval and enforcement of Law on chemi-

cals.

MoEnv, 

MoEc, MAFI,

MoH

Q2, 2016 The Law is 

approved 

and enforced

Approval of the Technical Concept on establis-

hing the Chemicals Register.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoH, 

MITC, MoEc  

(PSITSIDO)

Q3, 2016 The Concept 

is approved,

Elaboration and approval of Law on withdrawal 

of declaration on ratification of amendments to 

the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Orga-

nic Pollutants

MoEnv Q2, 2016 The Law is 

elaborated 

and appro-

ved

Review and adjusting of the sectoral legislation 

to the requirements of the Law on chemicals.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoH, 

MoEc (PSIT-

SIDO), MIA

Q2, 2017 The sectorial 

legislation is 

reviewed and 

adjusted   

Elaboration, approval and enforcement of the 

GD on GLP and inspection and verification of 

their applications for tests on chemical sub-

stances.

MoEnv, 

MoEc

Q4, 2016 The 

Regulation 

is approved 

and enforced

Development and approval of the Regulation 

on Detergents

MoEnv Q4, 2016 The Regu-

lation is de-

veloped and 

approved

Development and approval of the Law on the 

control of major-accident hazards involving 

dangerous substances

MoEnv,

MIA (SESCP) 

Q4, 2016 The Law is 

approved 

and enforced

Development and approval of the Law on 

ratification of the Minamata Convention on 

Mercury

MoEnv Q4, 2016 The Law is 

approved 

and enforced

National Implementation Plan of Stockholm 

Convention review and update

MoEnv Q4, 2016 The Plan is 

approved

Adjusting the 

n o r m a t i v e 

framework to 

international 

a g r e e m e n t s 

requirements

Approval and implementation of procedures 

on classification and labelling of chemicals, 

according to the Global Harmonized System 

(GHS) and EU approach

MoEnv, 

MoEc (PSIT-

SIDO), MoH, 

MAFI

Q4, 2016 Procedures 

are approved 

and imple-

mented

Approval of regulatory procedures for import 

and export of chemicals, according to the Rot-

terdam Convention and EU approach.

MoEnv, CS Q4, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of regulatory procedures for import, 

export   and transit of waste, according to the 

Basel Convention and EU approach.

MoEnv Q4, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of the methodologies on risk assess-

ment related to the use of priority hazardous 

chemicals.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoH, 

MoEc,

2016-2017 The metho-

dologies are 

approved

economic 

entities

Development and approval of the specific cri-

teria for the storage of metallic mercury consi-

dered as waste

MoEnv 2017 The criteria 

is approved

Annex 1: Action Plan on Sound Management of Chemicals and Hazardous Waste for the period 

2016-2020
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Approval of regulatory procedures for deter-

gents

MoEnv Q4, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of regulatory procedures for batteries 

and accumulators and waste batteries and ac-

cumulators

MoEnv Q3, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of regulatory procedures for waste 

oils.

MoEnv, Q4, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of regulatory procedures for wastes 

of electrical and electronic equipment

MoEnv, 

MoEc

Q3, 2016 The proce-

dures are 

approved

Approval of regulatory procedures for vehicles 

out of use.

MoEnv,

MTRI 

Q1, 2017 The proce-

dures are 

approved

INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK

Fr a g m e n te d 

ins t i tu t ional 

framework on 

chemicals ma-

nagement

Review of insti-

tutional man-

dates of central 

public authori-

ties involved in 

chemicals ma-

nagement

Strengthening 

the institutional 

framework to-

wards integra-

ted sound ma-

nagement of 

chemicals and 

wastes throu-

ghout their life 

cycle

Development of the Concept on enhancing 

the sustainable institutional capacity to ensu-

re effective frameworks for the sound mana-

gement of chemicals and wastes throughout 

their life cycle.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoEc, 

MIA, MoH

2016 The Concept 

is approved

Establishment of a Chemical Body within the 

central public authority for environment.

MoEnv 2017 The body is 

established

Establishment of a Interministerial Board as 

decision-making body in hazardous chemicals 

field

MoEnv 2017 The body is 

established

Strengthening the institutional capacity to 

ensure the integrated monitoring of chemicals 

management.

MoEnv, MoH, 

MAFI, MoEc

2016-2020 The 

monitoring 

capacity is 

strengthened

Strengthening the institutional capacities to 

ensure the control system of chemicals and 

waste management.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoEc, 

MIA, MoH,

MLSPF

2016-2020 The inspecto-

rates control 

capacity is 

strengthened

INFRASTRUCTURE OF CHEMICALS MANAGEMENT

Inadequate in-

frastructure of 

chemicals ma-

nagement

Improving the 

infrastructure 

of chemicals 

management

Strengthening 

of informatio-

nal system

Development of technical specifications for 

Chemical Register

MoEnv Q4, 2016 Technical 

specifica-

tions are 

developed

Establishing the Chemical Register (design, 

construction and filling in with data)

MoEnv 2017 The Register 

created 

and is fully 

operational 

Development 

of research and  

monitoring  ca-

pacity

Development of Programme on integrated mo-

nitoring (including monitoring of chemicals in 

the environment)

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoH,

2016 The Program 

is developed

Development of technical specifications for 

Pollutant Release and Transfer Register

MoEnv 2016 Technical 

specifica-

tions are 

developed

Establishing the Pollutant Release and Trans-

fer Register (design, construction and filling in 

with data)

MoEnv 2016 The Register 

created 

and is fully 

operational 
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Building capacity of economic agents to report 

to PRTR

MoEnv, 

MEC

2016-2017 Number of 

workshops 

carried out, 

number of 

economic 

agents 

trained

Development of programme of monitoring and 

research on impact of chemicals on public he-

alth and its implementation.

MoH, MoDef 2016-2020 The Program-

me is deve-

loped and 

implemented

MdAcSc

Promotion of 

international 

standards

Development of Guidelines on management of 

accidents associated with chemicals.

MIA (SE-

SCP), MEC, 

MoEnv, MoH

2016 The Guide-

lines are 

developed

Adjusting the guidelines on best available 

techniques (BAT) and best environmental 

practices (BEP) for chemicals management, 

adopted under Stockholm Convention, UN 

ECE Convention LRTAP and other MEAs into 

national system

MoEnv, MEC 2016-2017 The Ministry 

of Environ-

ment Orders 

are approved

Adjusting the standards of  conduct of the 

Code of Conduct on Pesticide Management 

(FAO Code)

MAFI 2016 The Ministry 

of Agriculture 

and Food In-

dustry Order 

is approved

Certification of chemicals using enterprises to 

ISO standards.

MoEc 2016-2020 The enterpri-

ses certified
economic 

entities

Introducing of eco-labelling system MoEnv, 

MoEc

2018 System is 

introduced 

and is opera-

tional

Promotion of 

green econo-

my

Promotion and implementation of non-chemi-

cal alternatives

MoEnv,

MoEc, MAFI

2016-2020

Promotion and implementation of Cleaner Pro-

duction programmes.

Economic 

entities

Promotion and implementation of organic ag-

riculture

Creating capa-

city towards the 

elimination of 

chemicals and 

decontaminati-

on / remediati-

on of contami-

nated land

Establishment of the Centre for management 

of hazardous waste.

MoEnv 2016-2017 The Centre is 

established

Capacity building of the Centre for manage-

ment of hazardous waste.

MoEnv 2016-2018 The Centre  is 

operational

Inventorying unintentionally produced POPs 

and HMs emissions

MoEnv Annually The inventory 

is carried out

Decontamination/remediation of sites, con-

taminated by petroleum products, POPs pes-

ticides, PCBs, mercury and other hazardous 

chemicals.

MoEnv,

MIA, MoD

2016-2020 Ha of lands 

remedia ted 

/ decontami-

nated
LPA

Disabling and disposal of PCBs and equipment 

contaminated with PCBs

MoEnv, MoEc 

(EI)

2016-2020 Contamina -

ted equip-

ment is d i -

sabled and 

disposed
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Education, in-

formation and 

public aware-

ness on sound 

management 

of chemicals, 

including to-

wards redu-

cing the risk 

a s s o c i a t e d 

with their use

Application in practice of updated curriculum 

of secondary, secondary vocational and se-

condary specialized education with relevant 

subjects on regulation of sound management 

of chemicals according to international requi-

rements.

MoEnv, 

MoEd, MoH,

2016-2020 Educational 

institutions  

using the 

curriculum

MAS, SUM, 

SUMF, 

SAUM, TUM

Elaboration of toxicology and applied toxicolo-

gy curriculum.

MoH 2016-2020 Universities 

using the 

curriculum
SUM, SUMF, 

SAUM, TUM, 

ASM

Promoting implementation of new regulatory 

system of chemicals, according to internatio-

nal requirements on chemical safety, throug-

hout the lifecycle.

MoEnv, 

MAFI, MoH,

2016-2020 The new 

regulatory 

system is 

implemented
NGOs

Strengthening the knowledge and 

information: 

- constant/periodical updating the web pages 

of CPA with information on regulation of che-

micals use, including the potential risk asso-

ciated with;

- awareness raising activities sharing on hazar-

dous chemicals (POPs, HMs, asbestos, pestici-

des, EDCs, EPPPs and others) used in national 

economy and household, their adverse effects 

on public and worker health and environment, 

activities on protection of health, environment 

and consumers right;

- organization of workshops, round tables;

- development, publication and dissemination 

of guides, new instructive, informative and 

scientific materials;

- annual effectuation of “Chemical safety 

week” 

MoEnv,

MoH,

MAFI,

MLSPF,

MoEd

AoCP

Permanently Knowledge 

and 

information 

strengthened

MAS,

Trade 

Unions,

NGOs,

Mass-media

Campaigns 

replicated

PRIORITY HAZARDOUS CHEMICAL SUBSTANCES

Absence of re-

gulations for use 

at national level 

of chemical sub-

stances banned 

at international 

level

Reduction che-

mical substan-

ces use risks 

Risk assess-

ment of the 

use of chemi-

cal substan-

ces at natio-

nal level

Asbestos:

- inventory of potential pollution sources;

- determination of needs, priorities and esta-

blishment of measures on risk reduction and/

or elimination;

- implementation of established measures.

MoEnv, 

MRDC,

MLSPF, MoH

2016-2020 The invento-

ry is carried 

out

LPAs, econo-

micentities

Mercury and mercury compounds:

- inventory of potential pollution sources;

- determination of needs, priorities and esta-

blishment of measures on risk reduction and/

or elimination;

- implementation of established measures.

MoEnv, MoH, 

MIA

2016-2020 The invento-

ry is carried 

out

LPAs, econo-

micentities

Lead and lead compounds:

- inventory of potential pollution sources;

- determination of needs, priorities and esta-

blishment of measures on risk reduction and/

or elimination. 

MoEnv, MoH, 

MIA,

MTRI 

2016-2020 The invento-

ry is carried 

out

LPAs, econo-

micentities
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Cadmium and cadmium compounds:

- inventory of potential pollution sources;

- determination of needs, priorities and esta-

blishment of measures on risk reduction and/

or elimination;

- implementation of established measures.

MoEnv, MoH, 

MIA

2016-2020 The invento-

ry is carried 

out

LPAs, econo-

micentities

New persistent organic pollutants:

- inventory of potential pollution sources;

- determination of needs, priorities and esta-

blishment of measures on risk reduction and/

or elimination;

- implementation of established measures.

MoEnv, MoH, 

MIA

2016-2020 The invento-

ry is carried 

out

LPAs, econo-

mic  entities

Annex 2: Current Legislative Infrastructure for Chemicals  and Hazardous Waste Management 

in the Republic of Moldova

LAWS

Law on environmental protection, No 1515-XII as of 16.06.1993 

Law regarding the regime of harmful substances and products, No. 1236-XII as of 03.07.1997 

Multi-Environmental

Agreements

Plant Protection Products Industrial chemicals /

industrial security

Hazardous Chemicals Health Protection 

Law on RM accession to the 

Kyoto Protocol (No. 29-XV as 

of 13.02.2003)

Law on plant protecti-

on (No.612-XIV as of 

01.10.1999) 

Law on industrial safety 

of dangerous industrial 

facilities (No.803-VI as of 

11.02.2000)

Law on ratification of the pro-

tocol on Persistent Organic 

Pollutants and protocol on 

heavy metals (No. 1018-XV 

as of 13.02.2003)

Law on sanitary –epidemi-

ological insurance of the 

population (No. 1513 -XII 

16.06.1993)

Law on ratification of Stock-

holm Convention on Persis-

tent Organic Pollutants (No. 

40-XV as of 19.02.2004)

Law regarding plant pro-

tection products and fer-

tilizers (No. 119-XV as of 

22.04.2004)

Law on civil protection (No. 

271-XVV as of 09.11.1994)

Law on health care (No. 411-

XIII as of 28.03.1995)

Law on implementation of 

convention on the prohibition 

of the development Stock-

piling and use of Chemical 

Weapons and on their De-

struction (No.1513-XVII as of 

16.06.1993) 

Law on environmental exper-

tise and environment impact 

assessment (No. 851-XIII as 

of 29.05.1996) 

Law on environmental exper-

tise and environment impact 

assessment (No. 851-XIII as 

of 29.05.1996)

Law on environmental exper-

tise and environment impact 

assessment (No. 851-XIII as 

of 29.05.1996)

Laws concerning the ac-

cession of RM to some 

international environmental 

acts (Ratification of London, 

Copenhagen, Montreal and 

Beijing Amendments to the 

Montreal Protocol) (No. 111- 

XV as of 27.04.2001; 34-XVI 

as of 14.04.2005; and 119-

XVI as of 18.05.2006)

Law on licensing certain typ-

es of activity (No. 451-XV as 

of 30.07.2001)

Law on licensing certain typ-

es of activity (No. 451-XV as 

of 30.07.2001)

Law on licensing certain typ-

es of activity (No. 451-XV as 

of 30.07.2001)

Law on drinking water (No. 

272-XIV as of 10.02.1999)

Law regarding the official 

statistics (No. 412-XV as of 

09.12.2004)

Law regarding the official 

statistics (No. 412-XV as of 

09.12.2004)

Law regarding the official 

statistics (No. 412-XV as of 

09.12.2004)

Law regarding the official 

statistics (No. 412-XV as of 

09.12.2004)

Law on protection of consu-

mers’ rights (No.105-XV as of 

13.03.2003)

Law on protection of consu-

mers’ rights (No.105-XV as of 

13.03.2003)

Law on protection of consu-

mers’ rights (No.105-XV as of 

13.03.2003)

The law regarding the con-

trol of export, re-export im-

port and transit of strategic 

goods (No. 1163-XIV as of 

26.07.2000)

The law regarding the con-

trol of export, re-export im-

port and transit of strategic 

goods (No. 1163-XIV as of 

26.07.2000)

The law regarding the con-

trol of export, re-export im-

port and transit of strategic 

goods (No. 1163-XIV as of 

26.07.2000)
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Law on civil protection 

and extraordinary situation 

services (No. 93-XVI as of 

05.04.2007)

Law on occupational safety 

and health (No. 186-XVI as 

of 10.07.2008) 

Law on payment for environ-

mental pollution (No. 1540-

XIII as of 25.02.1998)

Laws for the approval of re-

gulation regarding the trade 

regime and for regulating 

the use of halogenated  hyd-

rocarbons that deplete the 

ozone layer (No. 852-XV as 

of 04.02.2002 and 72-XVI 

as of 22.03.2007) 

PARLIAMENTARY DECISIONS

Multi-Environmental

Agreements

Plant Protection Products Industrial chemicals /

industrial security

Hazardous Chemicals Health Protection

Convention on Long-range 

Trans-boundary Air Pollution, 

Rotterdam Convention (No. 

399-XIII as of 16.03. 1995)

Decision on the accession 

of the Republic of Moldova 

to the European Agreement 

concerning the international 

road traffic of dangerous go-

ods (ADR) (No. 44-XIV as of 

4.06.1998)

The Parliament Decision on 

the accession of the Repub-

lic of Moldova to the Statute 

of Codex Alimentarius Com-

mission (No. 1342-XIII as of 

08.10.1997)

The Parliament Decision on 

ratification of the Basel Con-

vention on trans-boundary 

transportation of waste and 

its disposal (No. 1599 as of 

10.03.1998)

The Parliament Decision on

Ratification of the Aarhus 

Convention on access to in-

formation, justice and public 

participation in decisions con-

cerning the environment (No. 

346-XIV as of 07.04.99)

The Parliament Decision on

ratification of the Helsinki 

Convention on trans-boun-

dary effects of Industrial 

accidents (No. 1546-XII as of 

23.06.1993)

The Parliament Decision 

on ratification of the Espoo 

Convention on environmental 

impact assessment in trans-

boundary context (No. 1546-

XII as of 23.06.1993)
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GOVERNMENT DECISIONS 

Multi-Environmental 

Agreements

Plant Protection Products Industrial chemicals /

 industrial security

Hazardous Chemicals Health Protection 

Government Decision on 

the approval of the National 

Plan of Implementation of 

the Stockholm Convention 

regarding POPs (No. 1155 as 

of 20.10. 2004)

Government Decision 

on approval of the Regulation 

regarding the importation, 

storage, marketing and use 

of plant protection products 

and fertilizers (No. 1045 as 

of 05.10.2005)

Government Decision regar-

ding the accumulation and 

exchange of information in 

the field of population and 

territory protection under 

emergency situations (No. 

347 as of 25.03.2003)

Government Decision on ap-

proval of the Regulation on 

the control of  trans-bounda-

ry movement and disposal of 

hazardous waste (No. 637 as 

of 28.05.2003)

Government Decision for ap-

proval of the Regulation on 

the state sanitary - epidemio-

logical supervision (No. 423 

as of 03.05. 2000)

Government Decision regar-

ding the approval and use in 

agriculture of plant protection 

products and fertilizers (No. 

897 as of 08.12.1994)

Government Decision on the 

approval of the National Stra-

tegy to reduce and eliminate 

persistent organic pollutants 

in the Republic of Moldova 

(No. 1155 as of 22.10.2004)

Government decision regar-

ding the transport of dange-

rous goods in the territory of 

the Republic of Moldova (No. 

672 as of 28.05.2002)

Government Decision on 

approval of the Conception 

of the organization and ope-

ration of the  socio-hygienic 

monitoring in the Republic of 

Moldova and the Regulation 

on socio-hygienic monitoring 

in the Republic of Moldova 

(No. 717 as of 07.06.2002)

Government Decision regar-

ding the approval of the regu-

lation on the certification and 

approval by the state of plant 

protection products and fer-

tilizers for use in agriculture 

and forestry (No. 1307 as of 

12.12.2005)

Government Decision for 

approval of the National Pro-

gramme of staggered sup-

pression of substances that 

deplete the ozone layer in 

the Republic of Moldova (No. 

106 as of 11.11.1999)

Government Decision on 

approval of the Regulation 

regarding charges for testing 

of chemical and biological 

protection products and plant 

growth enhancers (No. 200 

as of 27.03.1995)

Government Decision re-

garding prevention of illicit 

imports and marketing of 

chemical and biological pro-

ducts for use in agriculture 

and forestry in the territory 

of Republic (No. 740 as of 

02.01.1995)

Government Decision regar-

ding additional measures 

for centralized storage and 

neutralization of banned and 

unusable pesticides (No. 

1543 as of 29.11.2002)

Government Decision on ap-

proval of Norms on the labe-

ling of foodstuffs and Norms 

on the labeling of chemicals 

for cleaning (No. 996 as of 

20.08. 2003)
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DEPARTMENTAL ACTS

Multi-Environmental 

Agreements

Plant Protection Products Industrial chemicals /

 industrial security

Hazardous Chemicals Health Protection 

Regulation on the manage-

ment of plant protection pro-

ducts and fertilizers the nati-

onal economy (No. 06.3.3.56 

as of 21.08. 2003)

General Regulation.

The manner of compilation 

and submission of the decla-

ration of industrial safety (GR 

35-01-27:2000)

Technical Regulation.

Rules for making industrial 

security expertise

Regarding improvement of 

the hygienic certification of 

goods, food and non – food 

products (No. 5 as of 20. 

02.2006)

Hygiene norms for migrati-

on of toxic elements from 

packaging that contact with 

foodstuffs, and methods for 

determining (No. 06.3.3.51 

as of 21.08. 2003)

Hygiene norms on residues 

of plant protection products 

in objects of the environment 

(No. 06.3.3.50 as of 21.08. 

2003)

Rules and sanitary epide-

miological norms on the la-

beling of cosmetic products 

(No. 06.10.3.66 as of 22.12. 

2004)

Regarding the approval of 

state sanitary epidemiologi-

cal norms on nitrate content 

in products of plant origin 

(No. 7 as of 27.06. 2005)

Regarding approval of the sa-

nitary Regulation on the sto-

rage, neutralization, use and 

landfill of toxic substances 

and residues (No. 06.6.3.11 

as of 1995)
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BRIEF SUMMARY

The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention are multilateral environmental agreements, which share the 

common objectivesfor protecting the adverse effectson thehuman health and the environment from the hazardous 

chemicals and wastes. 

The procedures for coordinated implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention define the 

mutual cooperation and joint action on the identified factors in the assessment of the current status of implemen-

tation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention in the Republic of Macedonia.

The document starts with assessment of current status of implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

Convention in the Republic of Macedonia. It actually facilitates the identification of a concrete priority step related 

to the definition of the synergy scheme. The priority is supported by the action plan to be followed towards suc-

cessful implementation of the activity.

The basic point for synergy scheme/procedures definition is analysis of existing scheme for implementation of 

the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention and identification of areas where complement the Basel, Rotter-

dam and Stockholm Convention. The assessment showed that actually in the implementation of the four actions, 

“Control of import / export of POPs”; “Import, export and transit of hazardous waste, including POPs waste”; 

“Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam Convention Annex III chemicals export (pesticides)”; 

“Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam Convention Annex III chemicals import (industrial 

chemicals)“ all key stakeholders are involved  (MoEPP, MH, MoAFWE, CA). Other selected actions require inte-

racting among two or three institutions only.

In order to set the foundation for establishment of an extended scheme of synergy among Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm Convention in this initial phase, two pilot procedures for coordinated implementation of activities where 

all stakeholders have their role/ participation are defined in the document:

- Control of import / export of POPs;

- Export and transit of hazardous waste, including POPs – waste.

As a general conclusion, it is agreed that the synergistic approach can be successfully implemented only with 

regular coordination among all responsible institutions in the country including focal points for the three conven-

tions.

With the application of the proposed procedures/scheme for synergistic implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam 

and Stockholm Convention, the sound management of chemicals and waste will be secured.

This practice could be replicated in the similar way in the countries of the Region, especially in the countries that 

are at the similar stage of implementation of the relevant conventions. 
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1 INTRODUCTION

The procedures for coordinated implementation of the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam Convention define the 

mutual cooperation and joint action on the identified factors in the assessment of the current status of implemen-

tation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention in the Republic of Macedonia.

The procedures define the exact role of each factor in the context of implementation of the relevant Convention 

with particular emphasis on areas where responsibilities overlap possible or necessary a joint action.

The starting point in the creation of both procedures is the following strategic documents: 

- Assessment of current status of implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention in the 

Republic of Macedonia, and

- Action plan for synergy and coordinated implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention.

2 BACKGROUND1 

The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention are multilateral environmental agreements, which share the 

common objective of protecting human health and the environment from the hazardous chemicals and wastes 

adverse effects. To enhance cooperation and coordination among the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conven-

tion, their respective Conferences of the Parties have taken a series of decisions(Decision BC-IX/10, Decision 

RC-4/11, and Decision). This so-called „synergies process“ aims to strengthen the implementation of the three 

conventions at the national, regional and global levels by providing coherent policy guidance, enhancing effici-

ency in the provision of support to Parties to the conventions, reducing their administrative burden and maximizing 

the effective and efficient use of resources at all levels, while maintaining the legal autonomy of these three multi-

lateral environmental agreements.

Synergy is achieved when the combined effect of several components of a system exceeds the sum of the indi-

vidual effects. Furthermore, synergy is achieved when the considerable efforts of intergovernmental institutions, 

governmental institutions, non-governmental organizations and other bodies are utilized together in the hope of 

solving some particular issue.

The Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention are ratified by the Republic of Macedonia in the period 1997 – 

2010. Their implementation contains elements of shared responsibilities among several institutions. The institution 

having a leadership role in the coordination process of the activities of the Multilateral Environmental Agreements 

(MEAs) is the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning. Other institutions having significant part in the execu-

tion of the activities necessary for meeting the three Conventions’ provisions are the Ministry of Health / Bureau for 

Medicines and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy / Phytosanitary Directorate. However, the 

participation of the Ministry of Transport and Communication, the Customs Administration, the Ministry of Interior, 

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Labour and Social Policy, should be considered as essential 

parts of the overall cycle related to the chemicals and waste management.

The legal framework includes Law on Ratification of Basel Convention, Law on Ratification of Rotterdam Con-

vention and Law on Ratification of Stockholm Convention, enforcing all the obligations from the MEAs. The nati-

onal legislation recalls some parts of the Agreements; unfortunately, not sufficiently or entirely. The assessment 

shows that the issues/obstacles related to waste, are mostly covered by the existing national legislation. Also, 

the majority of the provisions from the Rotterdam Convention are covered by the existing Law on Chemicals and 

subsequent regulations. An additional, special legal act should be adopted in order to transpose the Stockholm 

Convention provisions. It could be noted that some parts, for instance, contaminated sites management has not 

been covered by the national legislation: stockpile holder obligations and stockpiles management throughout 

their life-cycle; application of the concentration limits or specific technical requirements in respect of waste 

containing POPs.

1 Reference: Assessment of the current status of implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions in the Repub-

lic of Macedonia (2014)
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The assessment of the legal and institutional framework indicated a need for identification of the priority steps 

which will be followed during the definition of the Action Plan:

1. Priority step:  Establishment of the coordination mechanism

2. Priority step:  Identification of common thematic areas and provisions for synergy in each thematic area

3. Priority step:  For each thematic area, identify parallels or gaps between the national environmental policy 

and the action plan and construct country context statement for each thematic area

4. Priority step:   Define the synergy

5. Priority step: Formulate national strategies for synergistic implementation with respect to each thematic 

area;  develop and propose action(s) for each strategy statement

6. Priority step: Define the synergy scheme

7. Priority step: Facilitate replication of the national synergy scheme in the CEE region and broader

The priority steps will be implemented through realization of the activities provided in the Action Plan for synergistic 

and coordinated implementation of the Basel,Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention. The Action Plan is foreseen 

for the period from 2014 – 2017 year.

Table 1. Short summary of the Action Plan for synergistic and coordinated implementation of the Basel, 

Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention

Priority step Activities

1.Establishment of the coordination mechanism - Assessment of the implementation of the three Conventions 

and definition of the first Action Plan 

- Overview of the possibilities for establishing key mechanis-

ms for effective coordination of national activities

- Analysis of relevant governmental and non-governmental or-

ganizations with respect to implementing the action onsite

- Formulation of institutional mechanisms for implementation, 

monitoring and evaluation

- Establishment of a coordinating body

- Organization of different forms of communication in order to 

promote understanding of obligations relating to the Environ-

mental Conventions, in particular, inter-institutional, interde-

partmental and inter-territorial visions and collaboration

- Introduction of  an inter-sectorial committee 

2. Identification of common thematic areas and provisions for 

synergy in each thematic area

- Content analysis of the three Environmental Conventions 

and identification of thematic areas for synergy

- Gap analysis of the national legislation linked with the imple-

mentation of the related MEAs 

- Harmonization of the national legislation with the related 

MEAs

- Review and cross-reference the contents of the Environ-

mental Conventions and identify provisions in each of the 

three Environmental Conventions

- Define a common statement which constitutes the provisi-

ons of the Environmental Conventions

3. For each thematic area, identify parallels or gaps between the 

national environmental policy and the action plan and construct 

country context statement for each thematic area

- Identification of relevant country policy provisions for each 

common provision

- Compare and contrast with relevant policy statements of the 

national environment policy in the Republic of Macedonia 

and the reconstruction of a country-context statement

- Determination of  the need for policy formulation for the 

common provisions of the three Conventions

- Organization of mini-workshops for policymakers
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4. Define the synergy - Evaluation of the national development planning documents

- Provide permanent communication with affiliated focal 

points

- Definition of synergy programmes – selection of related and 

proposed synergy programmes and intensive implementati-

on of the synergy scheme in the country

- Mobilization of the relevant stakeholders

- Intensifying the involvement of all relevant sectors and insti-

tutions/organizations at local level

- Proposing legislation for streamlining of national policies, 

among the main Conventions for implementation

- Training participants in project planning, design and repor-

ting with emphasis on the interactions among the three Envi-

ronmental Conventions

- Defining links among the Environmental Conventions 

as short-term, medium-term, and long-term activities 

and programs which should be identified to all pertinent 

stakeholders

- Develop and train qualified personnel/workforce and trai-

ners required to develop synergy in projects and activities at 

local levels

- Coordinating and networking with regional and international 

partners for developing synergy

- Evaluation of progress and impacts achieved by adopting 

processes for developing synergy

5. Formulate national strategies for synergistic implementation 

with respect to each thematic area;  develop and propose acti-

on(s) for each strategy statement

- Contextualizing the objectives of the country with the propo-

sed strategies to implement the common provisions of each 

thematic area

- Elaboration of each strategy statement by generating essen-

tial actions that take into account current policy, strategy, 

institutional and operational circumstances of the Republic 

of Macedonia

- Drafting national strategy and Action Plan document

6. Define the synergy scheme - Definition of the exact role of each institution, organization, 

individual involved

- Organization of the kick-off meeting with all listed institutions 

and organizations

- Definition of each step to be undertaken by a certain institu-

tion/organization in order to provide synergistic implementa-

tion of the three MEAs

- Definition of a procedure for harmonized implementation of 

the defined steps

- Production of the synergy scheme for implementation of the 

Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions

- Training on successful implementation of the synergy sche-

me for implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stock-

holm Conventions

7. Facilitate replication of the national synergy scheme in the 

CEE region and broader

- Create a synergy web-site

- Establish a network among the responsible national focal 

points for the three Conventions on regional level and 

broader

- Organize regional trainings on creation of the synergy 

scheme

- Create a regional web-site (Basel Convention Regional 

Centre (BCRC), Bratislava) on synergy of the three MEAs
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Table 2. Priority steps, timeframe and involved stakeholders

Priority step Time-frame Involved institutions

Priority step 1: Establishment of the coor-

dination mechanism

2013-2016 MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA, ME, MTC, 

NGOs, private sector

Priority step 2: Identification of common 

thematic areas and provisions for synergy 

in each thematic area

2014-2016 MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA, ME, MTC

Priority step 3: For each thematic area, to 

identify parallels or gaps between the na-

tional environmental policy and the action 

plan and construct country context state-

ment for each thematic area

2015-2016 MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA, ME, MTC

Priority step 4: To define synergy 2016-2017 MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA, ME, MTC

Priority step 5: To formulate national stra-

tegies for synergistic implementation with 

respect to each thematic area and deve-

lop and propose action for each strategy 

statement

2015-2016 MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA, ME, MTC

Priority step 6: Definition of the synergy 

scheme

2016-2017 Coordination body, MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, 

CA, ME, MTC, NGOs, private sector

Priority step 7: Facilitate replication of the 

national synergy scheme in the CEE regi-

on and broader

2015-2017 Coordination body, MoEPP, BCRC, Bra-

tislava

3 ANALYSIS OF EXISTING SCHEME FOR IMPLEMENTATION 

 OF THE BASEL, ROTTERDAM AND STOCKHOLM CONVENTION

3.1  Areas where complement the Basel, Rotterdam

 and Stockholm Convention

Given that the management of the chemicals from the Stockholm Convention Annexes is directly related to the pro-

visions of the Basel and Rotterdam Convention, always in the implementation of the provisions of the Stockholm 

Convention (for instance, Article 6 of the Stockholm Convention) is required to consider the directions defined in 

the other two conventions.

It is clear that the import and export of substances and compounds from the POPs group cannot be implemented 

without prior consent from the importing country received in accordance with the procedures of the Rotterdam 

Convention.

Also, the waste containing persistent organic pollutants must be removed in a manner that will provide not only the 

interception provisions of the Stockholm Convention, but full respect to the Basel regulations. In this regard, in 

accordance with Article 6, paragraph 2 of the Stockholm Convention, the Conference of the Parties, as the sup-

reme body of the Convention ‚will work closely with the appropriate bodies of the Basel Convention on the Control 

of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal and, among others:

a) to determine levels of destruction and irreversible transformation necessary to ensure that the characteris-

tics of persistent organic pollutants are not already present as stated in paragraph 1 of Annex D;

b) to determine methods for environmentally sound disposal referred to above; and

c) to work on determining the level of concentration of chemicals in Annex A, B and C in order to determine 

the low amount of persistent organic pollutants mentioned in paragraph 1 (e) (ii).
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Table 3. Parts of the Stockholm Convention covered by Basel and Rotterdam Convention

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants

Export / import ofPOPs
Transboundary movement and elimination 

of POPswaste

Basel Convention

Rotterdam Convention

3.2  Activities of the institutions implementing the major activities

 for the implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam 

 and Stockholm Convention

The main responsible institutions for the activities for implementation of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

Convention in institutional terms are Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, Ministry of Health, Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management and the Ministry of Finance/Customs Administration of the Republic 

of Macedonia. 

Table 4. Responsibilities of the main stakeholders directly related to the implementation of the three 

conventions

MEA Responsible institutions
Obligations of the responsible 

institutions

Basel 

Convention

MoEPP,  CA - Hazardous waste collection, transport, treatment, storage, 

processing and disposal

- Export and transit of hazardous waste including POPs waste, 

illegal movements and its prevention

- Waste management monitoring

Rotterdam 

Convention

MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA - Review of the documents submitted in accordance to the PIC 

procedure

- Banns and restrictions for the chemicals application 

- Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam 

Convention Annex III chemicals export

- Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam 

Convention Annex III chemicals import

Stockholm 

Convention

MoEPP, MH, MAFWE, CA - Monitoring of the POPs emissions/releases in all media

- POPs import/export control

- Obsolete POPs stockpiles management

- Control of reduction and elimination of the emissions/releases 

of POPs within the IPPC applications / BAT/BEP application

- EU-legislation transposition into the national legal framework 

and its implementation

- POPs impact on the human health detection including limited 

analysis of the POPs in the human tissue samples and other 

media impacting human health 

- Analysis on pesticides residues in agricultural products

- POPs import/export control at the border points

3.3  Framework of activities of the institutions implementing 

 the major tasks forthe implementation of the Basel, 

 Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention

The actual implementation of all activities listed in Table 4 participating involves two or more institutions at the same 

time. For example, when providing consent for import of chemicals in Annex III of the Rotterdam Convention, the 

coordinator of the Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning (Article 3, paragraph 1 of the Law on Ratification 

of the Rotterdam Convention) have to immediately contact the responsible institutions for certain industrial chemi-

cals or pesticides (Article 3, paragraph 2 and 3 of the Law on Ratification of the Rotterdam Convention).
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Therefore, the table below gives the framework of the activities of the institutions implementing the major activities 

under the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention.

With the Table 5 can be easily and preciselydefined the areas where the three conventions require joint action of 

the main actors.

This classification can be done separately for each convention, and the same will get areas where all three con-

ventions require joint action by these institutions.

Table 5. Scope of activities of the institutions implementing the major activities for the implementation 

of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention

Activities
Institutions

MoEPP MH MAFWE CA

B
a
s
e

l 

C
o

n
ve

n
ti
o

n

Hazardous waste collection, transport, treatment, storage, pro-

cessing and disposal

Export/import and transit of hazardous waste including POPs 

waste and illegal movements

Waste management monitoring

EU-legislation transposition into the national legal framework and 

its implementation

R
o

tt
e

rd
a
m

 

C
o

n
ve

n
ti
o

n

Review of the documents submitted in accordance to the PIC 

procedure

Banns and restrictions for the chemicals application

Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam Con-

vention Annex III chemicals export (pesticides)

Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases of the Rotterdam Con-

vention Annex III chemicals export(industrial chemicals)

S
to

c
k
h

o
lm

 C
o

n
ve

n
ti
o

n
 o

n
P

O
P

s

Monitoring of the POPs emissions/releases in all media

POPs import/export control

Obsolete POPs stockpiles management

Control of reduction and elimination of the emissions/releases of 

POPs within the IPPC applications / BAT/BEP application

EU-legislation transposition into the national legal framework and 

its implementation

POPs impact on the human health detection including limited 

analysis of the POPs in the human tissue samples and other me-

dia impacting human health

Analysis on pesticides residues in agricultural products

POPs import/export control at the border points
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3.3.1  Activities that require joint action by stakeholders

In order to make the scheme applicable for coordinated implementation of the three conventions it is necessary 

to determine the precise activities where the main actors are involved. Figure 1 provides specific actions where 

only four institutions need to work together.

Figure 1. Actions where the major players need to act together
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Figure 2. Determined mutual actions related to the implementation of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm 

Convention

• Figure 1 shows that actually in the implementation of the four actions, ‚Control of import / export of POPs‘;‘Im-

port, export and transit of hazardous waste, including POPs waste‘ ;Conduction of the PIC procedure in cases 

of the Rotterdam Convention Annex III chemicals export (pesticides); Conduction of the PIC procedure in 

cases of the Rotterdam Convention Annex III chemicals import (industrial chemicals)all key stakeholders are 

involved  (MoEPP, MH,MoAFWE, CA). Other selected actions require interacting among two or three instituti-

ons only.

In addition when implementing the analysis in the opposite direction (Figure 2) it can be noticed that the Stock-

holm Convention participated in all selected common actions.

From all mentioned above it appears that in defining the synergy scheme / procedures it is necessary to take into 

account all the mutual actions and the momentum of coordination of the joint activities.
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In order to set the basis for the establishment of an extended scheme of synergy among Basel, Rotterdam and 

Stockholm Convention in this initial phase, the procedures for coordinated implementation of activities where all 

stakeholders have their role/ participation will be defined:

- Control of import / export of POPs;

- Export and transit of hazardous waste, including POPs – waste, prevention of illegal movements.

- Unified information system - shared databases - statistics

4      SYNERGY MONITORING AND COORDINATION

4.1       Synergy monitoring

Monitoring activities among the three conventions in many countries recommends establishment of internal insti-

tutional body which would represent a joint responsible institution / organization. Such an organization could be 

called Responsible Authority, an Autonomous board, committee within one of the involved ministries, Sustainable 

Development Council, or National Coordination Council.

Such a body / institution should involve all responsible actors for the MEAs, decision makers and representatives 

of potential implementation agencies, private sector, NGOs, municipal organizations, representatives of relevant 

stakeholders and representatives from relevant ministries of the respective countries.

The issues the body should work on:

1. Emphasizing the need for synergy between conventions, as a country policy;

2. Establishment of key mechanisms for effective coordination of national activities;

3. Promotion of conventions provisions understanding, especially Inter-institutional, sectorial and territorial 

perspective and cooperation;

4. Integration of the problems listed in the global environmental documents in national objectives and acti-

vities;

5. Inclusion of the MEAs requirements and conditions through their responsible persons or institutions 

(focal points) to facilitate the implementation of synergies;

6. Creating a platform of related programs for the proposed synergy;

7. Promotion and highlighting the role of the participation of all relevant stakeholders;

8. Promotion of harmony between sectoral plans and programs as well as between organizations at the 

local/municipality level;

9. Adjusting the legislation transposing the provisions of the Convention;

10. Monitoring of the implementation of the scheme / procedures for the synergy between the three con-

ventions;

11. Providing advice, suggestions and recommendations to overcome any weaknesses and deficiencies in 

the implementation of the synergy scheme.

The body should be fully aware about adopted procedures for the synergetic implementation of the conventions. 

In order to facilitate and accelerate the establishment of the monitoring body the possibility to use one of the exi-

sting Steering Committees (POPs Steering Committee, SAICM Steering Committee).

4.1.1      Proposed synergy monitoring in Macedonia

The Committee should have its own statute and rules of procedure (RoP)in Macedonia. The responsible body for 

drafting the statute will be the MoEPP/POPs Unit. The Minister of Environment and Physical Planning in coopera-

tion with the Minister of Health and Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy will adopt the statute and 

RoP.The statute and RoP could be supported by the Memorandum for Cooperation between all involved instituti-

ons in the implementation of the Procedure.
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The Committee will have 12 members: focal points of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Convention, persons 

nominated to participate inthe implementation of the procedure(s), POPs Unit representative.

The coordinating unit (POPs Unit) will administrate the Committee in sense of preparing meeting materials, per-

manent information on the Procedure implementation and case-by-case control of chemicals and waste import/

export.

The Committee will have meetings twice per year. The main objective of the meetings will be report on the condu-

cted procedure in the past six months. The POPs Unit will prepare detailed report on the activities for the synergy 

procedures implementation as a discussion paper. The meeting will result in comprehensive report on the results 

achieved within the reporting period and recommendations for improvement of the synergy system.

Taking in consideration the advisory role of the Committee, it could have ad-hoc meeting when necessary. It the 

case of sudden problem raised during the procedure(s) conduction the POPs Unit will urgently organize meeting 

of the Committee members to make brief consultations. 

4.2      Present national synergy coordination

The Figure 2 in Chapter 3 shows that in fact only the Stockholm Convention participated in all selected joint 

actions. To coordinate the synergy activities, and toprovide mobilization of a body that would coordinate the im-

plementation of the synergy scheme / procedures, there is a need to authorize a responsible body the scheme 

coordination.

The Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning is national institution responsible for implementing the Stock-

holm Convention provisions. In that sense, the POPs Unit under the MoEPP has developed and updated National 

Implementation Plan for the reduction and elimination of POPs and realized a series of projects related to the 

sound management and final phase-out of the persistent organic pollutants.

In addition, the POPs Unit has worked for several years on joint implementation of international agreements and 

other initiatives in the field of chemicals. It is an excellent example of successful mobilization of funds: different 

funds were identified and certain funds were mobilized from Multilateral Fund for the implementation of the Mon-

treal Protocol, GEF, and bilateral donors and governments. The following partners have been involved in funds 

mobilization and project implementationUNIDO, UNDP,UNEP, Regional Centre of the Basel Convention, Bratisla-

va, Regional Centre of the Stockholm Convention RECETOX Brno, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), and 

countries like Switzerland, Germany, Czech Republic, Italy, Norway.

In sense of synergy implementation the past work of the POPs Unit has recognized introduction of the integrated 

approach in the following projects implementation:

• PPP Project on establishment of a management system for PCB contaminated electrical equipment 

in the Republic of Macedonia

The main project objective was establishment of a management system for PCB contaminated electrical 

equipment in Macedonia.

Concretely, the project activities were directed in two lines:

- Selection of three demonstration locations and creation of a detailed inventory  of the electrical equipment 

(transformers) on the selected locations,

- Designing a modern temporary PCB storage and development of a technical guidance for the PCB electri-

cal equipment handling.

• Efficient Energy Distribution Programme  - Component IV

One of the key project stages was identification and evidence of the equipment that contains/is contaminated with 

PCB and inventory development. The PCB inventory was feed with data on 1123 low-voltage capacitors, out of 

which 801 capacitors contains PCB. The conducted inventory shows that the total number of low-voltage trans-

formers in EVN is 1026. Also, the additional inventory of 65 low-voltage transformers in EVN was performed. All 

identified transformers are adequately labelled.
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In order to provide theoretical training of the professionals directly exposed on PCB impact, manuals for sound 

PCB equipment management and handling were developed. The manuals were used as a tool for professionals 

from EVN training on identification and inventory as well as overall management of the PCB equipment.  

The POPs Unit developed special software for data (collected on-site) inventory and processing. The software 

produces reports on evidenced capacitors and transformers in accordance with their type producer, capacity, 

substation, year of production, leakages, state of functioning, PCB content, compound concentration, etc. The 

software actually gives a clear picture of the PCB equipment condition and facilitates the process of the conta-

minated equipment disposal and its phasing-out with the new one. The software has been permanently up-dated 

until the moment of the final PCB elimination.       

The final project result was elimination of 30 tonnes electrical equipment and oils that contain PCB in Basel, 

Switzerland. 

• Project for elimination of hazardous chemicals (DDT, MeBr, Cyclon B) stored in the Institute for Public 

Health in Skopje

The project enabled elimination of four tonnes hazardous chemicals (methyl bromide, DDT, cyclone B) stored 

 for a long period in the warehouses in the Institute for Public Health in Skopje. The obsolete stock of hazar

dous chemicals were packed, transported and disposed of in environmentally sound manner. 

• Medium Sized Project Phasing out of PCBs and PCB containing equipment

The project enables establishment of a system for PCB management in the Republic of Macedonia through 

implementation of the following components:

- Strengthening of the institutional and infrastructural capacities in the country,

- Development and adoption of policies, directions and financial instruments for PCB management and 

disposal (as a last management phase),

- Detailed PCB inventories for the demonstration locations (selected industry and public sector) and model-

ling of the presence with the overall country territory,

- Identification of the PCB temporary storages  and disposal options and locations, 

- Management scheme including collection, transport and PCB equipment storage in the demonstration 

locations,

- Rising of the public awareness through involvement of the technicians involved in PCB management.

The project gave possibility to enter the final phase of the PCB equipment and oils identification and invento-

ry. The designing and construction of the temporary storage for the PCB equipment is closing the PCB ma-

nagement cycle in the country, and, more important, the project gives chance to the industry possessing 

PCB equipment to manage it on an environmentally sound manner.

5 PROCEDURE FOR POPs IMPORT/EXPORT CONTROL

5.1  Introduction

The procedure for POPs import/export control is designed for the exchange of information between:

- Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, the unit responsible for the Stockholm Convention imple-

mentation (Administration of Environment / Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents);

- Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, the unit responsible for the Basel Convention implementa-

tion (Administration of Environment / Department of Waste Management);

- Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, the unit responsible for theRotterdam Convention imple-

mentation (Administration of Environment / Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents /State Counsel-

lor for Industrial Pollution);

- MAFWE / Phytosanitary Administration;

- MH / Bureau for Medicines;

- Ministry of Finance / Customs Administration.
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These operating procedures should allow for the fastest data and information flow in order to provide strict control 

the import / export of POPs.

To facilitate the communication each of the mentioned institutions shall nominate a contact person. The POPs Unit 

should have accurate data for the contact person:

- Name and surname

- Institution / Department / Unit

- Address

- Phone, fax

- E-mail

The procedure, according to the Law on General Administrative Procedure, can last up to 15 days.

According to the defined procedures, the involved institutions will sign a Memorandum forCooperation in Control 

of Import / Export of POPs.

Figure 3. Implementation of the procedure for POPs import/export control
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5.2  Manner of implementation the procedure for control 

 of import / export of POPs

Step1.Application for import of the POPs substance to the system EXIM (export/import system administered 

Customs Administration of the Republic of Macedonia) by a legal entity (company).

Step 2: the POPs Unit reviews the documents attached to the license at the EXIM:

- Safety Data Sheet (SDS)

- Invoice/proinvoice

- Statement for the chemical 

- Chemicals trade approval

- Assessment of the chemical safety (in a case when more than 10.000 kg of hazardous substance is 

imported) 

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step 3: the POPs Unit communicates the Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents (DCIA) representatives 

to check the Safety Data Sheet(s) attached to the application.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step 4: The DCIA returns the approved and validated SDS to the POPs Unit.

Step5: the POPs Unit communicates the Rotterdam Convention focal point to start the PIC procedure. The 

SDS(s) are submitted in attachment.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step 6: the Rotterdam Convention focal point conducts the PIC procedure.

Step7:The POPs Unit communicates the responsible person in the Bureau for Medicines to check the chemical 

status in regard the Listofprohibitions andrestrictionsto the use ofchemicals.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step 8:The Bureau for Medicines submits an opinion to the POPs Unit request. 

Step9:The Rotterdam Convention focal pointinforms the POPs Unit about the performed PIC procedure

Step10:The POPs Unit collects the opinions/information provided by the involved institutions (steps 1 to 9)

Step11:Depending on the received opinions/information the POPs Unit approves/rejects the application.
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Figure 4. Implementation of the procedure for control of import / export of POPs chemicals

6 PROCEDURE FOR HAZARDOUS WASTE, INCLUDING POPs 

 WASTEEXPORT TRANSIT CONTROL AND ILLEGAL TRADE 

 PREVENTION

6.1 Introduction

The Procedure for hazardous waste, including POPs waste export and transit controlis designed for the exchan-

ge of information between:

- Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, the unit responsible for theBasel Convention implementa-

tion (Administration of Environment / Department of Waste Management);

- Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, the unit responsible for the Stockholm Convention imple-

mentation (Administration of Environment / Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents);

- Ministry of Finance/Customs Administration.

The Phytosanitary Administration under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economyand the Bureau 

for Medicinesunder the Ministry of Health are not involved in this procedure except in some cases where speci-

fic consultation is needed.

These operating procedures should allow for the fastest data and information flow in order to provide strict con-

trol of hazardous waste, including POPs waste export and transit.

To facilitate the communication, each of the mentioned institutions shall nominate a contact person. The Depart-
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ment of Waste Management and POPs Unit should have accurate data for the contact persons:

- Name and surname

- Institution / Department / Unit

- Address

- Phone, fax

- E-mail

The procedure, according to the Law on General Administrative Procedure, can last up to 15 days.

6.2  Manner of implementation of the procedure for control 

 of hazardous waste, including POPs waste, export and transit, 

 as well as illegal movements and its prevention.

Step 1: The Department of Waste Management reviews the documents submitted by the hazardous waste 

importer/exporter:

1. Notification form

2. Annexes to the Notification form:

• Contract between exporter and importer

• Importer authorization for the waste acceptance/treatment/disposal

• Transporter license for certain hazardous waste transport

• Detailed waste itinerary description

• Transporter insurance

• Importer bank guarantee

• Statement by the exporting country authorities that no premises for adequate hazardous waste treat-

ment in the country.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step 2: In the case of export/transit of POPs waste, the Department for Waste Management communicates (on-

line) the POPs Unit in order to check the concrete procedures for the POPs waste.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step3: the POPs Unit submits information (on-line) to the Department for Waste Management. The information 

should contain instructions for the export/transit/management of such a POPs waste.

Step4: the Department for Waste Management communicates the Division for Chemicals and Industrial Acci-

dents to review the possible risk to be caused by the dangerous chemicals contained in the waste.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Step5: the DCIA representative submits information to the Department for Waste Management regarding the 

possible risks as a result of improper management and transport of the respective waste. The SDS(s) of the 

hazardous chemicals contained in the respective waste should be attached.

Step6: the Department for Waste Management collects the information and reviews the documents submitted by 

the exporter. 

Step7: In a case of export/transit of POPs containing waste, the Head of the Department for Waste Mana-

gement establishes ad-hoc working group. The members of the working group are representatives from the 

Department for Waste Management and POPs Unit.
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Step8:the Department for Waste Management (and POPs Unit) review(s) the documents submitted according to 

the Procedure Step 1.

Step9: the Department for Waste Management conducts the procedure for priorissuedconsentin accordance to 

the Basel Convention provisions.

Step10: the Department for Waste Management informs the Customs Administration representative about the 

forthcoming export/transit of hazardous waste.

Representative: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Deputy: name and surname, position, phone, fax, e-mail

Figure 5. Implementation of procedure for hazardous waste, including POPs waste export /transit control,

control of illegal movements and prevention  of illegal trade 
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7 LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BAT – Best Available Techniques 

BCRC - Basel Convention Regional Centre

BEP – best environmental practices

CA – Customs Administration

CEE region – Central and Eastern Europe region

DCIA - Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents 

EVN - company which has power distribution and supply on the territory of the Republic of Macedonia

EXIM – export / import system

FAO - Food and Agriculture Organization

GEF – Global Environment Facility

IPPC – integrated pollution prevention and control

MAFWE – Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Economy

ME – Ministry of Economy

MEA – Multilateral Environmental Agreement

MH – Ministry of Health

MoEPP – Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning 

MTC – Ministry of Transport and Communications

NGOs – Non-governmental organizations

PCB - polychlorinated biphenyl

PIC – prior informed consent

POPs – persistent organic pollutants

PPP – public private partnership 

SDS - Safety Data Sheet

UNDP - United Nations Development Programme

UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme

UNIDO - United Nations Industrial Development Organization
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A G E N D A
Regional Workshop “Promoting Synergies of Basel, Stockholm & Rotterdam Conventions” 

June 30th, 2014   IBB Centre, 11, Gazety Prauda Ave., Minsk

09.30 – 10.00  Arrival & Registration

10.00 – 10.15  Introduction & Welcome

10.15 – 10.30  General information on the Belarus situation regarding Basel and Stockholm 

   Conventions

   Representative of the Ministry of Nature Resources and Environmental Protection 

   of the Republic of Belarus

10.30 – 11.15  General information about the project, situation on implementation of three 

   conventions in Slovakia

   Ms Ivana Jašíková, Junior Project Manager, BCRC Slovakia

11.15 – 11.45  Coffee-break

11.45 – 12.15  Capacity building, results from national meetings Action Plan for synergy 

   implementation, introduction in synergy scheme in Belarus

   Ms Alina Bushmovich, Director, IPO “Ecopartnership”

12.15 – 13.00  Perspectives  of  ratification of Rotterdam Convention by Belarus

   Ms Irina Ilyukova, Chief of the Ecological and Preventive Toxicology Laboratory, 

   Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus

13.00 – 14.00  Lunch

14.00 – 14.45  Capacity building, results from national meetings Action Plan for synergy

   implementation, introduction in synergy scheme in the Republic of Macedonia  

   Ms Emilija Kjupeva-Nedelkova, Head of the Division for Chemicals and Industrial 

   Accidents, Ms Suzana Andonova, National Project Coordinator, Ministry 

   of Environment and Physical Planning of Macedonia

14.45 – 15.30  Capacity building, results from national meetings and elaboration of implementation

   plan for National Sound Management of Chemicals programme in the Republic 

   of Moldova

   Ms Liudmila Marduhaeva, National focal point for Stockholm Convention, 

   National SAICM Focal Point, Ms Inga Podoroghin, Expert EPPO, 

   Ministry of Environment of Moldova

15.30 – 16.00  Coffee-break

16.00 – 16.30  Discussion, lessons learned

16.30 – 17.00   Recommendations to the project final report. Closing remarks

17.00 – 18.00   Dinner/ Buffet

REGIONAL WORKSHOP IN MINSK
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROJECT, SITUATION ON IMPLEMENTATION 

OF THREE CONVENTIONS IN SLOVAKIA
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CAPACITY BUILDING, RESULTS FROM NATIONAL MEETINGS, ACTION PLAN FOR SYNERGY 

IMPLEMENTATION, INTRODUCTION IN SYNERGY SCHEME IN BELARUS 
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PERSPECTIVES OF RATIFICATION OF ROTTERDAM CONVENTION BY BELARUS 
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ELABORATION AND IMPLEMENTATION OF ACTION PLAN FOR NATIONAL SOUND 

MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICALS PROGRAMME IN THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA 
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REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA: SYNERGETIC POLICY, APPROACH AND MEASURES ON 

INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT OF CHEMICALS, ITS STOCKPILES AND WASTES 
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A SCHEME FOR COORDINATED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BASEL, STOCKHOLM AND 

ROTTERDAM CONVENTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA 
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STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION, PRIORITIES AND DRAFT ACTION PLANS FOR SYNERGISTIC 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE THREE CONVENTIONS IN RM 
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R E P O R T

Regional Workshop “Promoting Synergies of Basel, Stockholm & Rotterdam Conventions”

Location:  Club-room,       Date:  June 30th, 2014

  IBB Centre, 11 Gazety Prauda Ave., Minsk

  

Number of participants: 33 

Composition of participants: In the meeting 28 representatives of ministries, research institutions, NGOs, 

and media took part.

Moderator: Mr Alexander Rachevski, Deputy Chief of International Relations Department, 

  Ministry of Nature Resources and Environmental Protection, Belarus

Speakers:  Mr Alexander Rachevski, Deputy Chief of International Relations Department, 

  Ministry of Nature Resources and Environmental Protection, Belarus;

  Ms Ivana Jašíková, Junior Project Manager, BCRC Slovakia

  Ms Alina Bushmovich, Director, IPO “Ecopartnership”;

  Mr Yuri Solovyov, ITA Programme Manager, Ministry of Nature Resources and Environmental 

  Protection, Belarus;

  Ms Irina Ilyukova, Chief of Ecological and Preventive Toxicology Laboratory, Ministry of Health, 

  Belarus;

  Ms Emilija Kjupeva-Nedelkova, Head of the Division for Chemicals and Industrial Accidents,  

  Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, Macedonia;

  Ms Suzana Andonova, National Project Coordinator, Ministry of Environment and Physical 

  Planning, Macedonia; 

  Ms Liudmila Marduhaeva, National focal point for Stockholm Convention, National SAICM 

  Focal Point, Ministry of Environment, Moldova;

  Ms Inga Podoroghin, Expert EPPO, Ministry of Environment, Moldova.

Context: 

The Regional Workshop took place on June 30th, 2014 in Minsk. The objective of the workshop was to share the ex-

perience of the three countries in the realization of the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam Conventions, to discuss the 

near-term perspective for the Republic of Belarus to become a party of the Rotterdam Convention.

Mr Alexander Rachevski welcomed the participants and opened the workshop by strengthening the importance of 

the issues to be discussed today, overviewed the results of the national meeting in Belarus, and wished the partici-

pants an efficient work. 

Mr Yuri Solovyov welcomed the participants and presented the main results of the implementation of the Stockholm 

convention in Belarus, measures have been taken in order to minimize the pollutions, programs and that have been 

implemented. He also reviewed the activities on the Basel convention undertaken in Belarus.

Ms Alina Bushmovich presented the background and the key principles of the Basel Convention, the outcomes and 

outputs of its realization in Belarus, notably the documents, programs and the legislative base that regulate the imple-

mentation of the convention: National strategy of the sustainable socio-economic development till 2020, Strategy in 

the sphere of environment in the Republic of Belarus till 2015, Law on Waste Management, introduction and adoption 

of the law on Extended Producer Responsibility. She concluded her presentation by stressing the synergy of the re-

alization of the two conventions in Belarus. She also pointed out the capacity building, results from national meetings 

Action Plan for synergy implementation, and the  introduction in synergy scheme in Belarus.

Ms Ivana Jašíková welcomed the participants on behalf of the Basel Convention Regional Centre, presented the 

background and the structure of the BCRS, overview its activities, objectives and priority areas of work, briefly descri-

bed implemented and on-going projects. She underlined the synergy in implementations of the three conventions 
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in the region and activities conducted in order to facilitate the coordinated realization of the conventions in different 

countries, and overviewed the work performed in Slovakia.

Following the presentation of the Stockholm and Basel Conventions, the next presentations was delivered by Ms Irina 

Ilyukova and dedicated to the Rotterdam Convention and the Perspective of its Ratification in Belarus. The pre-

sentation included the following aspects: origin and background of the convention, its objective, key elements, scope 

of the convention, definitions, procedures for banned or severely restricted chemicals, main structures, designated 

national authorities, obligations in relation to imports and exports of chemicals. Ms Irina Ilyukova also reviewed the 

situation with chemicals in Belarus, particularly turning attention to laws regulating management of chemicals, the 

procedure for the state registration of chemicals in Belarus, the current situation as for ratifying the convention, the 

evaluation of consequences if Belarus becomes a party to the convention, and priority issues for the country in the 

context of the convention. 

Ms Emilija Kjupeva-Nedelkova presented a Scheme for Coordinated Implementation of the Basel, Stockholm 

and Rotterdam Convention in the Republic of Macedonia. She gave the detailed description of the action plan 

for synergetic and coordinated implementation of the Stockholm, Basel and Rotterdam conventions in Macedonia. 

The following points were stressed: the institutional organization, activities, outcomes and outputs, and indicators of 

success. She also reviewed the scheme for coordinated implementation, obligations of the responsible institutions 

and framework of the main institutions activities for implementation of the of the Basel, Stockholm and Rotterdam 

conventions.

Ms Suzana Andonova continued to present the Macedonian experience by describing the Status of implemen-

tation, priorities and draft action plans for synergistic implementation of the three conventions. The following 

issues were covered in the presentation: assessment of the status of implementation of the conventions, policies for 

environmental protection and human health, responsible institutions in the implementation of the three conventions, 

challenges in the implementation of the three conventions in different areas, main objectives of the synergy and im-

plemented activities.

Ms Liudmila Marduhaeva in her presentation told about the Synergetic policy, approach and measures on inte-

grated management of chemicals, its stockpiles and wastes. The presentation was structured according to the 

following aspect: global international policy acts and MEAs - background for new policy, approach and measures in the 

republic of Moldova, coordination of MEAs implementation, new national policy and legal acts, national programme on 

sound management of chemicals, established body and stakeholders, involved  for the implementation of chemical 

MEAs and national programme, and establishment and promotion of industry responsibility. 

Ms Inga Podoroghin completed the presentation of the Moldova experience by reviewing the Development and Re-

alization of the Action Plan on the introduction of the national program on chemicals sustainable management. 

The following issues were discussed during/ after the presentations:

- The importance the well-structured institutional framework, clear institutional roles in the implementation of the 

conventions;

- Legislative base: the importance of the accurate and distinct regulations;

- The Recommendations to the authorities of the Republic of Belarus with the road map  in order to facilitate the 

adoption of the Rotterdam convention and to promote better coordination of the conventions developed by Belarus 

after the National Meeting; 

- The Recommendations to be updated, restructured and proceeded for the further consideration and implementa-

tion at a higher level; 

- The presented experience of the countries and how it can be applied in other countries: obstacles and possibili-

ties;

- Possible consequences of the ratification of the Rotterdam Convention for Belarus.

Conclusion: The speakers thanked the participants for taking part in the discussions, and coordinators for providing 

such an opportunity, stated the importance of the issues raised. All participants agreed on the effectiveness of the 

workshop and useful outcomes.  

Mr Alexander Rachevski closed the workshop stressing out the importance of the discussed questions and results, 

thanked the participants and organizers.
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Regional Workshop “Promoting Synergies of Basel, Stockholm & Rotterdam Conventions”

June 30, 2014, IBB Centre, 11 Gazety Prauda Ave., Minsk

No Name Organization Position Contact details Signature

1 Inga Podoroghin EPPO, Moldova Technical Expert
+373 22222 542

inga.podoroghin@gmail.com

2 Veronika Kolosova

Publishing house 

“Zvyazda”, magazine 

“Rodnaya pryroda”

Deputy Editor
+375 29 5749461, 

nika_787@mail.ru

3 Kislyi Viktor
Magazine “Zhyvy kak 

hozyain“
Correspondent

+375 29 3193053 

karokan@mail.ru

4 Rachevski Alexander

Ministry of Nature Re-

sources and 

Environmental 

Protection, Belarus

Deputy Chief of 

International Relations 

Department

(029) 3324844

5 Utochkina Svetlana

GU «Republican Centre 

of  the Analytical  Monito-

ring in the Sphere 

of Environment», Ministry 

of Nature Resources

Deputy Chief (029) 6594641

6 Mishina Elena

Gosstandart (State Com-

mittee for 

Standardization)

Main Specialist +375 29 6083289

7 Ivana Jasikova BCRC SLOVAKIA  
Junior Programme 

Manager

+421 260701638

ivana.jasikova@sazp.sk

8 Demenkova T.V.

Ministry of Health GU, 

“Applied Research 

Centre of Hygiene ”

Research Scientists +375 29 6292647

9 Petrov R.Y.

Ministry of Health GU, 

“Applied Research 

Centre of Hygiene”

Chief Research Scientist (017) 284 13 12

10 Dudarenko M.P.
Belarusian Research 

Centre “Ecology”
Research Associate 367 87 28

11 Sudareva M.V. JSC “Belgorhimprom”

Economist, Department 

of Perspective 

Development

m.sudareva@gmail.com 

+375295741415

12 Marduhaeva Liudmila
Ministry of Environment, 

Moldova
Main Advisor Officer

liudmila@moldovapops.md

+373 22 204526

13 Solovyov Y.V.

Ministry of Nature Re-

sources and Environ-

mental Protection

ITA Programme Manager (029) 64565 54

14 Lobsa Dm.I.

Gosstandart (State Com-

mittee for 

Standardization)

Consultant (017) 2265725

15 Kuharchik T.I.

Nature Study Institute, 

National Academy 

of Sciences

Chief Research Scientist
266 34 27 

kukharchuk@mail.ru

16 Maruk Alla

Belarusian State Institute 

of Standardization 

and Certification

Chief Specialist (017) 2338770

17 Strunevski S.N.

Belarusian State Institute 

of Standardization 

and Certification

Sector Chief 293 38 47

18 Zenkevich Zhanna
Ministry of Energy of 

the Republic of Belarus

Director 

of Communications
(017) 2182163
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No Name Organization Position Contact details Signature

19 Ilyukova Irina
Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of belarus

Chief of Ecological and 

Preventive Toxicology 

Laboratory

(029) 648 38 18

20 Yurkevich Elena
Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of Belarus
Chief Researcher (017) 2841382

21 Susha A.V.

Belarusian Consumer 

Protection Society Chairperson (017) 2629608

22
Emilija Kjupeva 

Nedelkova
MoEPP, Macedonia Head of Division +38976446453

23 Lobanov E.A.
Centre for Environmental 

Solutions
Director 237 40 70

24 Alesia Chumakova IPO “Ecopartnership” Press-secretary +375 29 8584715

25 Andonova Suzana
POPs Unit, Ministry of 

Environment, Macedonia

National Project 

Coordinator

+38923251563

s.andonova@pops.org.mk

26 Kakareka S.V.

Nature Study Institute, 

National Academy of 

Sciences

Chief of Laboratory of  

Transboundary Pollution
266 34 27

27 Lesnova V.V. wildlife.by Journalist +375336951520

28 Vahrameeva Elena
Belarusian National 

Radio
Correspondent +375296226133

29 Bushmovich A.M. IPO “Ecopartnership” Executive Director (029) 310 05 80

30 Yablonskaia Y.V. IPO “Ecopartnership” Chairperson 336 01 91

31 Velent V.S. Interpreter

32 Fomichev G.A. Interpreter

33 Maria Mossiagina IPO “Ecopartnership” Project Assistant (017)336 01 91


